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Landstuhl hospital employee investigated for suspected threat to blood supply 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — An employ¬ 
ee at the U.S. military’s main hospital in 
Europe is under investigation for poten¬ 
tially endangering its blood supplies, mili¬ 
tary medical officials said Monday. 

“Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 
was notified of a potential threat to its 
blood supply from a current employee,” 
Gino Mattorano, a spokesman for Re¬ 


gional Health Command Europe, said in a 
statement. Hospital leaders took immedi¬ 
ate steps to ensure the safety of its blood 
supply, patients and staff, he said. 

“The employee has been removed from 
duties. The hospital commander reported 
the matter to law enforcement for appro¬ 
priate investigation and action,” Mattora¬ 
no said. 

The hospital did not provide details 
about the nature of the threat or say who 
is under investigation. The matter came to 


the attention of the hospital on Dec. 11, 
Mattorano said. 

“Our patients, staff and community 
can rest assured that at no time have 
any of them been at risk,” he said. 

However, the hospital did not ex¬ 
plain how it could guarantee that no 
patients were ever put at risk, citing an 
investigation. 

“Due to an ongoing investigation by 
the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 

SEE BLOOD ON PAGE 6 


The medical center is the 
European home to the Armed 
Services Blood Program, which 
collects blood at donation 
centers throughout Europe 
each week. Its blood is used 
throughout U.S. European 
Command, Africa Command 
and Central Command. 
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Taliban, US officials meet again 



The U.S. asked Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, shown in July at an election e 
in getting the Taliban to the negotiating table for peace talks in Afghanistan. 


Anjum Naveed/AP 

it, for assistance 


Turkey: US 
gave ‘positive’ 
signals on the 
Syria situation 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The Taliban 
said Monday they were holding 
“another” meeting with U.S. of¬ 
ficials, this time in the United 
Arab Emirates and also involving 
Saudi, Pakistani and Emirati rep¬ 
resentatives in the latest attempt 
to bring a negotiated end to the 
war in Afghanistan. 

Khalil Minawi, director of 
Afghanistan’s state-run Bakhtar 
news agency, also confirmed the 
meeting. He said on Twitter that 
officials from the United States, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and the 
UAE held meetings Sunday ahead 
of “the Pakistani-sponsored U.S.- 
Taliban meeting.” 

While Afghan officials were 
not expected to attend Monday’s 
meeting, their presence in the 
UAE is a significant step in ef¬ 
forts to get the two sides talking. 
So far, the Taliban have refused to 
hold direct talks with the Afghan 
government, calling it a puppet of 
America and insisting only on ne¬ 
gotiating with the U.S. 

Also significant is the pres¬ 
ence of the Saudis and Emiratis 
— both have significant influence 
over the Taliban — apparently 
geared toward pushing the in¬ 
surgents toward concessions that 
could eventually lead to face-to- 
face talks with Kabul. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Pakistan were the only three 
countries to recognize the Taliban 
government during its five-year 
rule that ended with their 2001 
overthrow. Washington, mean¬ 
while, has considerable sway over 
the Afghan government, which it 
heavily bankrolls. The U.S. has 
spent $1 trillion in Afghanistan 
since ousting the Taliban and the 


war there has become America’s 
longest. 

While the U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment has neither denied nor con¬ 
firmed previous meetings with 
the Taliban, Washington’s special 
peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 
previously said he has held sev¬ 
eral meetings with all Afghans 
involved in the protracted con¬ 
flict — a reference that would 
include the Taliban, who control 
or hold sway in nearly half of 
Afghanistan. 

A Taliban statement last month 
said they held three consecutive 
days of talks with Khalilzad in 
Qatar, a Mideast country where 
the insurgent group maintains 
a political office. Afterward, 
Khalilzad went to Kabul, where he 


urged Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani to cobble together a team 
that could hold talks with the Tal¬ 
iban with the intent of reaching 
an agreement on a “roadmap for 
the future of Afghanistan.” 

Khalilzad said he would like 
to see this agreement reached 
before Afghan presidential elec¬ 
tions, scheduled for next April. 

Since his September appoint¬ 
ment, Khalilzad has tried to 
jumpstart peace talks and has 
made several tours of the region. 
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan later said Khalilzad asked 
Pakistan to assist in getting the 
Taliban to the negotiating table. 

Khan said Pakistan would 
sponsor the UAE talks and insist¬ 
ed that a military solution is not 


the answer. 

President Donald Trump has 
long accused Islamabad of taking 
billions of U.S. dollars while doing 
nothing to aid peace efforts and 
has assailed Khan since his elec¬ 
tion as prime minister last sum¬ 
mer. Washington has suspended 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
military aid to Pakistan. 

Khan meanwhile has respond¬ 
ed to Trump’s rebukes by say¬ 
ing that his country was drawn 
into the war on terror although 
no Pakistanis were involved in 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at¬ 
tacks, and that the war has cost 
Pakistan $123 billion. Khan has 
also described the U.S. contribu¬ 
tion of $20 billion to Pakistan as 
minuscule. 


Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s 
leader said he received “posi¬ 
tive answers” from President 
Donald Trump on the situation 
in northern Syria, where Tur¬ 
key has threatened to launch a 
new operation against Ameri¬ 
can-backed Syrian Kurdish 
fighters. 

President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan did not elaborate Mon¬ 
day. The two leaders spoke by 
phone Friday. 

Turkey has vowed to launch a 
new offensive against the Peo¬ 
ple’s Protection Units, or YPG, 
which is the main component 
of a U.S.-allied force that drove 
Islamic State militants out of 
much of northeastern Syria. 

Turkey views the YPG as a 
terrorist group because of its 
links to the Kurdish insurgency 
inside Turkey. 

Erdogan says Turkey is wait¬ 
ing for the U.S. to keep its prom¬ 
ises but could launch a new 
offensive “anytime.” 

The U.S.-Kurdish alliance 
has soured relations between 
Ankara and Washington. 

The U.S. military has set up 
observation posts to try to pre¬ 
vent friction between its NATO 
ally and the Syrian Kurdish 
militia. 

U.S. troops are based in the 
area, in part to reduce tensions. 

The Pentagon on Wednesday 
warned Turkey against uni¬ 
lateral action in northeastern 
Syria. 
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Sniffing out trouble 


Military working dogs, handlers constantly 
test themselves to keep Kadena base safe 



Photos by Carlos M. Vazquez ll/Stars and Stripes 


Senior Airman James Burger of the 18th Security Forces Squadron plays with his military working dog before training to search for 
explosives at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, on Nov. 20. 



By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa — The 
newest military working dog handler at 
the Pacific’s largest U.S. air base was on 
guard as he searched Kadena’s passenger 
terminal late last month. 

Senior Airman James Burger, 21, 
walked cautiously a few steps behind the 
18th Security Forces Squadron’s most ex¬ 
perienced canine, a 13-year-old German 
shepherd named Judi. 

The pair was on the lookout for explo¬ 
sives that had been stashed throughout the 
terminal, under the watchful eye of squad¬ 
ron leadership and their Japan Air Self- 
Defense Force counterparts. 

Burger and Judi were taking part in bi¬ 
lateral training aimed at sharpening their 
skills to ensure that U.S. working dog han¬ 
dlers and their Japanese counterparts op¬ 
erate at the same skill level. 

“What did you have for breakfast this 
morning?” Staff Sgt. Mario Rey, a trainer, 
asked Burger as he approached the pair. 
Burger ignored him and pushed on. 

“I’m trying to distract him,” Rey said. 

Without warning, Judi rushed toward the 
baggage-claim conveyor belt and indicated 
she had found explosives. Burger followed 
with a spring in his step. 

He congratulated his partner in a high- 
pitched voice and tossed her a rubber dog 
toy as a reward. Judi’s tail wagged and her 
tongue hung from her open mouth, as if she 
were smiling. 

Voluntary servitude 

Burger has come a long way from work¬ 
ing with horses on his grandparents’ ranch, 
just outside his hometown of Plainview, 
Neb., to working as a dog handler and mili¬ 
tary policeman on Okinawa. To obtain the 
kennel master recommendation needed 
to apply for a handler’s position, he had to 
clean the squadron kennels in his spare 
time for more than a year. 

Being a handler is important, he said, 
“because, if I know that we can do our 
job well enough, I can save other people’s 
lives.” 

Burger arrived at Kadena, his first duty 
station, in June 2016. He had always wanted 
to be a police officer, so he joined security 
forces as a “straight-leg” — a dog handler’s 
term for a regular military policeman. A 
desire to work with animals came naturally 
to him. Burger said. 

“I think my raising had a lot to do with 
it,” he said. “I’m used to caring for those 
animals.” 

His grandparents always stressed that 
the horses eat first. Burger said. He brought 
that attitude to becoming a dog handler. 

“It’s incredible what a dog team can do,” 
he said. “It just can’t be matched by any 
machine.” 

Burger approached the kennel staff in 
February 2017 about becoming a military 
working dog handler. They told him he 
would have to clean the kennels for a year 
at their remote headquarters at the base 
munitions facility. 

Burger said he obliged enthusiastically. 

“For me, it wasn’t that difficult,” he said. 
“I’m used to farm work, cleaning out ken¬ 
nels, spraying out kennels, doing little 
grunt stuff here and there.” 

Following his year of voluntary servi¬ 
tude, Burger spent 11 weeks training with 
the military working dog program at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas. The 
341st Training Squadron there trains all 
Defense Department dogs and handlers in 
patrol, drug and explosive detection and 
“specialized mission functions,” according 
to the unit’s website. 

The dogs are not pets, but their handlers 


working dog partner for search training. 

are often required to care for them even 
when they are off-duty, kennel master Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Arthur Sawyer said. 

The 18th Security Forces Squadron has 
nine dogs and 14 handlers. 

Burger returned to Kadena at the end of 
October. He’s had Judi ever since. 

He must now build a rapport with his dog 
before going through an arduous validation 
process — a series of trials — before he is 
certified to join the fleet. 

“I feel pretty confident,” Burger said. 
“Judi’s a very good dog. I can learn a lot 
from her.” 

Bite and hold 

A dog handler’s day is usually spent work¬ 
ing to stay sharp or checking vehicles for 
explosives or narcotics, the 18th Security 


Forces Squadron handlers said. 

On Nov. 19, they gathered for training at a 
field on base. Burger donned a thick protec¬ 
tive bite suit. He then feigned belligerence 
and ran, allowing Staff Sgt. Charles Gamez 
and his 4-year-old dog, Biba, to work on their 
commands and apprehension techniques. 

“They’re not only looking for their han¬ 
dler’s cues, they’re looking for aggressive 
behavior,” Sawyer said. “All the dogs are 
trained to bite and hold.” 

Burger bolted and Biba gave chase. She 
was about to lunge at the airman, but he 
froze. Gamez gave a command. She sat and 
turned back toward her handler waiting for 
instructions. 

Gamez waited a moment, then gave her a 
command: “Get him.” 

Biba obliged, sank her teeth into the pad¬ 
ded sleeve over Burger’s arm and hung on 


limply. 

Back at squadron headquarters, Gamez 
ran Biba through an obstacle course, up and 
over beams and stairs. He directed her to 
check for scents in certain nooks and cran¬ 
nies and to halt on command. Biba shined. 

“Good job, mama,” Gamez said in the 
high-pitched voice used by all handlers. He 
tossed her a rubber toy. 

The handlers generally spend five hours 
a day working with their dogs. 

On the other side of the base. Staff Sgt. 
Eduardo Alcaraz and his rambunctious 4- 
year-old dog, Sony, were getting ready for a 
guard shift at the base’s gate. 

During a shift-change meeting at squad¬ 
ron headquarters, the handler and his dog 
received their tasking orders — foot patrols, 
building checks and vehicle inspections at 
the gate — before heading out for the day. 

As trucks arrived at Kadena’s front gate, 
Alcaraz let Sony run around the vehicles, 
sniffing, on a long leash. He pointed to 
things for her to inspect. 

Sony has a reputation for being hard to 
work with because she is so energetic and 
independent. However, Alcaraz — a 27- 
year-old Texan — said that’s an advantage, 
because Sony isn’t afraid to make a mistake 
checking something out. 

“She’s not the one to stand in one place,” 
he said. “But she’s independent enough to 
go for something. In the kennel, she’s skit¬ 
tish, but out here, she’s sassy.” 

A dog and handler team can average 60 
vehicle inspections in a shift, Alcaraz said. 
On this day, Sony didn’t find anything. 

“We’re here to make sure nobody brings 
anything or sneaks anything on base,” he 
said. “This is our job. I love it.” 

The handlers have had to respond to three 
real-world situations in the past year. Saw¬ 
yer said. Two were for reports of an active 
shooter and the third was a bomb threat. 

That is why they are constantly testing 
themselves, each and every week. 

“You see an airman up at the gate every 
day, protecting the flight line every day, and 
the dogs, with their potential capabilities, 
can expand that even more,” Sawyer said. 
“[The teams are] just a force multiplier for 
our defender force.” 
burke.maftiiistripes.com 


^It’s incredible what a dog team can do. It just can’t 
be matched by any machine. ^ 

Senior Airman James Burger 

dog handler 
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Airstrikes kill 62 militants in Somalia 


U.S. forces, in cooperation with the government of Somaiia, are conducting 
ongoing counterterrorism operations against ai-Shabaab and ISIS-Somaiia. f 

Maj. Karl Wiest 

U.S. Africa Command spokesman 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A 
flurry of U.S. airstrikes killed 62 
militants over a two-day span in 
Somalia, U.S. Africa Command 
said Monday. 

The attacks bring 2018’s strike 
total in Somalia to 45 — eclipsing 
last year’s tally of 35, AFRICOM 
said. 

“U.S. forces, in cooperation 
with the government of Somalia, 
are conducting ongoing coun¬ 
terterrorism operations against 
al-Shabaab and ISIS-Somalia to 
degrade the groups’ ability to re¬ 
cruit, train and plot terror attacks 
in Somalia and the region,” M^. 
Karl Wiest, an AFRICOM spokes¬ 


man, said in a statement. 

On Saturday, four strikes were 
launched, killing 34 al-Shabab 
mihtants, AFRICOM said. Two 
more strikes in the same area 
on Sunday killed 28 fighters, the 
command said. 

For years, Somah troops and 
their international backers have 
been battling against the militant 
group known as al-Shabab, which 
is recognized as the most active 


terrorist group in Africa. The 
group’s attacks are focused almost 
exclusively inside Somaha, where 
it has battled for more than a de¬ 
cade in hopes of seizing control of 
the fragile country. More recently, 
there also have been flickers of Is¬ 
lamic State activity in Somalia. 

“ISIS-Somalia and al-Shabaab 
pose a direct threat to Americans, 
our alhes and interests in the 
region. We support the Federal 


Government of Somaha, its forces 
and partners, and will continue to 
degrade the functional networks 
of ISIS-Somalia and al-Shabaab,” 
Wiest said. 

The U.S. has stepped up its 
military support of Somalia over 
the past few years. In addition to 
airstrikes, U.S. special operations 
troops train and advise their So¬ 
mali counterparts, accompanying 
local forces on missions against 



U.S. airstrikes 
U.S. military says 
it carried out 6 airstrikes, 
which killed a total of 62 
al-Shabab extremists 


logadishu 


Gandapshe 


Indian Ocean 


SOURCE: AP Noga Aivii-RAv/Stars and Stripes 


militants. Earlier this month, the 
U.S. also re-established a perma¬ 
nent diplomatic mission in the 
country for the first time in near¬ 
ly 30 years. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 


USAF to launch next-generation GPS satellites into space 


By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

DENVER — After months of 
delays, the U.S. Air Force is about 
to launch the first of a new gen¬ 
eration of GPS satellites, designed 
to be more accurate, secure and 
versatile. 

But some of their most highly 
touted features wiU not be fully 
available until 2022 or later be¬ 
cause of problems in a companion 
program to develop a new ground- 
control system for the satellites, 
government auditors said. 

The satellite is scheduled to lift 
off Tuesday from Cape Canaveral, 
Fla., aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket. It’s the first of 32 planned 
GPS III satellites that will replace 
older ones now in orbit. Lockheed 
Martin is building the new satel¬ 
lites outside Denver. 


GPS is best-known for its wide¬ 
spread civilian applications, from 
navigation to time-stamping bank 
transactions. The Air Force esti¬ 
mates that 4 billion people world¬ 
wide use the system. 

But it was developed by the 
U.S. military, which still designs, 
launches and operates the system. 
The Air Force controls a constel¬ 
lation of 31 GPS satellites from a 
high-security complex at Schrie- 
ver Air Force Base outside Colo¬ 
rado Springs, Colo. 

Compared with their predeces¬ 
sors, GPS III satelhtes will have 
a stronger military signal that’s 
harder to jam — an improve¬ 
ment that became more urgent 
after Norway accused Russia of 
disrupting GPS signals during a 
NATO military exercise this fall. 

GPS III also will provide a new 
civilian signal compatible with 


other countries’ navigation satel¬ 
htes, such as the European Union’s 
Galileo system. That means civil¬ 
ian receivers capable of receiv¬ 
ing the new signal wiU have more 
satelhtes to lock in on, improving 
accuracy. 

“If your phone is looking for 
satelhtes, the more it can see, the 
more it can know where it is,” said 
Chip Eschenfelder, a Lockheed 
Martin spokesman. 

The new satelhtes are expected 
to provide location information 
that’s three times more accurate 
than the current satelhtes. 

Current civilian GPS receivers 
are accurate to within 10 to 33 feet, 
depending on conditions, said Glen 
Gibbons, the founder and former 
editor of Inside GNSS, a website 
and magazine that tracks global 
navigation satellite systems. 

With the new satelhtes, civil¬ 


ian receivers could be accurate 
to within 3 to 10 feet under good 
conditions, and mihtary receivers 
could be a httle closer, he said. 

Only some aspects of the stron¬ 
ger, jamming-resistant mihtary 
signal will be available until a 
new and complex ground-control 
system is available, and that is not 
expected until 2022 or 2023, said 
Cristina Chaplain, who tracks GPS 
and other programs for the Gov¬ 
ernment Accountability Office. 

Chaplain said the new civilian 
frequency won’t be available at 
all until the new control system 
is ready. 

The price of the first 10 satelhtes 
is estimated at $577 million each, 
up about 6 percent from the origi¬ 
nal 2008 estimate when adjusted 
for inflation. Chaplain said. 

The Air Force said in Septem¬ 
ber it expects the remaining 22 


satelhtes to cost $7.2 billion, but 
the GAO estimated the cost at 
$12 billion. 

The first GPS III satelhte was 
declared ready nearly IVi years 
behind schedule. The problems 
included delays in the dehvery of 
key components, retesting of other 
components and a decision by the 
Air Force to use a Falcon 9 rocket 
for the first time for a GPS launch. 
Chaplain said. That required extra 
time to certify the Falcon 9 for a 
GPS mission. 

The new ground-control system, 
called OCX, is in worse shape. 
OCX, which is being developed 
by Raytheon, is at least four years 
behind schedule and is expected 
to cost $2.5 billion more than the 
original $3.7 billion. Chaplain 
said. 


Report: China driving use of 
armed drones in Middle East 



Jon Gambrell/AP 


A General Atomics Predator XP drone is shown on display at a drone conference in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, in February. 


By Zeina Karam 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The use of armed drones in 
the Middle East, driven largely by sales 
from China, has grown significantly in the 
past few years with an increasing number 
of countries and other parties using them 
in regional conflicts to lethal effects, a new 
report said Monday. 

The report by the Royal United Services 
Institute, or RUSI, found that more and 
more Mideast countries have acquired 
armed drones, either by importing them, 
such as Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, or by building them 
domestically, like Israel, Iran and Turkey. 

China has won sales in the Middle East 
and elsewhere by offering drones — other¬ 
wise known as UAVs or unmanned aerial 
vehicles — at lower prices and without the 
political conditions attached by the United 
States. 

The Associated Press reported earlier 
this year that countries across the Middle 
East locked out of purchasing U.S.-made 
drones are being wooed by Chinese arms 
dealers, helping expand Chinese influ¬ 
ence across a region vital to American 
security interests. 

It noted the use of Chinese armed drones 


across Mideast battlefields, including in 
the war on Yemen, employed by the Emi- 
rati air force. Iran has also violated Israeli 
airspace with armed UAVs from bases in 
Syria, provoking armed Israeli response 
on the suspected bases. 

The RUSI report, titled “Armed Drones 
in the Middle East: Proliferation and 
Norms in the Region,” said that by capi¬ 
talizing on the gap in the market over the 
past few years, Beijing has supplied armed 
drones to several countries that are not au¬ 
thorized to purchase them from the U.S. 
— and at a dramatically cheaper price. 

“China, a no-questions-asked exporter of 
drones, has played and is likely to continue 
playing a key role as a supplier of armed 
UAVs to the Middle East,” it said. 

The report explored where and how 
each of the states have used their armed 
drones and whether they have changed the 
way these countries approach air power. It 
found that Iran, the UAE and Turkey all 
changed the way they employ air power 
after they acquired armed drones. 

For Turkey and the UAE, armed drones 
enabled them to conduct strikes in situ¬ 
ations where they would not have risked 
using conventional aircraft, it said. Iran 
developed armed drones from the outset 
specifically to enable the Islamic Republic 


to project power beyond the reach of its air 
force, which is hamstrung by obsolete air¬ 
craft and sanctions, the report added. 

The report said it remains to be seen 
whether and how the loosening of restric¬ 
tions on the exportation of armed drones 
by the Trump administration will alter dy¬ 
namics in the region. The administration 
in April permitted U.S. manufacturers to 
directly market and sell drones, including 
armed versions, although the government 
must still approve and license the sales. 


Aniseh Bassiri Tabriz!, who authored the 
report along with Justin Bronk, said prolif¬ 
eration of armed drones in the Middle East 
is unlikely to stop and could in fact acceler¬ 
ate despite the changes introduced by the 
U.S. administration. 

“Over the past two years the sales have 
increased massively, and they are likely to 
increase even more,” she said. “This kind 
of collaboration is just going to grow, espe¬ 
cially in cases where countries don’t have 
the capacity to build them themselves.” 
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N. Korea lashes out at US over latest sanctions 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea lashed out last weekend 
at the United States over the lat¬ 
est round of sanctions, warn¬ 
ing that increased pressure 
tactics will “block the path” to 
denuclearization. 

The strongly worded statement 
from the foreign ministry came 
nearly a week after the Treasury 
Department blacklisted three 
North Korean officials, including 
a top aide to leader Kim Jong Un, 
for serious human rights abuses 
and censorship. 

The U.S. administration has in¬ 
sisted it will maintain the policy it 
calls “maximum pressure” even 
as it engages in a diplomatic of¬ 
fensive to persuade the North to 
give up its nuclear weapons. 

Pyongyang says it should be 
rewarded for steps already taken 
since Kim and President Donald 
Trump made a vague promise to 
work toward the “complete denu¬ 
clearization of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula” at their June 12 summit in 
Singapore. 

Trump has maintained opti¬ 


mism despite little evidence of 
progress in nuclear talks since 
the summit. 

“Many people have asked how 
we are doing in our negotiations 
with North Korea — I always 
reply by saying we are in no 
hurry, there is wonderful poten¬ 
tial for great economic success 
for that country,” he tweeted on 
Friday. “Kim Jong Un sees it bet¬ 
ter than anyone and will fully take 
advantage of it for his people. We 
are doing just fine!” 

The state-run Korean Cen¬ 
tral News Agency was careful to 
praise Trump in its report Sun¬ 
day, noting he “avails himself of 
every possible occasion to state 
his willingness to improve [North 
Korean]-U.S. relations.” 

But it heaped criticism on the 
State Department and Treasury 
for imposing sanctions against 
North Korean, Russian, Chinese 
and other countries “by fabricat¬ 
ing pretexts of all hues such as 
money laundering, illegal trans¬ 
actions through ship-to-ship 
transfer and cyberattack.” 

“The United States will not be 
unaware of the self-evident fact 


that its threat, blackmail and 
pressure against the other side 
cannot be a solution,” the policy 
research director of the minis¬ 
try’s Institute for American Stud¬ 
ies was quoted as saying. 

“Deterioration of the situation 
that might be incurred by these 
hostile actions would not be bene¬ 
ficial for peace and security of the 
Korean peninsula and beyond,” it 
said, calling for “a step-by-step 
approach” and confidence-build¬ 
ing measures. 

The report warned that in¬ 
creased sanctions and pressure 
would be the “greatest miscalcu¬ 
lation” and “it will block the path 
to denuclearization on the Kore¬ 
an peninsula forever — a result 
desired by no one.” 

“The U.S. should realize before 
it is too late that “maximum pres¬ 
sure” would not work against us,” 
it said. 

The sanctions imposed last 
week against Kim’s aide, Ryong 
Hae Choe, State Security Minis¬ 
ter Kyong Thaek Jong and Propa¬ 
ganda and Agitation Department 
chief Kwang Ho Pak freeze any 
assets the officials may have 


under U.S. jurisdiction and gen¬ 
erally bar them from transactions 
with anyone in the United States. 

The State Department also re¬ 
leased a biannual report on human 
rights abuses in North Korea, 
saying they “remain among the 
worst in the world and include ex- 
tr^udicial killings, forced labor, 
torture, prolonged arbitrary de¬ 
tention, rape, forced abortions 
and other sexual violence.” 

North Korea denies such alle¬ 
gations and blames sanctions for 
its humanitarian problems. 

For more than a decade, the 
communist state has faced nu¬ 
merous rounds of sanctions by the 
UN. Security Council as well as 
unilateral U.S. measures aimed 
at punishing it for developing nu¬ 
clear weapons despite resolutions 
banning it from doing so. 

The Trump administration 
tightened the noose as the North 
demonstrated strong progress 
with a series of missile and nu¬ 
clear tests, raising fears of a new 
war. Tensions have eased this 
year as the two sides engaged in 
unprecedented diplomacy, with 
South Korea playing mediator. 


North Korea insists it has taken 
steps toward denuclearization, 
pointing to a testing moratorium 
since it last fired an interconti¬ 
nental ballistic missile in Novem¬ 
ber 2017 and the destruction of its 
main nuclear testing facility. 

However, experts say those 
measures are likely reversible 
and satellite images show the 
communist state continues with 
its weapons development. 

The 38 North website, which 
monitors North Korean activities, 
said last week that the mountain¬ 
ous Punggye-ri nuclear test site 
may not have been destroyed as 
claimed despite past nuclear det¬ 
onations and a highly publicized 
demolition of the entrance. 

“The extent of the destruction 
of those areas irrespective of 
North Korea’s closing of the tun¬ 
nel portals remains unclear,” it 
said. “As a result, they could po¬ 
tentially be reopened, or new tun¬ 
nels could be excavated nearby 
should Pyongyang decide to re¬ 
sume testing.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 



Yokota schools gather more than IK pounds 
of donations for Japanese orphans in Tokyo 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Students at Yokota Air Base 
loaded three trucks with food, 
clothing, cleaning supplies and 
gifts for Japanese orphans near 
the home of U.S. Forces Japan in 
western Tokyo. 

Over the previous two weeks, 
three of the four schools at the air 
base gathered more than 1,000 
pounds of donations for the 36 
children at Aijinoie, an orphan¬ 
age in Tokyo. 

The students, many from the 
National Honor Society and the 


Japanese National Honor Society, 
came in force late last week to 
load the trucks. 

“It was amazing to see how the 
entire community of Yokota Air 
Base were so willing to give,” said 
Hannah Swygert, vice president 
of the Japanese National Honor 
Society and a junior at Yokota 
High School. 

The tradition of giving to the 
orphanage by Yokota’s Depart¬ 
ment of Defense Education Ac¬ 
tivity schools started more than 
three decades ago with Joan K. 
Mendel, who taught at the east- 
side elementary school that’s now 
named in her honor. 


Originally, Mendel gathered a 
few donations with help from her 
students and their families, ac¬ 
cording to the school’s website. 
The tradition grew to include 
nearly all the schools on base. 

“We want to make the kids a 
little more comfortable at Christ¬ 
mas,” said John Thek, a Yokota 
High School teacher and one of 
the organizers for this year’s do¬ 
nation drive. 

Faculty at Yokota said the do¬ 
nations are expected to last the 
orphans for the next four to six 
months. 

godbold.theron@stripes.com 


Spangdahlem airman’s 
son, 8, dies in accident 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The 8-year-old son of an air¬ 
man from Spangdahlem Air Base 
was killed Saturday night in a 
single-car crash on autobahn A60 
near the base, German police and 
base officials said. 

The father, 34, who was driving 
the car, was hospitalized with se¬ 
rious injuries. The mother, 35, and 
the family’s 4-year-old son were 
hospitalized with minor injuries, 
police said. The family members’ 
names were not released. 

A Spangdahlem base spokes¬ 
man confirmed on Monday that 
the son of an airman assigned to 
the base died as a result of the 
crash but did not release any 
more information. German media 
reported that the boy’s mother is 
in the Air Force. 

The cause of the crash is under 
investigation, Bitburg police 
spokesman Otmar Kaufmann 
said. Alcohol was not a factor, he 
said. 

It appears the car left the road¬ 
way at a curve and overturned 
several times in an embankment. 



The 8-year-old son of an airman 
assigned to Spangdahlem Air 
Base in Germany died Saturday 
night following a crash on 
autobahn A60 near the base. 


he said. A truck driver at the 
scene called police to report the 
crash at 11:58 p.m. Saturday. 

The stretch of road where the 
crash occurred is not consid¬ 
ered particularly dangerous, 
Kaufmann said. 

Photos of the accident scene in 
German media showed a snow- 
slicked highway. Kaufmann said 
the road was wet but it was not 
snowing at the time of the crash. 

The A60 was closed until 4:30 


Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer 
Svan contributed to this report. 
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
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Adult daughter of retired 
Army general details abuse 



Jeremy LANGE/The Washington Post 


Jennifer Elmore says her father, retired Maj. Gen. James 
Grazioplene, raped her over a period of years. 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — For re¬ 
tired Gen. James Grazioplene, 
getting arrested and photographed 
in an orange jumpsuit in Northern 
Virginia this month was the latest 
humiliation following a lengthy 
military investigation in which the 
Army charged him with rape, only 
to have the case dismissed on a 
technicality. 

For his daughter and military 
prosecutors, it was something else: 
a second chance at seeing whether 
a court will convict Grazioplene of 
rape. 

Jennifer Elmore, 47, said in an 
interview that she first reported 
to the Army in 2015 that her es¬ 
tranged father had sexually abused 
her when she was a child. The ser¬ 
vice investigated for two years 
before bringing a case against 
Grazioplene in April 2017. 

“Sometimes, it’s just easier to 
shut your mouth,’’ said Elmore, a 
senior vice president with Abbot 
Downing, a division of Wells Fargo 
focused on wealthy clients. “But if 
I stay silent and the next person 
opts for that, and the next person 
opts for that, and the next person 
opts for that, where are we?” 

As a matter of policy. The Wash¬ 
ington Post does not identify al¬ 
leged victims of sexual assault, 
but Elmore said she wants to tell 
her story and discussed it at length 
with the Post over the past seven 
months. Five other people, as well 
as letters from the 1980s and 1990s, 
corroborated parts of Elmore’s 
account. Those people included 
Grazioplene’s sister, who said the 
general admitted years ago that he 
assaulted his daughter. 

Grazioplene, 69, is among the 
few generals that the Army has 


attempted to court-martial. He 
retired in 2005 after a career that 
included stints as a commander 
within the 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion and senior staff positions at 
the Pentagon. After retiring, he 
became a vice president at the con¬ 
tractor DynCorp International but 
is no longer with the company. 

He says he is innocent, but he and 
one his lawyers, Thomas Pavlinic, 
declined to discuss the case. At¬ 
tempts to reach other family mem¬ 
bers, including his wife, son and 
other siblings, were unsuccessful. 

“I will not comment,” Grazio¬ 
plene said in a Sept. 6 phone call. 
“The charges are false and incor¬ 
rect. Nope.” 

Case dismissed 

The Army last year convened 
a hearing at Fort Meade, Md., in 
which Elmore testified. The ser¬ 
vice determined that there was 
enough evidence to hold a trial, 
but the case was dismissed be¬ 
cause of a decision in another case 
— United States v. Mangahas — by 
the US. Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces. It found that a five- 
year statute of limitations applied 
in the Mangahas case, which cen¬ 
tered on an allegation of rape from 
1997. A military judge, in response, 
dismissed the case against Grazio¬ 
plene, saying the clock had also run 
out on prosecuting the general. 

On Dec. 3, however, a grand jury 
in Prince William County, Va., 
indicted Grazioplene on multiple 
counts of rape and incest after a 
four-month investigation, and he 
was arrested Dec. 7 in Gainesville, 
Va. 

There is no statute of limitations 
in Virginia on rape charges. 

With a new case pending, Elmore 
and her attorney, Ryan Guilds, de¬ 


clined to comment further beyond 
what they said in interviews before 
the new charges were filed. Offi¬ 
cials in Prince William and with 
the Army also declined to com¬ 
ment on the case and on whether 
they are cooperating. 

Elmore said her memories of 
abuse start when she was 3 years 
old. Her first recollection of it is 
her father molesting her while she 
was sitting on a washing machine 
in her maternal grandmother’s 
home in LeRoy, N.Y., she said. 

“It was just him and myself, 
and I can picture it. The laun¬ 
dry. The stairs. The stone,” she 
said. “I couldn’t understand what 
was happening, but I knew I was 
terrified.” 

Over the next 15 years, the fam¬ 
ily moved around as Grazioplene 
was stationed in New York, Kan¬ 
sas, North Carolina, Germany and 
Virginia. Elmore said the abuse es¬ 
calated to include “night visits” to 
her bedroom. 

The Army charged Grazioplene 
with rape in the period from 1983 
to 1989. Prince Wilham authori¬ 
ties are focused on the years 1988 
and 1989, when the family lived 
off-base in Woodbridge, Va., and 
Elmore was a high school junior. 

The Grazioplenes moved back 
to Fort Bragg, N.C., before her se¬ 
nior year, and the abuse continued 
there, she said. She moved away 
in the summer of 1989 to attend 
Campbell University, a private 
Christian school less than 30 miles 
away. Elmore said she was in col¬ 
lege before she first told others 
about what had happened to her. 

Corroboration 

One early confidant was Christo¬ 
pher Herring, a high school friend 
who had a “very short but kind 


of intense” period of dating with 
Elmore in fall 1989, he said. Her¬ 
ring, now an assistant professor at 
the University of Arizona, said she 
was sweet but sometimes sullen. 
He learned from her at some point 
that she had been abused at home, 
he said. 

“I didn’t poke too much more 
into it because, quite honestly, I 
was probably afraid of what I might 
learn,” Herring said. 

Elmore also confided in Grazio¬ 
plene’s younger sister, Elizabeth 
Powley, who confronted her broth¬ 
er, she said. 

“He said it was the worst thing 
he could have ever done to any¬ 
body, and that it was not happening 
still,” Powley said. “To this day, I 
will die not knowing why my broth¬ 
er did this.” 

After college, Elmore took a fi¬ 
nancial job in Charlotte and grew 
increasingly estranged from her 
parents. She married and had a son 
but was divorced by age 30. 

Two friends contacted by the 
Post — Nikki Cross, of Durham, 
N.C., and Julie Adams, of Mebane, 
N.C. — said Elmore described 
being abused by her father while 
they were co-workers. 

Cross said she worked with El¬ 
more in a Durham office of Wacho¬ 
via for a few years beginning about 
2001, and they often talked about 


their Christian faith. One day. 
Cross said, Elmore said she’d been 
sexually abused as a child and was 
considering going to a support 
group for victims at Crossroads 
Fellowship Church in Raleigh. She 
elaborated in later conversations. 

“I was so floored,” Cross said. 
“It’s really hard to even go back 
and think about this because it’s 
just so deep and dark.” 

Adams said she grew close to 
Elmore as they opened the Abbot 
Downing office in Raleigh in 2011. 
“She indicated that she had been 
sexually abused by her father, and 
I think that’s as graphic as the de¬ 
tails got at that juncture,” she said. 

Elmore remarried in 2006 and 
said she began considering re¬ 
porting her father to authorities in 
January 2015. The tipping point, 
she said, was a phone cdl in which 
her parents again expressed frus¬ 
tration that she would not forgive 
them, as Grazioplene said that “the 
only thing worse that I could have 
done to you is murder you,” she 
said. 

Elmore’s second husband, Mi¬ 
chael Willauer, said they were in 
a car during the call, and he heard 
the conversation. 

Elmore said she called Fort 
Bragg and, within hours, investi¬ 
gators asked her to come in for an 
interview. 


Okina\va-based Marine gets 6 years for assault, harassment 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A 
member of the HI Marine Expe¬ 
ditionary Force on Okinawa was 
sentenced to six years in a mili¬ 
tary prison Monday after being 
convicted last week of sexual 
assault and sexual harassment 
charges. 


Cpl. Jose Araujo Jr., of Fitch¬ 
burg, Mass., was found guilty at a 
general court-martial of sexually 
assaulting a female Marine and 
sexually harassing seven other 
Marines, according to 2nd Lt. 
Tori Sharpe, a spokeswoman for 
the 3rd Marine Logistics Group. 

Araujo’s sentence also includes 
a reduction in pay grade from E-4 


to E-1, forfeiture of $1,630 in pay 
per month for 72 months and a 
dishonorable discharge. 

A female Marine from Marine 
Corps Installations Pacific al¬ 
leged that Araujo, an administra¬ 
tive specialist with the logistics 
group, had raped her on or about 
March 31, “causing great bodily 
harm,” the charge sheet said. 


Araujo was arrested on April 2 
and held for trial. 

He was also charged with sexu¬ 
ally harassing the other Marines 
by “engaging in unwelcome sex¬ 
ual advances and requests for 
sexual favors, which created an 
intimidating, hostile and offen¬ 
sive working environment,” ac¬ 
cording to the charge sheet. 

The offenses happened between 


July 21, 2017, and April 2018, the 
charge sheet states. 

He was convicted at the conclu¬ 
sion of a five-day trial. 

Araujo enlisted for four years 
in October 2015 and arrived on 
Okinawa shortly thereafter, ac¬ 
cording to the charge sheet and 
his Facebook page. 

burke.matt@strlpes.cbm 


Blood: More than 95K troops wounded in post-9/11 wars have been treated at LRMC 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Division, we cannot provide ad¬ 
ditional details about the alleged 
threat,” Mattorano said. 

The medical center’s staff of 
about 2,400, which includes out¬ 
lying clinics, is composed of 43 
percent Army active duty and 
Reserve soldiers, 12 percent Air 
Force personnel and 45 percent 


Army civilians and local nationals, 
spokeswoman Gia E. Oney said. 

The medical center is the Euro¬ 
pean home to the Armed Services 
Blood Program, which collects 
blood and other blood products at 
donation centers at up to three mo¬ 
bile drives throughout Europe each 
week. Its blood is used throughout 
US. European Command, Africa 
Command and Central Command. 


Landstuhl also serves as a 
trauma center for US. troops in¬ 
jured in conflict zones. Troops 
hurt in Afghanistan as well as Af¬ 
rica often stop at Landstuhl before 
moving on to the United States for 
more care. 

Since 2001, more than 95,000 
troops wounded in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan have received treatment 
at the hospital. 


In 2017, the hospital treated 488 
patients from Afghanistan and 
has seen 500 patients from that 
country so far this year, hospital 
spokeswoman Stacy Sanning said 
earlier this month. The numbers 
include battle wounded, injured 
and ill patients, both inpatient and 
outpatient, Sanning said. 

At least one U.S. Green Beret 
was medically evacuated to Land¬ 


stuhl following a deadly bomb¬ 
ing in central Afghanistan in late 
November. Landstuhl is also the 
primary military hospital for 
thousands of servicemembers sta¬ 
tioned at Ramstein Air Base and 
several nearby Army bases. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Chad 
Garland contributed to this report. 
vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 
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US base rapidly expanding for more troops 



J.P. LAWRENCE/Stars and Stripes 


Soldiers at Camp Dahike West in Afghanistan lift weights Sunday in a gym on base. 
The once sparse base had no gym as of April last year, and soldiers resorted to 
building gym equipment out of spare lumber. 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP DAHLKE WEST, Afghanistan 
— At the entrance of the base cafeteria here 
is a sign stating a simple rule: if you want to 
eat, you’ll have to fill two sandbags. 

Expansion at Camp Dahike West, 60 
miles south of Kabul, has been so fast that 
everyone on base has had to pitch in to keep 
up and keep fed. 

The buildup is a visible result of the 
Trump administration’s strategy in Af¬ 
ghanistan, which called for a modest surge 
of troops into the country four years after 
the military spent billions closing bases 
there. 

It also comes as the U.S. sends more 
newly created units that specialize in aiding 
Afghanistan’s security forces, which have 
sustained heavy casualties as the Taliban 
and other insurgents continue to launch of¬ 
fensives throughout the country. 

Camp Dahike West has been built almost 
from scratch during the past year. It’s just 
south of the former Forward Operating Base 
Shank, which was given to the Afghan mili¬ 
tary during the 2014 military drawdown. 

An influx of troops in the spring brought 
soldiers from the 1st Security Force Assis¬ 
tance Brigade, a cavalry unit and dozens of 
contractors. 

Since then, the base has quintupled in 
population. 

The soldiers who first arrived found only 
a few buildings around an airstrip. Soldiers 
waited in line for shared work computers, 
slept 12 to a room and used gym equipment 
built from scrap lumber. 

The base now is bustling, with new build¬ 
ings, including offices, a chapel, a recreation 
room, a laundromat and a gym. Engineers 
are building enough housing for 800 sol¬ 
diers, including for the 2nd Security Force 
Assistance Brigade, which will arrive next 
year. 

“By the time the second SFAB arrives, 
they should be out of tents and into better 


It just sucks when you’re 
trying to get a meal and you 
remember, ‘oh I have to fill a 
sandbag.’ ^ 

1st Lt. Matthew Moher 


housing,” said Lt. Col. Gerald Law, 50, an 
engineer with Area Support Group-Afghan- 
istan, the command responsible for base 
support throughout the country. Law over¬ 
saw construction as garrison commander at 
Dahike over the summer. The goal, he said, 
is to ensure soldiers are not working on con¬ 
struction and can focus on advising and as¬ 
sisting government troops. 

Expanding the base was until recently a 


small part of each soldier’s duty each day. 

“It just sucks when you’re trying to get a 
meal and you remember, ‘oh I have to fill 
a sandbag,”’ recalled executive officer 1st 
Lt. Matthew Moher, 27, from Apache Troop, 
2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment. 

“The alternative is to go hungry,” said 
1st Lt. Tom Kopec, 26, executive officer of 
Eagle Troop, 2-1 Cavalry. 

The base continues to be a target of in¬ 
surgents, with 83 mortar and rocket attacks 
since April, and sandbags provide another 
layer of protection for the base’s bunkers. 
Kopec said. 

The two officers spoke at a cafeteria they 
helped build and furnish, over a meal of beef 
kebab, baked salmon, asparagus spears and 
strawberry cheesecake. 

Moher found tables and chairs for the caf¬ 
eteria, and Kopec flew all over Afghanistan 


in search of supplies to build up the base’s 
defenses. 

To provide a sense of the expansion’s 
scale. Kopec said almost $6 million has been 
spent just on miles of Hesco barriers — the 
wire frames that are filled with sand and 
serve as walls. Meanwhile, trucks hauled in 
more than 700 sections of blast wall. 

Every few weeks, some soldiers would 
also go to the former FOB Shank on “zom¬ 
bie runs,” named because of the eeriness of 
walking through a mostly empty base. 

The soldiers carried memos to Afghans 
operating on a small piece of the former 
Shank, requesting supplies owned by the 
Afghans that the Americans had previously 
turned over. 

Many of the generators now at Dahike 
West belonged to the Americans, then the 
Afghans and then the Americans again. 
The housing containers being shipped in, 
the two soldiers noted, are in ample supply 
across the wire. 

“There’s a village like that a hundred 
yards north of the wall, and no one lives 
there, there’s stray dogs there,” Kopec 
said. 

“There are villages of tents just rotting 
away,” Moher said. “You think about how 
hard it is to get stuff here, and you look over 
the fence, and everything is right there.” 

The base should be “mature” in early 
2019, which means mqjor projects will be 
completed and the camp will look similar to 
other bases in Afghanistan. 

Current projects include bringing in 
a post exchange for soldiers to shop and 
building tents so fire trucks on the flight 
line don’t sit in the open air, where their 
water may freeze, said Brian Wilhelm, 
56, the base’s mayor with Area Support 
Group-Afghanistan. 

“When the guys first got here, there was 
nothing,” Wilhelm said. “The buildup so far 
has been incredible.” 

TawTehy^p@^rip^.'c6?n" 

Twitter: (I>jplawrence3 


Vets groups again urge rejection of cost-cutting proposal 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A cost-sav¬ 
ing proposal that sparked back¬ 
lash from veterans in 2017 has 
resurfaced in a new Congressional 
Budget Office report as an option 
to help reduce the federal budget 
deficit. 

The report suggests removing 
approximately 235,000 disabled 
veterans from a Department of 
Veterans Affairs program called 
Individual Unemployability in 
2020, projecting it could save $47.6 
billion in the next 10 years. Veter¬ 
ans removed from the program 
would see their monthly incomes 
decrease by an average of $1,300, 
according to CBO estimates. 

One veterans group, AMVETS, 
is urging the White House and 
VA to publicly disavow the pro¬ 
posal before it creates a ground- 
swell of anger within the veterans 
community. 

“We want the White House to 
immediately make a statement 
saying this recommendation is 
out of line and will not be consid¬ 
ered,” said Joe Chenelly, director 
of AMVETS. “We understand that 
the White House is looking to trim 
costs, but this cannot be an option 


in that.” 

The program applies to veterans 
who have a 60 to 100 percent dis¬ 
ability rating through the VA and 
are unable to secure a job because 
of their disability. It allows them 
to receive the highest compensa¬ 
tion rate. 

The CBO suggested removing 
veterans from Individual Unem¬ 
ployability once they reach age 67, 
claiming those veterans would be 
eligible for Social Security by that 
time. 

The cut was one of 121 cost-sav¬ 
ing proposals included in the CBO 
report, titled “Options for Reduc¬ 
ing the Deficit: 2019 to 2028.” The 
CBO periodically compiles the list 
of policy options to help inform 
lawmakers. 

The CBO including the cut to 
Individual Unemployability in its 
report doesn’t mean the White 
House or Congress will consider 
the proposal. However, now that 
it’s public, it’s likely to trigger con¬ 
cern among veterans who would 
face substantial financial conse¬ 
quences if the idea ever became 
law, Chenelly said. 

AMVETS and other veterans 
groups said they heard from thou¬ 
sands of veterans in 2017 when 
the same cost-saving measure 


was included in President Donald 
Trump’s 2018 budget. 

Then-VA Secretary David 
Shulkin quickly backed off the pro¬ 
posal, but concerns have lingered. 

“We received hundreds of phone 
calls from veterans and emails and 
social media posts telling us how 
devastating this would be and how 
much anxiety and worry it was 
causing — and I’m talking about 
at dangerous levels,” Chenelly 
said. “We’re really worried since 
this became public again that the 
worry will come back. The White 
House can save these vets a whole 
lot of angst by being very clear 
and immediate in saying this is 
something we’re not going to ever 
consider again.” 

The White House and VA did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment Monday. 

The CBO report, released 
Thursday, comes as the White 
House prepares its budget recom¬ 
mendations for fiscal year 2020. 
The president’s budget is sent to 
Congress every February. 

In its report, the CBO offered an 
alternative option to allow veterans 
already enrolled in the Individual 
Unemployability program to keep 
their benefit, while applying the 
age cutoff to veterans who enroll 


after December 2019. The CBO 
estimated that option would save 
$6.7 billion in the next 10 years. 

Cuts to other VA benefits were 
also included in the report. One 
option would stop disability com¬ 
pensation for seven medical con¬ 
ditions: arteriosclerotic heart 
disease, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, Crohn’s dis¬ 
ease, hemorrhoids, multiple scle¬ 
rosis, osteoarthritis and uterine 


fibroids. 

Another option would reduce 
veterans’ disability compensation 
by 30 percent once they reach age 
67. The CBO also suggested end¬ 
ing VA payments to veterans with 
disability ratings of 30 percent or 
lower. 

wentling.nikki(I)stri pes.com 
Twitter: (anikkiwentling 
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Senate wall debate may lead to shutdown 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y, said Sunday that it was up to President Donald Trump 
to decide whether the federal government will partially shut down at midnight Friday. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Pushing the 
government to the brink of a par¬ 
tial shutdown, the White House is 
insisting that Congress provide 
$5 billion to build a wall along 
the U.S.-Mexico border despite 
lawmaker resistance from both 
parties. 

Without a resolution, parts of 
the federal government will shut 
down at midnight Friday. 

President Donald Trump kept 
up the pressure on Democrats 
Monday, tweeting: “Time for us 
to save billions of dollars a year 
and have, at the same time, far 
greater safety and control!” 

On Sunday, White House se¬ 
nior adviser Stephen Miller said: 
“We’re going to do whatever is 
necessary to build the border 
wall to stop this ongoing crisis of 
illegal immigration.” 

Asked if that meant having a 
government shutdown, he said: 
“If it comes to it, absolutely.” 

Trump said last week he would 
be “proud” to have a shutdown 
to get Congress to approve a $5 
billion down payment to fulfill 
his campaign promise to build 
a border wall. But the president 
doesn’t have the votes from the 
Republican-controlled Congress 
to support funding for the wall at 
that level. 

Both mgjor political parties 
in Congress have suggested that 
Trump would likely need to make 
the next move to resolve the im¬ 


passe. The House is taking an 
extended weekend break, return¬ 
ing Wednesday night. The Senate 
returns Monday after a three-day 
absence. 

The Democratic congressional 
leaders. Sen. Chuck Schumer and 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, have proposed 


no more than $1.6 billion, as out¬ 
lined in a bipartisan Senate bill. 
The money would not go for the 
wall but for fencing upgrades 
and other border security. Demo¬ 
crats also offered to simply keep 
funding at its current level, $1.3 
billion. 


Showing no signs of budging, 
Schumer said Sunday that it was 
up to Trump to decide whether 
the federal government will par¬ 
tially shut down, sending thou¬ 
sands of federal employees home 
without pay during the holidays. 

“He is not going to get the wall 


in any form,” Schumer said. 

Trump had neither accepted 
nor rejected the Democrats’ pro¬ 
posal as of Friday, according to 
the Democrats, telling them he 
would take a look. Trump will 
need Democratic votes either 
way, now or in the new year, for 
passage. 

Trump, during his 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaign, promised that 
Mexico would pay for the wall. 
Mexico refused. 

Wyoming Sen. John Barrasso, 
the No. 3 Republican in the Sen¬ 
ate, said Republicans remain 
hopeful they can come up with a 
proposal that can be acceptable to 
Trump and pass both chambers. 
He suggested that could take the 
form of a stopgap bill that extends 
funding until January or a longer- 
term bill that includes money for 
border security. 

“There are a lot of things you 
need to do with border security,” 
he said. “One is a physical barrier 
but also the technology, the man¬ 
power, the enforcement, all of 
those things, and our current laws 
are in some ways an incentive for 
people to come to this country il¬ 
legally, and they go through great 
risk and possibly great harm.” 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
urged senators to revisit a bill 
she helped push earlier this year 
that would provide $2.5 billion for 
border security, including physi¬ 
cal barriers as well as technology 
and border patrol agents. 


Senate report: Russia’s influence efforts still exist on social media 


There were 187 million engagements with 
users on Instagram, while there were 77 
million on Facebook, a New Knowledge 
report stated. 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A report 
compiled by private researchers 
and expected to be released Mon¬ 
day by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee says that “active and 
ongoing” Russian interference 
operations still exist on social 
media platforms, and that the 
Russian operation discovered 
after the 2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion was much broader than once 
thought. 

The report was compiled by 
the cybersecurity firm New 
Knowledge with data provided 
by the Senate committee from 
m^or tech companies Facebook, 
Twitter and Alphabet, the parent 
company of Google. Along with 
another report expected to be re¬ 
leased by the panel, it is the first 
comprehensive analysis of the 
Russian interference on social 
media beyond what the compa¬ 
nies themselves have said. 

The report says that there are 
still some live accounts tied to 
the original Internet Research 
Agency, which was named in an 
indictment from special counsel 
Robert Mueller in February for 
an expansive social media cam¬ 
paign intended to influence the 
2016 presidential election. Some 
of these accounts have a presence 
on smaller platforms as the m^or 
companies have tried to clean up 
after the Russian activity was 


discovered. 

“With at least some of the Rus¬ 
sian government’s goals achieved 
in the face of little diplomatic or 
other pushback, it appears likely 
that the United States will con¬ 
tinue to face Russian interfer¬ 
ence for the foreseeable future,” 
the researchers wrote. 

The report says that none of the 
companies turned over complete 
data sets to Congress and some of 
them “may have misrepresented 
or evaded” in testimony about the 
interference by either intention¬ 
ally or unintentionally downplay¬ 
ing the scope of the problem. 

One m^or takeaway of the 
study is the breadth of Russian 
interference that appeared on 
Instagram, which is owned by 
Facebook and was not as fre¬ 
quently mentioned when its par¬ 
ent company testified on Capitol 
Hill. The study says that as at¬ 
tention was focused on Facebook 
and Twitter in 2017, the Russians 
shifted much of their activity to 
Instagram. 

The study says that there were 
187 million engagements with 
users on Instagram, while there 


were 77 million on Facebook. 

“Instagram was a significant 
front in the IRA’s influence op¬ 
eration, something that Facebook 
executives appear to have avoided 
mentioning in Congressional tes¬ 
timony,” the researchers wrote. 
They added that “our assessment 
is that Instagram is likely to be a 
key battleground on an ongoing 
basis.” 

The Russian activity went far 
beyond the three tech companies 
that provided information, the re¬ 
port says, reaching many smaller 
sites as well. It details the sophis¬ 
ticated attempts to infiltrate in¬ 
ternet games, browser extensions 
and music apps. 

The report discusses even more 
unconventional ways that the 
Russian accounts attempted to 
connect with Americans and re¬ 
cruit assets, such as selling mer¬ 
chandise with certain messages, 
specific follower requests, job of¬ 
fers and even help lines that could 
encourage people to unknowingly 
disclose sensitive information 
that could be used against them. 

The Russians’ attempts to influ¬ 
ence Americans on social media 


first became widely publicized in 
the fall of 2017. Several months 
later, Mueller’s indictment laid 
out a vast, organized Russian ef¬ 
fort to sway political opinion. 

The study repeats several con¬ 
clusions that Mueller, the intelli¬ 
gence community and the Senate 
and House intelligence commit¬ 
tees had already made — that 
many of the postings focused on 
race, that they were primarily 
to hurt Democrat Hillary Clin¬ 
ton and help Donald Trump, and 
that the ultimate goal was to sow 
American division. 

Also notable is the study’s find¬ 
ing that WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange was favorably treated in 
posts aimed at both left-leaning 
and right-leaning users. The re¬ 
port says there were a number of 
posts expressing support for As¬ 
sange and WikiLeaks. 

The second report, compiled by 
researchers at the University of 
Oxford and called the Computa¬ 
tional Propaganda Research Proj - 
ect, is also partly based on data 
from the Senate panel. It notes 
that peaks in Internet Research 
Agency advertising and organic 
activity — or posts, shares and 
comments by users — often cor¬ 
responded with important dates 
in the US. calendar, crises and 
international events. 

That report says the IRA’s 
posts focused on the United States 
started on Twitter as far back as 
2013, and eventually evolved into 


the multi-platform strategy. The 
researchers from Oxford said 
that organic postings were much 
more far-reaching than adver¬ 
tisements, despite Facebook’s 
sole focus on ads when the com¬ 
pany first announced it had been 
compromised in 2017. 

Other findings in the study: 

■ Russian activity on Twit¬ 
ter was less organized around 
themes like race or partisanship 
but more driven by local and cur¬ 
rent events and made use of occa¬ 
sional pop culture references. 

■ Facebook posts linked to the 
IRA “reveal a nuanced and deep 
knowledge of American culture, 
media, and influencers in each 
community the IRA targeted.” 
Certain memes appeared on 
pages targeted to younger people 
but not older people. 

■ Establishment figures of ei¬ 
ther party, especially Clinton, 
were universally panned. Even a 
tag targeted to feminists criticized 
Clinton and promoted her prima¬ 
ry opponent Bernie Sanders. 

■ Several posts promoted the 
Russian agenda in Syria and Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar Assad. 

■ During the week of the presi¬ 
dential election, posts on right¬ 
leaning sites connected to the 
IRA aimed to generate anger 
and suspicion and hinted at voter 
fraud, while posts on sites target¬ 
ed to African-Americans largely 
ignored mentions of the election 
until the last minute. 
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More Calif, pot products 
passing strict safety tests 



Jeff Chiu/AP 

A laboratory manager prepares to photograph cannabis samples 
at an analytical laboratory in Oakland, Calif., in June. Caiifomia 
marijuana producers are seeing a higher percentage of buds, oils 
and other products clear strict safety tests. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A higher 
percentage of California mari¬ 
juana products are passing strict 
safety tests, but the sudden clos¬ 
ing of a lab that state authorities 
found wasn’t correctly checking 
for pesticides has raised new ques¬ 
tions about the system intended to 
protect the purity and potency of 
legal cannabis. 

California broadly legalized 
marijuana at the start of the year, 
and mandatory testing began July 
1. During the first two months, the 
failure rate was about 20 percent, 
but state data collected through 
November showed improvement 
— about 14 percent of nearly 
24,000 products were blocked 
from store shelves by tests. 

Cannabis-infused cookies, can¬ 
dies and tinctures continued hav¬ 
ing the most trouble in test labs: 
About 26 percent were rejected, 
though that also was an improved 
rate compared to the July-August 
period, when one-third failed. 

“With any new rules, there’s 
always going to be a period of ad¬ 


justment that takes place,” said 
Alex Traverse, a spokesman for 
the state Bureau of Cannabis Con¬ 
trol. “The cannabis industry in 
California adapts pretty quickly, 
and I think that’s what we’re see¬ 
ing with these lower fail rates in 
testing. That’s encouraging.” 

The integrity of the testing 
program was shaken last month 
when Sacramento-based Sequoia 
Analytical Labs surrendered its li¬ 
cense after state regulators found 
it was conducting faulty tests for 
pesticides, apparently since the 
program kicked off at midyear. 

State regulators asked retail¬ 
ers and distributors to recall any 
batches tested by the company 
after July 1. 

It wasn’t immediately clear how 
much cannabis was cleared by the 
lab for sale, but it’s almost cer¬ 
tainly a large amount, covering 
five months of testing. The state 
has issued only a few dozen lab 
licenses. 

State regulators declined to 
comment on specifics of the case, 
other than to confirm the compa¬ 
ny no longer holds a license to test 
cannabis in the state. 


In a statement posted on its 
website, the company blamed 
the flawed tests on a faulty in¬ 
strument that failed to check for 
22 of 66 required pesticides. The 
company said it terminated its 
lab director who “knew about this 
and was secretly falsifying the 
results” since July 1. The com¬ 
pany said it is seeking to have its 
license reinstated. 

The lab did not return a phone 
call or email from The Associated 
Press seeking comment. 

In the high-stakes cannabis 
market, it’s obvious that testing 
companies — the pathway to the 
legal market — could be targets 
for abuse, either from unscrupu¬ 
lous producers eager to pay for 
favorable results, or labs willing 
to sweeten results to attract more 
business. 

There have been scattered re¬ 
ports of apparent problems. In 
Washington state in 2017, regu¬ 
lators suspended certification of 
a pot lab after auditors found an 
unusually low number of samples 
had been failed in certain cases. 
The company never regained 
certification. 


California for months has been 
reviewing a vast set of regula¬ 
tions that govern the legal mar¬ 
ket, including setting standards 
for testing labs. Those revised 
rules are expected to be finalized 
early next year, replacing tempo¬ 
rary ones that have been guiding 
businesses since broad legal sales 
kicked off Jan. 1. 

The state has been facing pres¬ 
sure to revamp testing require¬ 
ments that have been alternately 
described as going too far or not 
far enough. Others say the tests 
add too much to the cost for con¬ 
sumers, providing another reason 
for customers to turn to a black 
market that still flourishes in 


California. 

Current rules require all can¬ 
nabis products clear a range of 
tests at labs before reaching con¬ 
sumers, from ensuring THC, the 
compound that gives pot its high, 
is distributed evenly in chocolate 
bars to making sure buds have not 
been contaminated by fuzzy blan¬ 
kets of mold. 

The biggest reason for failure 
is improper claims on labels, such 
as overestimating a product’s po¬ 
tency, which blocked over 2,100 
products from sale. 

Pesticides, meanwhile, ac¬ 
counted for over 700 rejections in 
various products. 
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Justice: Merriam-Webster's word of the year 


By Leanne Italie 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Racial justice. 
Obstruction of justice. Social jus¬ 
tice. The Justice Department. 
Merriam-Webster has chosen 
“justice” as its 2018 word of the 
year, driven by the churning news 
cycle over months and months. 

The word follows “toxic,” 
picked by Oxford Dictionaries, 
and “misinformation,” plucked 
by Dictonary.com. 

Peter Sokolowski, Merriam- 
Webster’s editor at large, told 
The Associated Press ahead of 
Monday’s announcement that 
“justice” consistently bubbled 
into the top 20 or 30 lookups on 
the company’s website, spiking at 
times due to specific events but 
also skating close to the surface 
for much of the year. 

While it’s one of those com¬ 
mon words people likely know 


how to spell and use correctly in 
a sentence, Sokolowski pointed to 
other reasons that drive search 
traffic. Among them is an at¬ 
tempt to focus a train of thought 
around a philosophical problem, 
or to seek aspirational motiva¬ 
tion. Such well-known words are 
often among the most looked up 
every year, including those that 
are slightly abstract, including 
“love,” he said. 

The designation for “justice” 
came soon after President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s one-time fixer, Mi¬ 
chael Cohen, was sentenced to 
three years in prison for crimes 
that included arranging the pay¬ 
ment of hush money to conceal 
his boss’ alleged sexual affairs. 

He told a judge he agreed time 
and again to cover up Trump’s 
“dirty deeds” out of “blind 
loyalty.” 

It also came ahead of a Senate 
vote on the “First Step Act,” a 


criminal justice reform bill with 
broad bipartisan support. Ear¬ 
lier in the year, Kim Kardashian 
West not once but twice visited 
the White House to discuss prison 
and sentencing reform. Sentenc¬ 
ing for drug crimes, treatment 
for opioid addiction, a loosening 
of cannabis laws, a Tesla probe, 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into the Trump 
campaign: Justice will remain 
top of mind into the new year. 

“These are stories that con¬ 
nect to the culture and to society 
across races, across classes,” So¬ 
kolowski said. “We get this word 
that filters in.” 

That includes Twitter in a big 
way. 

Often, when Trump tweets 
about the Department of Jus¬ 
tice, he uses simply “Justice.” 
On Aug. 1, when he tweeted his 
wish for then-Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions to stop the Mueller 


investigation, searches spiked 
significantly. 

Trump referred to “obstruc¬ 
tion of justice,” a separate entry 
on the Merriam-Webster site, 
prompting a lookup increase of 
900 percent over the same date 
the year before. 

Searches for “justice” through¬ 
out the year, when compared to 
2017, were up 74 percent on the 
site that has more than 100 mil¬ 
lion page views a month and 
nearly half a million entries, So¬ 
kolowski said. To be word-of-the- 
year worthy, an entry has to show 
both a high volume of traffic and 
a significant year-over-year in¬ 
crease in lookups — as opposed 
to, say, a word that merely buzzed 
or felt lofty, he said. 

“We are not editorializing. We 
looked at our data and we were 
ourselves surprised by this word,” 
Sokolowski said. 

“This is a word that people 


have been thinking about for this 
entire year.” 

Other words that experienced 
lookup spikes this year: “mav¬ 
erick” (Sen. John McCain died); 
“respect” (Aretha Franklin died); 
“excelsior” (Stan Lee’s signature 
battle cry. He died); “pissant” (A 
radio host described Tom Brady’s 
daughter that way); “pansexual” 
(Janelle Monae described her¬ 
self that way); “laurel” (Remem¬ 
ber laurel vs. yanny?); “feckless” 
(What Samantha Bee called 
Ivanka Trump, combined with a 
pejorative that begins with “c”); 
“epiphany” (The title of a BTS K- 
pop song that dropped this year); 
“lodestar” (used in reference to 
McCain in the anonymous New 
York Times op-ed identified as 
coming from inside the Trump 
administration); and “nation¬ 
alism” (At an Oct. 22 rally in 
Texas, Trump declared himself a 
nationalist). 



A discarded beam is in the driveway of the home where Sarah Clayes, who was accused of witchcraft 
during the 1692 Saiem witch trials, lived in Framingham, Mass., after she left Salem, Mass. 


For sale: Restored home of 
Salem witch trials refugee 


By Mark Pratt 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — A once-run-down historic home that 
stands where a woman accused of witchcraft dur¬ 
ing the 1692 Salem witch trials settled after she was 
spared the noose is on the market after an extensive 
renovation project. 

The home in Framingham, Mass., known as 
the Peter and Sarah Clayes House, hit the market 
Thursday with an asking price of $975,000. 

Annie Murphy, executive director of the Fram¬ 
ingham History Center and a member of the trust 
formed to save the structure that had fallen into dis¬ 
repair, is confident someone who appreciates his¬ 
tory will snap up the property. 

Sarah Clayes was jailed during the 1692 witch tri¬ 
als, which claimed the lives of 20 people, including 


her sisters, Rebecca Nurse and Mary Easty. She was 
freed in 1693 when the hysteria died down. 

After a foreclosure around 2000, the privately 
owned home was abandoned and became derelict. 

The trust was created to make renovations that 
turned out to be way more complicated than antici¬ 
pated, said Murphy, who herself spent hours scrap¬ 
ing paint and pulling weeds to help her contractor 
husband, Ned, complete the work. 

The 4,253-square-foot, five-bedroom home on a 
little more than an acre of land has been updated 
with modern conveniences yet retains some old fea¬ 
tures, including much of the woodwork and floors, 
plaster stenciling in one room that dates to the 
1820s, and restored claw-foot bathtubs. 

The property includes a 150-year-old American 
elm, a brook and the ruins of an old mill. 


The arrest of a president 
is not without precedent 


By Michael S. Rosenwald 

The Washington Post 

Amid President Donald 
Trump’s mounting legal prob¬ 
lems, TV talking heads and bar- 
stool philosophers from Boise to 
Britain have been pondering one 
of the great mysteries of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Can the president of the United 
States actually be indicted? Ar¬ 
rested, handcuffed, the whole 
deal. Possible? 

The prevailing answer is this: 
Nobody is sure. 

But that’s not entirely true. 

President Ulysses S. Grant 
knows — err, knew. 

In 1872, while president. Grant 
was arrested on a street cor¬ 
ner in Washington. This was 
not a high crime, but it was — at 
least theoretically speaking — a 
misdemeanor. 

The man who led the North to 
victory in the Civil War was bust¬ 
ed for speeding on his horse. 

The story of his arrest — con¬ 
firmed a few years ago by then- 
District Police Chief Cathy Lanier 
—is told in a remarkable but obvi¬ 
ously forgotten story in the Sept. 
27, 1908, edition of the Washing¬ 
ton Evening Star under the head¬ 
line: “Only Policeman Who Ever 
Arrested a President.” 

That policeman was William H. 
West, a black man who had fought 
in the Civil War. 

“Since his retirement,” the 
story said, “he has decided to let 
the public know the true story of 
the arrest.” 

The police had been receiv¬ 
ing complaints of speeding horse 
carriages. After a mother and 
child had been run over and badly 
injured. Officer West was dis¬ 
patched to investigate. As West 
spoke to witnesses, another group 
of speeding horse carriages head¬ 
ed toward him — including one 
driven by the president of the 
United States. 


“Policeman West held up his 
hand for them to stop,” the story 
said. “Grant was driving a pair of 
fast steppers and he had some dif¬ 
ficulty in halting them, but this he 
managed to do.” 

Grant was a bit testy. 

“Well, officer,” he said, “what 
do you want with me?” 

West replied: “I want to inform 
you, Mr. President, that you are 
violating the law by speeding 
along this street. Your fast driv¬ 
ing, sir, has set the example for a 
lot of other gentlemen.” 

The president apologized, prom¬ 
ised it wouldn’t happen again, and 
galloped away. 

But Grant could not curb his 
need for speed. 

The next evening. West was pa¬ 
trolling when he came barreling 
through again, this time speeding 
so fast that it took him an entire 
block to stop. 

Now Grant was cocky with a 
“smile on his face,” the Star arti¬ 
cle said, that made him look like” 
a schoolboy who had been caught 
in a guilty act by a teacher. 

He said, “Do you think, offi¬ 
cer, that I was violating the speed 
laws?” 

“I do, Mr. President,” West 
said. 

Grant had an excuse for his 
speeding, not unlike one being 
given somewhere right now: He 
had no idea he had been going so 
fast. 

West was sympathetic but firm. 

“I am very sorry, Mr. President, 
to have to do it,” he said, “for you 
are the chief of the nation, and I 
am nothing but a policeman, but 
duty is duty, sir, and I will have to 
place you under arrest.” 

Grant and several of his speed¬ 
ing buddies also arrested went 
with West to the police station. 
The president of the United States 
was ordered to put up 20 bucks 
as collateral. A trial was held the 
next day. 
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Saudi Arabia 'rejects' US Senate resolution 


By Kareem Fahim 

The Washington Post 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — The 
government of Saudi Arabia on 
Monday condemned a recent U.S. 
Senate resolution blaming Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
for the killing of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, calling the Senate 
vote “blatant” interference in the 
kingdom’s internal affairs, ac¬ 
cording to a Saudi government 
statement. 

The Senate measure, which 
passed unanimously Thursday, 
was a sweeping condemnation of 
Mohammed’s policies including 


his crackdown on internal dis¬ 
sent. And it was a rebuke of Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s defense of 
the crown prince and his position 
that Khashoggi’s death should not 
threaten the financial and strate¬ 
gic ties between Saudi Arabia and 
the United States. 

In its lengthy response to the 
Senate on Monday, Saudi Arabia 
accused the lawmakers of mak¬ 
ing “unsubstantiated claims and 
allegations” and said it “categori¬ 
cally rejects any interference in 
its internal affairs, any and all 
accusations, in any manner, that 
disrespect its leadership, repre¬ 
sented by the Custodian of the 


Two Holy Mosque and the Crown 
Prince, and any attempts to un¬ 
dermine its sovereignty or dimin¬ 
ish its stature.” 

The Saudi government used 
similar language during a flare- 
up in August with Canada, after 
the Canadian Foreign Ministry 
called for the release of an im¬ 
prisoned Saudi women’s rights 
activist. Saudi Arabia announced 
that it was expelling the Cana¬ 
dian ambassador to Riyadh and 
halting new trade and investment 
deals. 

Saudi officials did not an¬ 
nounce any measures against the 
United States on Monday, and its 


statement took pains to praise 
the Trump administration, say¬ 
ing “the Kingdom appreciates 
the prudent position taken by the 
United States Government and 
its institutions regarding recent 
developments.” 

Khashoggi, a contributing col¬ 
umnist to The Washington Post, 
was killed by Saudi government 
agents in the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul on Oct. 2. A CIA assess¬ 
ment concluded that the crown 
prince, who is the country’s ef¬ 
fective ruler, had likely ordered 
and monitored the killing. The 
Saudi government has said it is 
investigating Khashoggi’s death 


but its prosecutors have already 
absolved Mohammed of any 
responsibility. 

The Senate’s rebuke of Moham¬ 
med went beyond the Khashoggi 
case, faulting him for contribut¬ 
ing to the humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen, the continuing blockade 
of Qatar by Saudi Arabia and its 
allies and the detention and tor¬ 
ture of Saudi dissidents and activ¬ 
ists, including a group of women’s 
rights advocates. 

The Senate also approved a 
separate measure on Thursday 
to end U.S. participation in the 
Saudi-led war effort in Yemen. 



Jean-Francois Badias/AP 

Residents react during a gathering heid in a central square of the eastern French city of Strasbourg on 
Sunday to pay homage to the victims of a gunman who killed five people and wounded a dozen more. 

France attack: 1 person to appear before judge 


S. Korea wants to build in North, 
N. Korea still uses ‘forced labor’ 


Associated Press 

PARIS — One person is to ap¬ 
pear before a judge as part of 
a terrorism-related investiga¬ 
tion into a shooting attack that 
killed five people last week near 
a Christmas market in the east¬ 
ern French city of Strasbourg, 
the Paris prosecutor’s office said 
Monday. 

An official close to the investi¬ 
gation, who could not be named 
as the case was ongoing, said 
the man is suspected of having 
been involved in supplying the 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — A top U.S. diplo¬ 
mat in Geneva has used a review 
of America’s trade policy to criti¬ 
cize “forced” technology transfer 
and a “heavily skewed playing 
field” in China. 

Dennis Shea, the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to the WTO, said criticism 
of America’s “unilateralist and 


weapon used by suspected gun¬ 
man Cherif Chekatt in the Dec. 
11 attack. Chekatt died in a shoot¬ 
out with police in Strasbourg on 
Thursday. 

The suspect is the only one of 
seven people initially detained as 
part of the investigation who is 
still in custody. 

The death toll from the attack 
increased to five Sunday night 
after a Polish man died of his 
wounds in a Strasbourg hospital. 
Barto Orent-Niedzielski, 36, lived 
in the city, where he worked at 
the European Parliament and as 


protectionist” approach was mis¬ 
taken and insisted the U.S. wants 
to reform the global trading sys¬ 
tem to make it fairer. 

At Monday’s WTO review of the 
US., Shea lashed out at China’s 
“state-led, mercantilist approach” 
to the economy and trade. 

Meanwhile, his Chinese coun¬ 
terpart upbraided the U.S. over 


a journalist. The other casualties 
include a tourist from Thailand 
and an Italian journalist covering 
the European Parliament. 

According to some reports, 
Orent-Niedzielski fought the 
shooter and stopped him from 
entering a crowded club, possibly 
preventing more deaths. 

Polish President Andrzej Duda 
wrote early Monday on Twitter 
that “I knew him by sight. I am 
shocked. I had not realized that 
he was the one mortally wounded 
protecting other people. Honor to 
his memory. RIP.” 


tariffs and blocking appointments 
to the World Trade Organization’s 
appeals body. 

Chinese Ambassador Zhang 
Xiangchen said Trump’s tariff 
increases on steel and aluminum 
products were “based on dubious 
national security concerns” and 
blasted U.S. efforts to put WTO’s 
appeals body “in paralysis.” 


By Simon Denyer 
AND Min Joo Kim 

The Washington Post 

SEOUL, South Korea — When 
Lee Oui-ryuk was accepted as a 
17-year-old into North Korea’s 
Aug. 28 work brigade in early 
2006, his orphanage celebrat¬ 
ed with flowers, speeches and 
cheers. 

This is a chance at redemp¬ 
tion, he thought. His father had 
been sent to a prison camp and 
his mother had fled the country 
when he was 8. 

Lee saw the work brigade as a 
path toward possible membership 
in the Workers’ Party one day and 
restoring his name in the eyes of 
North Korea’s leadership. 

That dream was soon forgot¬ 
ten. Lee said he endured end¬ 
less hours of backbreaking labor 
seven days a week — constantly 
hungry and impossibly exhausted 
— constructing apartment build¬ 
ings in Pyongyang for the elite. 
He saw a colleague plunge to his 
death, and others deliberately in¬ 
jured themselves to be excused 
from work. 

North Korea’s economy — and 
construction industry, in particu¬ 
lar — is built on slave labor. For 
decades, hundreds of thousands 
of men, women and children are 
dragooned into dolgyeokdae, 
literally “stormtrooper,” work 
crews for little or no pay, barely 
fed enough to survive and often 
forced to sleep in makeshift hous¬ 
ing they built themselves, accord¬ 
ing to rights groups and reports 
by the State Department and 
others. 

Today, South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in is talking boldly of 
building road and railway links 
inside North Korea as a first step 
toward European Union-style re¬ 
gional economic integration. 

In September, Moon took his 
country’s business elite, includ¬ 
ing the head of the national rail¬ 
way company, to Pyongyang to 
persuade North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un that the South was 
ready to invest as soon as UN. 
sanctions are lifted. 

But human rights activists are 
asking: Could Moon’s ambitious 


plans help undermine North Ko¬ 
rea’s entrenched system of forced 
labor? Or will they inadvertently 
fuel and encourage that system? 

“The South Korean govern¬ 
ment and companies chomping 
at the bit to get into North Korea 
need to consider the kind of repu¬ 
tational damage they will suffer 
if it’s found their investments are 
being supported by forced labor,” 
wrote Phil Robertson, deputy di¬ 
rector of Human Rights Watch’s 
Asia division. “South Korea has 
so far been shamefully negligent 
in doing real due diligence on 
labor rights grounds for proposed 
projects in North Korea.” 

The brigades’ work is often ex¬ 
tolled in state propaganda, and 
there are few signs that Kim’s 
regime is willing to dismantle 
the dolgyeokdae system amid the 
detente. 

The Washington Post inter¬ 
viewed three North Korean de¬ 
fectors who had worked in the 
dolgyeokdae, including one who 
worked last year building railway 
lines, and one who had worked as 
a supervisor for a decade, who 
said a mqjor part of his work 
was to capture workers trying to 
escape. 

All described horrendous work¬ 
ing conditions, with workers often 
malnourished, sleeping at night in 
their work clothes in flimsy tem¬ 
porary housing, even in the bitter 
cold of North Korea’s severe win¬ 
ter, and working with makeshift 
tools or their bare hands. 

The South Korean president 
appears to be focused on building 
engagement with the North and 
avoiding sensitive topics, such as 
human rights, that could derail 
his efforts. During his September 
visit. Moon beamed and waved 
at the crowds in Pyongyang that 
had been ordered out to welcome 
him. 

In October, Moon told the BBC 
that the human rights situation in 
North Korea was a problem but 
could not be resolved through in¬ 
ternational pressure. 


US, China spar again over trade at WTO review 
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Philippines’ 
contestant new 
Miss Universe 

Associated Press 

BANGKOK — The Philippines’ 
Catriona Gray was named Miss 
Universe 2018 in a competition 
held in Bangkok on Monday, best¬ 
ing contestants from 93 other 
countries and delighting her 
home nation. 

Gray, 24, wore a sparkling red 
dress, which she said was inspired 
by a volcano in the Philippines, as 
she was handed the crown to the 
delight of a roaring crowd in the 
Thai capital that generally favors 
Southeast Asian contestants. 

The singer and model said she 
wore red because “when I was 13, 
my mom said she had a dream 
that I would win Miss Universe 
in a red dress.” She said her mom 
cried when they saw each other 
after she won the competition, the 
67th Miss Universe pageant. 

Gray edged out first runner-up 
Tamaryn Green, of South Africa, 
and third-place Sthefany Gutier¬ 
rez, of Venezuela. She succeeds 
Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters, of South 
Africa. 

In the Philippines, pageants 
are a popular attraction, and 
Gray’s countrymen watching the 
televised contest cheered wildly 
and jumped for joy when she was 
declared the winner. 

Celebrations were especially 
buoyant in Oas, a town in the 
northeastern province of Albay, 
from which Gray’s Filipina moth¬ 
er hails. According to Gray, her 
gown’s design, with its lava color 
and appearance, was influenced 
by Albay’s iconic Mayon volcano. 

Gray’s father is Australian, 
and she was bom and grew up in 
Cairns, Australia. She studied at 
the Berklee College of Music in 
Boston in the United States. 



Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP 


Miss Universe 2017, Demi- 
Leigh Nel-Peters, of South 
Africa, right, crowns the new 
Miss Universe, Catriona Gray, of 
the Philippines, during the 67th 
Miss Universe competition in 
Bangkok on Monday. 




Report: 
Workers 
detained 
in Iran 

By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian 
authorities detained an unspeci¬ 
fied number of steel mill workers 
after five weeks of protests over 
delays in salaries, a semiofficial 
news agency reported Monday 

The report by ILNA said the 
arrests took place on Sunday 
night. However, Kasra Ghafouri, 
the head of state-owned National 
Iranian Steel Group, insisted the 
workers were only “summoned,” 
not detained. The report did not 
elaborate. 

The factory in Ahvaz, the 
capital of southwestern, oil-rich 
Khuzestan province, was founded 
in the early 1960s and has nearly 
4,000 workers. It was privatized 
in 2008, but following financial 
problems, its ownership returned 
to a government bank in 2016. 

Iran is in the grip of an eco¬ 
nomic crisis and has seen spo¬ 
radic protests in recent months 
as officials try to downplay the 
effects of the newly restored US. 
sanctions on Tehran. 

In November, four workers of a 
Khuzestan sugar cane mill were 
arrested after protesting for not 
having been paid their salaries 
for months. 

Also last month, Iran’s central 
bank said prices of dairy prod¬ 
ucts and eggs increased nearly 57 
percent, fruits 68 percent, meat 
39 percent, sugar 41 percent and 
rice 21 percent from what they 
were in 2017. 

Meanwhile, in Tehran, money 
exchange shops offered 105,000 
Iranian rials to the dollar. The 
Iranian currency has rallied 
from about 190,000 rials for $1 in 
October, the lowest point so far. It 
was about 42,000 rials to $1 last 
December. 


Man freezes to death in 
Serbia amid cold spell 

BELGRADE, Serbia — A man 
reportedly has frozen to death in 
Serbia as a cold spell through¬ 
out the Balkans slowed traffic 
and closed down schools in some 
areas. 

Serbian state TV said the body 
of a man, 50, was found in the 
snow Monday in a northern vil¬ 
lage after he apparently died 
overnight. 

In Bosnia, schools closed down 
for two days Monday in the cen¬ 
tral municipalities of Konjic and 
Jablanica, while trucks and heavy 
vehicles have been banned from 
some snow-covered roads. 

Authorities said they have 
transferred to security a group of 
migrants who were rescued Sun¬ 
day after they got lost in a moun¬ 
tainous area on the border with 
Croatia. 


Photos by Petros Giannakouris/AP 

Greek forensic experts search through debris after a powerful bomb exploded outside private 
Greek television station Skai in Faliro, Athens, on Monday. 


Bomb explodes outside TV 
station in Greece; none hurt 


By Derek Gatopoulos 
AND Nicholas Paphitis 

Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece — A pow¬ 
erful bomb exploded early Mon¬ 
day outside the southern Athens 
headquarters of Greece’s pri¬ 
vate Skai broadcaster, which 
has been strongly critical of 
government policies, damaging 
the glass-fronted building but 
causing no injuries. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
bombing, which resembled at¬ 
tacks by domestic, extreme 
left-wing and anarchist groups, 
whose past targets have includ¬ 
ed media outlets. 

Greece’s left-led govern¬ 
ment, which has harshly and 
repeatedly criticized Skai for 
its perceived anti-government 
bias, strongly condemned the 
bombing. 

Prime Minister Alexis Tsip- 
ras issued a statement condemn¬ 
ing the “attack by cowardly and 
dark forces against democracy 
itself” 

“I express my frank solidarity 
with the broadcaster’s journal¬ 
ists and employees,” he added. 

Police said the blast occurred 
at 2:35 a.m. outside the Skai TV 
and radio building — where the 
respected Kathimerini news¬ 
paper is also housed — after 
telephoned warnings to a news 
website and another TV station 
prompted authorities to evacu¬ 
ate the building. 

The attackers escaped unde¬ 
tected after planting the bomb, 
which detonated 45 minutes 
after the warning calls. Police, 


A journalist looks out a broken window after the explosion. 


who were checking cameras in 
the area for possible clues on the 
bombers, said the device had 
contained at least 11 pounds of 
explosives. 

“This was a strike against de¬ 
mocracy. Thankfully, there was 
only material damage — it’s a 
rehef that no one was hurt — fol¬ 
lowing the swift action taken by 
the police,” Public Order Minis¬ 
ter Olga Gerovasili said. 

She said anti-terrorism police 
are leading the investigation. 

Skai said it had warned au¬ 
thorities, to no avail, that it had 
been receiving threats. It also 
linked the attack with the strong 
criticism Skai had been receiv¬ 
ing from the government, which 
has banned its officials from ap¬ 
pearing on Skai broadcasts to 
protest reporting that the gov¬ 


ernment sees as biased against 
it. 

“Government officials and 
propaganda mechanisms have 
rendered our station a target,” 
a Skai statement said. “Follow¬ 
ing today’s dramatic develop¬ 
ment, they must understand the 
weight and full extent of their 
incendiary comments.” 

The blast shattered windows, 
damaged the front of the build¬ 
ing and tore through front offic¬ 
es. Nearby apartment buildings 
and cars were also damaged. 

The explosive device was at¬ 
tached to a metal crash barrier 
on a busy coastal road in the 
southern Faliro area. Dozens 
of police investigators wearing 
white coveralls collected evi¬ 
dence from the scene, much of 
which remained cordoned off 


From The Associated Press 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Investors seeking tax breaks skip poor areas 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


President Donald Trump on Dec. 12 holds a signed executive order 
establishing the White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council. 
A real estate investment firm founded by Jared Kushner is betting 
big on the Trump administration's Opportunity Zone tax breaks. 


By Jeff Horwitz 
AND Stephen Braun 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A real es¬ 
tate investment firm co-founded 
by President Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law and adviser, Jared 
Kushner, is betting big on the 
administration’s Opportunity 
Zone tax breaks but isn’t that in¬ 
terested in steering its investors 
to the poorest, most-downtrodden 
areas that the program seeks to 
revitalize. 

New York-based Cadre, in 
which Kushner still holds at least 
a $25 million passive stake, made 
it clear to potential investors in 
recent marketing materials that 
it doesn’t plan to look for develop¬ 
ment deals in most of those zones 
because of their “unfavorable 
growth prospects.” 

Instead, Cadre says it will tar¬ 
get a “small subset” of zones in 
such cities as Los Angeles, Seat¬ 
tle and Miami where both popu¬ 
lations and incomes are already 
set to rise faster than the national 
average. 

Cadre is a high-profile example 
of how early investor interest in 
the program appears focused on 
the places that need it the least: 
zones that qualified for the tax 
breaks despite already drawing 
substantial investment or are un¬ 
dergoing obvious gentrification. 

Among the examples of such 
zones is a swath of the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan that in¬ 
cludes the top of Fifth Avenue’s 
Museum Mile, where three-bed- 
room apartments overlooking 
Central Park sell for $4 million. 
Another Opportunity Zone in¬ 
cludes part of The Willows neigh¬ 
borhood of Menlo Park, Calif, 
less than 2 miles from Stanford’s 
campus, where the tech boom has 
driven home prices to $1,500 per 


square foot, 10 times the national 
average. The Opportunity Zone 
where Amazon put its New York 
City headquarters in Queens has 
a median household income of 
more than $130,000. 

“It’s hard to imagine why we 
should be subsidizing that,” said 
Brett Theodos, a researcher 
whose Urban Institute analy¬ 
sis found nearly one-third of the 
nation’s more than 8,700 Oppor¬ 
tunity Zones are showing signs of 
pre-existing heavy investment. 
“These investors are not bad peo¬ 
ple. They are responding to the 
incentives.” 

Such is the mqjor criticism of 
the Investing in Opportunity Act, 
which became law last December 
as part of the Republican-spon¬ 
sored tax overhaul. Promoted by 


Trump in a White House event 
last week, it offers developers 
potentially millions of dollars in 
capital gains tax breaks to invest 
in zones selected by states based 
on such factors as high poverty 
and low income. 

While the program highlights 
an average 32 percent poverty 
rate in the zones, it includes a wide 
range of areas — and allows “con¬ 
tiguous” tracts that might not be 
low-income but are close enough 
to distressed areas to qualify. 

Cadre said in a statement to 
The Associated Press that the 
neighborhoods it is targeting for 
investment may be poised for 
growth but still exhibit low me¬ 
dian incomes and are “capital 
deprived.” 

“At the end of the day, the Op¬ 


portunity Zone tax benefits only 
kick in if we succeed for the com¬ 
munities in which we invest,” the 
statement said. 

There’s no evidence the admin¬ 
istration sought to include bet¬ 
ter-off Opportunity Zones in the 
program. A White House spokes¬ 
man told the AP that the choice 
of the zones was up to the states. 
The Treasury Department, which 
certified the final roster of zones, 
declined to comment on the pres¬ 
ence of gentrified areas in the 
program. 

For some funds, the obvious 
gentrification of some zones was 
an explicit selling point, a much 
safer bet than putting money in 
seriously distressed areas. 

One measure of how much 
the zones overlap with develop¬ 
ers’ pre-existing interests is how 
much they overlap with their 
current holdings. An AP review 
of Kushner’s holdings found that 
he holds stakes in 13 Opportunity 
Zone properties, all in locations 
deemed by the Urban Institute to 
be showing indications of rapid 
change or full-out gentrification. 

An AP investigation found that 
Kushner and his wife, Ivanka 
Trump, both helped push for the 
program and as a couple stand to 
benefit financially from it. Even 
though Kushner gave up any 
management role in Cadre, ethics 
watchdogs say it is a conflict that 
arose from their decision to be¬ 
come presidential advisers with¬ 
out divesting from their extensive 
investments. 

Even some of the program’s 
strongest proponents have ac¬ 
knowledged that not all the Op¬ 
portunity Zones are equally 
needy. At a Kemp Foundation gala 
last month honoring Sean Parker, 
a San Francisco venture capital¬ 
ist who helped push for the Op¬ 
portunity Zone’s creation, Parker 


himself said that the zones in¬ 
cluded some “low hanging fruit,” 
neighborhoods that were already 
clearly drawing investment. 

But the program’s incentives 
are great enough, he said, that 
after the obvious opportunities 
are exhausted, investors will 
eventually turn their attention to 
needier areas. 

“There will be a lot of capital 
sitting in opportunity funds, and 
it’s going to have to find a place to 
go,” he said. 


I—I 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 18).$1.1650 

Dollar buys (Dec. 18).€0.8584 

British pound (Dec. 18).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Dec. 18).111.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 18).1,104.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2610 

Canada (Dollar). 1.3401 

China (Yuan) 6 8956 

Denmark (Krone). 6.5824 

Egypt (Pound).17.9162 

Euro.$1.1343/0.8816 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8134 

Hungary (Forint). 285.23 

Israel (Shekel).3.7683 

Japan (Yen).112.94 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3043 

Norway (Krone). 8.6292 

Philippines (Peso).53.00 

Poland (Zloty).3.78 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7500 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3740 

South Korea (Won).1,131.07 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9926 

Thailand (Baht).32.81 

Turkey (Lira). 5.3823 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federal funds market rate.2.20 

3-month bill.2.37 

30-year bond 3 14 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 


103 


The number of feral hogs killed in a roundup from the sky in Missouri iast week. The St. Louis Post-Dis¬ 
patch reported that a team with the Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
shot and killed the hogs from a helicopter. Ninety-three hogs were on federal wilderness in southeast Mis¬ 
souri’s Iron and Madison counties, and the other 10 were on private land, killed with the owners’ permission. 




Doug Strickland, the Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times Free Press/AP 


Artist prepares to weld his spinning sculpture 

Artist Gregory Barsamian prepares to weld part of the spinning structure of his sculpture at the Creative Discover Museum on Friday in 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Barsamian’s sculpture, which was installed at the museum in 1994, uses strobe lights in conjunction with still images 
and rotating sculptures to create a three-dimensional flipbook depicting a bird transforming into flapping hands and then into a light bulb. 


Ruthie the chimp dies 
at zoo after 39 years 

ly ^ ASHEBORO — A 
chimpanzee that lived 
at the North Carolina Zoo for 
nearly 40 years has died after 
suffering congestive heart failure 
for about a year. 

Zoo officials said Ruthie, 47, 
was euthanized Thursday. Zoo 
officials said she was known for 
being silly, sassy and stubborn. 

She had arrived in 1980 and 
was one of the animals that lived 
longest at the zoo in Asheboro. 
A chimp named Maggie also ar¬ 
rived in 1980, and C’sar the el¬ 
ephant came in 1978. 

Ruthie was diagnosed seven 
years ago with heart disease, 
which was treated with medicine. 
Her condition advanced to con¬ 
gestive heart failure in October 
2017. 

Octogenarian not into 
bingo, gets her degree 

T’y RICHARDSON 
I Vv — After raising five 
kids and retiring at age 77 from 
her secretarial job, Janet Fein 
couldn’t be blamed for finally re¬ 
laxing, but that’s not her. 

Fein, now 84, went to back to 
school. And this week she’ll ac¬ 
complish a long-held goal when 
she graduates from the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas at Dallas with a 
bachelor’s degree. 

Fein said, “I didn’t have any¬ 
thing to do in retirement and I 
didn’t think playing bingo was up 
to my speed.” 

Fein made it to class even after 
she had to start using a walker. 
Then her knees gave out, so she 
did a semester of independent 
study and took online classes to 
fulfill her degree requirements. 

Trucker saves dogs 
thrown from vehicle 

ly Y WHITNEY POINT — 
1 ^ 1 A pair of beagle mixes 
are on the mend after authorities 
say a real-life Cruella de Vil threw 
them out of a moving vehicle on a 
snowy New York highway. 

State police on Saturday asked 
for the public’s help in find¬ 
ing the suspect in the incident 
last Wednesday on Interstate 
81 near Whitney Point, north of 
Binghamton. 

So far, they have no leads. 

A trucker driving nearby said 
the dogs were thrown from the 
rear passenger window of a dirty, 
rusty Dodge Durango. The truck¬ 
er stopped and rescued the dogs. 

Time capsule removed 
from state Capitol wall 

m HONOLULU — Hawaii 
officials have located a 
time capsule that was entombed 
in a wall of the state Capitol a 
half-century ago. 

Information had been lost about 
exactly where the time capsule 
was sealed, KHON-TV reported. 

A group spent nearly 30 hours 
carefully drilling a hole into the 
building. 

There were no instructions for 
how to remove the capsule, said 
Adam Jansen, a state archivist. 
After a slow process of remov¬ 


ing concrete layers, they removed 
the 20-pound copper box. 

It contains governmental re¬ 
cords from when Hawaii was 
transitioning into a U.S. state, 
Jansen said. 

More than 50 head of 
cattle taken from ranch 

aurora — Colorado 
police are investigat¬ 
ing the theft of more than 50 head 
of cattle worth about $75,000 
from a ranch. 

Rancher Ray Wooters said the 
theft of his cattle occurred at 
night last week, possibly by two 
people on horseback who were 
seen moving the cattle off the 
ranch east of Denver. 

Wooters thinks they were then 
loaded on waiting trucks and 
taken away. 

He said most of the cattle were 
pregnant and were expected to 
deliver calves in the spring. 

Prized lumber found in 
gutted warehouses 

lAfl RACINE—AWisconsin 
WW I material-design compa¬ 
ny is reclaiming timber from gut¬ 
ted warehouses in Racine. 


Urban Evolutions co-owner 
Jeff Janson said he’s found the 
wooden equivalent of a hidden 
stash of gold in some dismantled 
JI Cast steam engine and thresh¬ 
er machine warehouses. 

The Milwaukee Journal Senti¬ 
nel reported that much of the tim¬ 
ber is 19th-century, old-growth, 
longleaf pine from forests in the 
South. The forests were all but 
wiped out in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries by Ameri¬ 
ca’s rapidly growing demand for 
lumber. 

Arsonist shoots arrow 
at approaching officers 

WT ST. ALBANS — Police 
w I said a man set an apart¬ 
ment on fire and then shot an 
arrow at officers as they moved 
to apprehend him. 

St. Albans police told WPTZ-TV 
that a 30-year-old man is facing 
arson and attempted aggravated 
assault charges for intentionally 
setting a Friday afternoon fire 
at an apartment building in St. 
Albans. 

A witness advised police that 
the man was carrying knives and 
a bow. 

Police found the man at a fam¬ 


ily member’s residence in a play¬ 
house, where he also lit several 
items on fire. 

Police said the man shot an 
arrow from inside the playhouse 
at approaching officers. 

Teacher steals student’s 
violin to pay $700 ticket 

^ A DECATUR — A Geor- 
gia teacher is facing 
charges after surveillance video 
captured him stealing a violin 
from one of his students. 

WSB-TV reported that police 
said the teacher confessed. 

Investigators said Brockett El¬ 
ementary School teacher Kalif 
Jones allegedly made his move 
while students were eating lunch 
in the DeKalb County school’s 
cafeteria. 

The criminal investigation 
began in late November after a 
9-year-old student came home 
without his instrument. The vio¬ 
lin is valued at $750. Police said 
the child’s mother reported it 
stolen to the school’s principal. 
School administrators reviewed 
surveillance video that showed 
the teacher, 21, taking the violin. 

Police arrested Jones after he 
admitted stealing the violin be¬ 


cause he had recently received 
a $700 ticket and needed some 
money to help pay for it. 

Suspect pins officer 
between 2 vehicles 

nA PHILADELPHIA — 
Police said a Philadel¬ 
phia officer was injured during a 
traffic stop when she was pinned 
between a U-Haul van and a pa¬ 
trol vehicle. A suspect was quick¬ 
ly arrested. 

A police spokesman said two 
highway officers in northwest 
Philadelphia on Saturday night 
spotted a U-Haul van that had 
been stolen and pulled in front of 
it at a red light. 

Police said the driver acceler¬ 
ated, pinning the officer between 
the two vehicles, and fled. The 
officer’s partner got into the U- 
Haul and reversed, freeing the 
officer. She was treated at Temple 
Medical Center. 

Police said part of the offend¬ 
er’s jacket was found on a barbed- 
wire fence leading to a bridge, and 
a helicopter unit spotted a heat 
signature underneath the span. 
The suspect, 24, was arrested. 
From wire reports 
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In the holiday spirit 


Toni Braxton starring in, producing Christmas movie 


Actress and singer Toni Braxton, shown Nov. 12, has starred in several TV movies 
recently. Her latest is “Every Day Is Christmas,” which will air Dec. 25 on AFN-Movie. 

Gary Gerard Hairilton/AP 


up embracing the spirit of Christmas when 
her past, present, and future collide, forcing 
her to risk the one thing money can’t buy: her 
heart. 

“I love Christmas movies,” she said. “Holi¬ 
day time makes me feel happy and festive and 
excited. I got a three-picture deal at Lifetime 
and I thought a Christmas movie would be the 
perfect way to come out and introduce it.” 

But not only is she working hard in front of 
the camera, she’s putting in sweat equity be¬ 
hind it. Braxton serves as an executive pro¬ 
ducer on the movie. She said she got “a little 
taste” of executive producing over the years 
“but now that I’ve bitten the apple, I want the 
whole thing.” 

Braxton’s first film role was in 2001’s 
“Kingdom Come.” Since then, she’s starred in 
several TV movies, including her own biopic, 
2016’s “Toni Braxton: Un-Break My Heart,” 
and “Faith Under Fire,” which premiered this 
year. 

But longtime fans shouldn’t be worried that 
Toni is swapping her music for movies. Why? 

“Because love it so much,” Braxton said. 
“It’s my favorite thing to do — performing.” 


By Gary Gerard Hamilton 


T oni Braxton has been nominated for 
Grammys again for her latest album, 
but these days the singer is also fo¬ 
cusing on acting — and flexing her 
producing muscles. 

“I find that I really love everything about 
film and film-making,” the multiplatinum 
singer said in a recent interview. “I just 
really love movies, whether TV or any¬ 
thing that’s dealing with film.” 

Braxton, a seven-time Grammy win¬ 
ner nominated for three more Gram¬ 
mys this month for her latest album, 
“Sex & Cigarettes,” is currently 
starring in “Every Day Is 
Christmas” on Lifetime. In¬ 
spired by the Charles Dickens 
classic “A Christmas Carol,” 
the movie centers around Alexis 
Taylor, played by Braxton, as she 
gets the holiday visit of a lifetime. 

A self-proclaimed workaholic 
who “humbugs” love, Alexis ends 


Police visit ‘SNL’ actor Pete Davidson after Instagram post 


Associated Press 

New York City police were concerned 
about Pete Davidson after he wrote “I 
don’t want to be on this earth anymore” on 
Instagram. And they visited the “Saturday 
Night Live” star to make sure he was OK. 

A police spokesman declined to say 
where officers met with 
Ariana Grande’s ex-fiance 
on Saturday. But his Insta¬ 
gram posting was deleted 
and NBC did not cancel its 
live show. 

On the show, David¬ 
son introduced a perfor¬ 
mance of John Lennon’s 
song “Happy Xmas (War 
is Over)” by musical guests Miley Cyrus, 
Mark Ronson and Sean Ono Lennon. 

What alarmed Davidson’s fans and au¬ 
thorities was the tone of the entertainer’s 
post: “I’m doing my best to stay here for 
you but I actually don’t know how much 
longer I can last. All I’ve ever tried to do 
was help people. Just remember I told you 
so.” He added a heart emoji. 

Social media erupted with words of love 
for the 25-year-old comedian and native 
New Yorker who first appeared on “Satur¬ 
day Night Live” in 2014. 

This month, Davidson wrote on Insta¬ 
gram that he has spoken about borderline 
personality disorder from which he says he 
suffers, “and being suicidal publicly only in 
the hopes that it will help bring awareness 
and help kids like myself who don’t want to 
be on this earth. 

“No matter how hard the internet or any¬ 
one tries to make me kill myself I won’t. 
I’m upset I even have to say this.” 

Davidson and Grande were engaged in 
June, but broke up this fall. 

In November, Davidson apologized for 
mocking the appearance of former Navy 
SEAL Dan Crenshaw, now a congress¬ 
man-elect from Texas, who lost an eye in 
Afghanistan. 


‘Spider-Verse’ atop box office; 
‘Mortal Engines’ tanks 

“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” 
spun enough magic to top the domestic 
box office in its first weekend in theaters, 
proving that there is widespread audience 
interest in big-screen animated versions of 
Marvel’s marquee superheroes. 

The film led a host of newcomers that 
debuted to varying success, including 
Clint Eastwood’s drug smuggling drama 
“The Mule” (second place with $17.2 mil¬ 
lion) and the Peter Jackson-produced epic 
“Mortal Engines,” which bombed in North 
American theaters (fifth place with $7.5 
million). 

“Into the Spider-Verse” earned an esti¬ 
mated $35.4 million against a $90 million 
production budget, which is a record for 
animated movies in December (although 
the hybrid “Alvin and the Chipmunks” 
movies were higher). The film features an 
innovative animation style — both CGI and 
hand-drawn — and focuses on the Miles 
Morales character as he learns to become 
the famed web-slinger. 

Holdovers “Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch” 
($11.6 million) and “Ralph Breaks the 
Internet” ($9.6 million) were in third and 
fourth place, respectively. 

1947 Oscar sells for nearly 
$500,000 at auction 

One Academy Award trophy sold for 
nearly $500,000 and the second for well 
over $200,000 in a rare auction of Oscars 
that ended Dec. 14 in Los Angeles. 

A best-picture Oscar for “Gentleman’s 
Agreement,” the 1947 film starring Greg¬ 
ory Peck that took on anti-Semitism, sold 
for $492,000. A best picture statuette for 
1935’s “Mutiny on the Bounty” fetched 
$240,000. 

Both were outpaced by an archive of pa¬ 


pers on the origin and development of “The 
Wizard of Oz” that brought in $1.2 million. 

Auctions of Oscar statuettes are very 
uncommon because winners from 1951 
onward have had to agree that they or their 
heirs must offer it back to the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for $1 
before selling it elsewhere. Neither of the 
Oscars’ sales approached the record of 
$1.5 million paid by Michael Jackson to ac¬ 
quire David 0. Selznick’s “Gone with the 
Wind” Oscar in 1999. 

Disney actor Westmoreland 
fired after arrest 

Disney Channel actor Stoney Westmore¬ 
land has been fired after he was arrested 
in Salt Lake City for allegedly attempting 
to have a sexual relationship with an on¬ 
line acquaintance he believed was 13 years 
old. 

In a statement Dec. 15, Disney an¬ 
nounced that the 48-year-old Westmore¬ 
land had been dropped from the sitcom 
“Andi Mack,” on which he plays the grand¬ 
father of the teenage title character. 

Salt Lake police detective Greg Wilking 
told The Associated Press that Westmore¬ 
land was on his way to what he believed 
would be a sexual encounter when he was 
arrested Dec. 14 and charged with enticing 
a minor and sending inappropriate materi¬ 
als, including nude images. 

Westmoreland’s other acting credits in¬ 
clude “Scandal” and “Breaking Bad.” 

Apple strikes deal to produce 
new ‘Peanuts’ content 

Charlie Brown, Snoopy and the “Pea¬ 
nuts” crew will have a new home on Ap¬ 
ple’s streaming service. 

Apple has struck a deal with DHX Media 
to produce new “Peanuts” content. The 
global children’s content and brands com¬ 


pany will develop and produce original 
programs for Apple including new series, 
specials and shorts based on the beloved 
characters. 

“Peanuts” was created by Charles M. 
Schulz in 1950. 

DHX will produce original short-form 
STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math) content that will be exclusive to 
Apple, including astronaut Snoopy. 

Peanuts Worldwide and NASA recently 
signed a Space Act Agreement, designed to 
inspire a passion for space exploration and 
STEM among youth. 

Other news 

■ Jeff Bridges might have once been 
considered as one of Hollywood’s most 
underappreciated actors, but next month’s 
Golden Globe Awards will showcase his 
life and illustrious career by bestowing 
him one of its highest honors. Bridges will 
receive the Cecil B. DeMille Award during 
the 76th annual awards ceremony on Jan. 
6, 2019, the Hollywood Foreign Press As¬ 
sociation announced Monday. The actor 
been praised for starring in films includ¬ 
ing “Crazy Heart,” “True Grit,” “Hell or 
High Water” and “The Big Lebowski.” 

■ Cardi B is asking the public to not 
bash Offset, who became the target of in¬ 
ternet outrage after he interrupted her set 
Dec. 15 at the Rolling Loud Festival in Los 
Angeles and asked her to get back together 
with him. Cardi B on Sunday said in an 
Instagram video that she wishes people 
wouldn’t bash the father of her daughter. 

■ CBS News is replacing Ryan Kadro, 
the top executive at “CBS This Morning,” 
which has struggled to maintain its foot¬ 
ing since Charlie Rose was fired a year 
ago on sexual misconduct charges. CBS 
also pledged Dec. 14 to give $20 million to 
18 organizations dedicated to eliminating 
sexual harassment in the workplace. 
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Updated 2019 Elantra adds tech, safety 


By Emma Jayne Williams 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

T he compact Hyundai Elantra 
sedan, now in its sixth generation, 
gets a thorough redesign for 2019, 
inside and out, including more 
standard technology features, along with 
a new infotainment system and additional 
active safety features standard on more 
trims. 

Exterior styling is upgraded with a wider 
grille featuring horizontal slats, and deep- 
set vertical outboard turn signals with en¬ 
closures that allow air to pass through. 

New wedge-shaped headlights with LED 
running lights seem to pierce the upper 
grille corners. The hood is also new, along 
with the front fascia and front fenders. The 
trunk lid and taillights are new, as is the 
rear fascia. 

The license-plate housing has been 
moved down to the new glossy black rear 
bumper. Spear-shaped taillights extend 
across the trunk lid, echoing the piercing 
headlights. 

Trim levels include the 2.0 SE ($17,100, 
with six-speed manual gearbox; $18,100 
with six-speed automatic), 2.0 SEL 
($19,000), 2.0 Value Edition ($20,400), 2.0 
Limited ($22,600, the model I drove), 1.4 
Eco ($19,950), and 1.6 Sport (six-speed 
manual/seven-speed automatic, price not 
available at this time). 

The Eco trim gets new 15-inch alloy 
wheels with covers. Limited and Sport 
trims now have LED headlights. Inside, 



The 2019 Hyundai Elantra sedan has a 
standard rearview camera with guidelines, 
a larger infotainment display and 
Bluetooth connectivity on base models. 

the instrument panel and housing, center 
console, climate controls, air vents, and 
storage tray are new. 

Elantra now has a standard rearview 
camera with guidelines, a larger infotain¬ 
ment display, and Bluetooth connectivity 
on base models. Driver assistance on all 
but the base model includes forward colli¬ 
sion warning, automatic emergency brak¬ 
ing, blind-spot and rear cross-traffic alert, 
lane-departure warning/lane-keep assist, 
and Driver Attention Alert. It detects tired 
driving patterns and alerts the driver with 
audible and visual warnings on the instru¬ 
ment cluster. 

Under the hood of my Elantra Limited 
was a 147-horsepower 2.0-liter four-cylin¬ 
der engine with dual continuous variable 


valve timing, connected to a six-speed 
automatic transmission with Shiftronic 
(manual shifting), and 17-inch five V-spoke 
bi-color alloy wheels. Smart Shift Drive 
Mode is now standard on SEL models and 
above. 

Drive Mode allows the driver to con¬ 
trol fuel efficiency and driving dynam¬ 
ics: Normal for typical driving; Sport for 
quicker throttle response, longer shifting, 
and tighter steering; and Eco for slower, 
smoother acceleration, gentler steering, 
and lower A/C performance for maxi¬ 
mum fuel efficiency — up to 40 mpg on the 
highway. Otherwise, EPA ratings for my 
Elantra Limited were 28 mpg city/37 high¬ 
way/32 combined. In Normal mode, mostly 
on the highway, I averaged 36.8 mpg. 

HERE Real-Time Traffic uses multiple 
sources of information to supply continu¬ 
ous updates on traffic flow, road work, ac¬ 
cidents, closures, weather, and ETA, and 
offers alternate routes. Safe Exit Assist 
will audibly alert passengers if a vehicle is 
approaching from behind as they attempt 
to exit from the rear doors. It uses radar 
positioned inside the rear fenders to detect 
vehicles approaching from the rear, and 
will not allow the rear doors to be opened 
if traffic is detected. 

For 2019, the Limited now has stan¬ 
dard Infinity premium audio with eight 
speakers, including a center channel and 
subwoofer, HD radio, and Clari-Fi music 
restoration technology for clear, realis¬ 
tic sound. SiriusXM is included for three 
months. 


Blue Link Connected Services is stan¬ 
dard for three years, with features such 
as SOS Emergency Assistance (live agent 
trained to help). Enhanced Roadside Assis¬ 
tance (out of gas, flat tire, need a tow). Au¬ 
tomatic Collision Notification (notify first 
responders even without input from driver 
or passengers). Monthly Vehicle Report 
(assist in timely maintenance), and more. 

My Elantra Limited had four-wheel an¬ 
tilock brakes with electronic brake-force 
distribution and brake assist; electronic 
stability control with traction control; 
leather seating with heated front seats, and 
power drivers with lumbar support; dual 
automatic temperature control with auto 
defogger; hands-free smart trunk (cavern¬ 
ous 14.4 cubic feet of cargo space); a com¬ 
pact spare under the cargo floor; and Blue 
Link remote start. Auto defogger and re¬ 
mote start came in handy on frosty morn¬ 
ings, clearing the windows and warming 
the interior. 

With additional sound-absorbing materi¬ 
al, my Elantra was quiet, even at highway 
speeds. The seats were comfortable, even 
in the rear, with 35.7 inches of legroom. 
Driver and front passenger had 42.2 inches 
of legroom. 

Charging ports were limited to two 12- 
volt outlets (one in the center console arm¬ 
rest bin) and one USB port. 

Elantra was an IIHS Top Safety Pick 
Plus for 2018 and offers one of the best 
warranties in the segment. 
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Zinke’s most lasting failure? Stewardship. 
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By Collin O’Mara 

Special to The Washington Post 

S ecretaries of the interior have 
a sacred obligation to steward 
America’s public lands, tribal com¬ 
mitments, wildlife heritage and 
natural resources to ensure that they en¬ 
dure for future generations — responsibili¬ 
ties more important than ever in the face of 
cascading climate impacts. 

Most of the articles about Ryan Zinke’s 
resignation have focused on investigations 
and alleged improprieties, rather than his 
failure to fulfill these essential duties. But 
Zinke’s most lasting legacy will be the mil¬ 
lions of acres of public lands degraded, the 
climate pollution increased, the outdoor 
recreational opportunities forsaken, the 
national monuments decimated and the 
wildlife species imperiled by an all-con¬ 
suming energy-dominance agenda that 
irreparably violated President Theodore 
Roosevelt’s “great central task of leaving 
this land even a better land for our descen¬ 
dants than it is for us.” 

It didn’t have to be this way. When Zinke 
rode to the Interior Department on a crisp 
March morning last year, wearing a Stet¬ 
son and cowboy boots atop a horse named 
Tonto, he evoked Roosevelt’s conservation 
legacy in pledging “to ensure our public 
lands are managed and preserved in a way 
that benefits all Americans for generations 
to come.” It was a bold promise, and we felt 
he had some credentials to back it up. 

The National Wildlife Federation worked 
with Zinke both when he was a Montana 
state senator and a member of Congress. 
As a legislator, he actively opposed insidi¬ 
ous efforts to sell public lands and advocat¬ 
ed for important conservation programs 
such as the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. Despite grave concerns about the 


By Henry Olsen 
Special to The Washington Post 

B ritish Prime Minister Theresa 
May has survived, but her drive 
for Brexit may not. That would 
be bad for Britain. Whatever 
challenges Brexit poses for the United 
Kingdom, they pale in comparison to those 
that will confront it if it remains in the 
European Union given the continent’s own 
problems. 

The EU is in crisis. The East is becoming 
more populist by the day. Italy’s govern¬ 
ment has adopted a budget in contravention 
of EU guidelines, setting in motion a game 
of chicken that will test whether national 
governments within the EU are truly sov¬ 
ereign. And the EU’s pillars, France and 
Germany, are riven by political instability 
that will almost surely increase. 

The recent protests against French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron show how tenuous 
the EU’s political stability is. His imperi¬ 
ous manner and pro-Parisian policies have 
pushed the ordinary French voter close to 
the edge. Macron’s favorability ratings are 
now below 25 percent. 

Macron’s massive victory in last year’s 
presidential election was quite deceiving. 
In the first round, he and other backers of 
the status quo received only 50.4 percent 
of the votes; populists from the left and the 
right got the rest. Should the populists be 
able to unite, perhaps under the banner of 
the protesters, only a small shift in French 
sentiment would make France the latest, 
and the largest, nation to embrace popu¬ 
lism. That would surely increase French 
budget deficits, raising the specter of a Brit¬ 
ish-financed future bailout and decrease 
French support for the neo-liberal market 
economy that Remainers champion. 


president’s resource extraction predilec¬ 
tions, we encouraged the choice of Zinke 
over other potential nominees, because 
we hoped his background prepared him 
to balance the diverse, and sometimes 
competing, uses for our public lands and 
defend America’s treasured public lands 
from short-term exploitation. 

Unfortunately, commitments to adhere to 
the sustainable-use principles of Roosevelt 
and fellow conservationist Gifford Pinchot 
were immediately cast aside in narrow pur¬ 
suit of President Donald Trump’s energy 
dominance executive order. The balancing 
of conservation, recreation and cultural 
values with resource use “in the combi¬ 
nation that will best meet the present and 
future needs of the American people,” as 
required by law, was virtually ignored, as 
the department proposed oil and gas drill¬ 
ing in nearly all federal waters and held a 
rapid and reckless number of lease sales 
on lands owned by the American public, 
many in treasured landscapes such as the 
Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona. 

Common-sense standards for planning 
and siting energy development, reduc¬ 
ing methane pollution, protecting migra¬ 
tory birds and conducting offshore drilling 
safely were gutted. World-class scientists 
and natural resource professionals were 
reassigned or marginalized. Conservation 
plans developed collaboratively by Western 
governors and stakeholders to recover the 
imperiled greater sage grouse were grave¬ 
ly weakened. And the voices of American 
Indians and other local stakeholders were 
consistently silenced in decision-making, 
most notably in the unprecedented reduc¬ 
tion of the Bears Ears and Grand Stair- 
case-Escalante national monuments to 
allow greater resource extraction. 

Recognizing this massive chasm be¬ 
tween his conservation rhetoric and his 


These changes would matter less to Brit¬ 
ain if the EU were democratic. In such 
a place, Britain’s relative stability and 
growth would accord it more influence. 
But the EU is not a functioning democracy. 
It was founded in 1957 primarily as a way 
to tie Germany and France together and 
prevent recurrence of the conflicts that 
tore the continent apart. Sixty years later, it 
remains a Franco-German entente against 
which the m^ority of nations, and mem¬ 
bers of the EU Parliament, are powerless. 

Imagine what the next decade could 
look like should Britain remain in the EU. 
Britain’s relative economic strength has 
already attracted more than 2 million EU 
nationals to work within its borders. Should 
continental economies stagnate further, 
that tide would likely swell, further in¬ 
creasing the backlash that led to the Leave 
victory in the first place. Should Italy de¬ 
fault on its debts, an increasing likelihood, 
Britain will likely be asked to shoulder 
some of the bailout’s cost. More immigra¬ 
tion and higher taxes to fund more bailouts 
will not go over well with British voters. 

Optimists who think staying in would 
permit Britain to influence the EU’s poli¬ 
cies ignore the repeated examples to the 
contrary. The EU’s rejection of the May’s 
plea for slight adjustments to her exit deal 
is merely the latest in a series of acts that 
show the EU holds Britain in contempt. The 
EU looks at Britain as a cash cow whose 
economy sends money directly and indi¬ 
rectly to the other member states. It will 
not hesitate to milk the cow until it drops. 

Britain’s future outside the EU would 
be bright even after a necessary, and per¬ 
haps painful, adjustment. Modern Britain 
is the child of 30 years of reform started 
by Margaret Thatcher and completed by 
Tony Blair. Their efforts reinvigorated en- 


first-year reality, Zinke announced a 
“grand pivot” toward conservation this 
past May. He increased his attention on re¬ 
connecting fragmented wildlife migration 
corridors, expanding recreational access 
for hunting and fishing, and improving col¬ 
laboration among federal and state wildlife 
agencies. He championed fixing the crum¬ 
bling infrastructure of our national parks, 
national wildlife refuges and other public 
lands. He promoted offshore wind energy. 
These were important conservation pur¬ 
suits, but as Zinke’s tenure comes to an 
end, most remain unfinished and woefully 
underresourced, compared to the precisely 
executed energy dominance agenda. 

Roosevelt once said of a successor, “He 
means well, but he means well feebly.” No 
one expected an appointee of this adminis¬ 
tration to emulate conservation giants such 
as former Interior Secretaries Stewart 
Udall or Harold Ickes, but Zinke’s dogged 
pursuit of unfettered fossil-fuel extraction 
makes James Watt’s disastrous tenure look 
timid. Zinke never lived up to the Roos- 
eveltian standard he set for himself 

Of all the positions in the Cabinet, the 
secretary of the interior has the broadest 
responsibility to think holistically and act 
intergenerationally. Striking the right bal¬ 
ance among competing equities demands 
that decision-making actively engage all 
people, reflecting the faces of our country 
and respecting all cultures. The interests 
of the many must take precedence over 
special interests. After Zinke’s abrupt exit, 
it will be incumbent upon future secre¬ 
taries to triage the damage done and re¬ 
store the balance necessary to ensure that 
America’s public lands are managed “for 
the Benefit and Enjoyment of the People.” 

Collin O’Mara is president and CEO of the National 
Wildlife Federation. 


trepreneurship and optimism. Financial 
deregulation coupled with pro-market re¬ 
forms created the London powerhouse that 
attracts workers from all over the globe. 
They aren’t coming because they crave ac¬ 
cess to the EU; they crave access to Brit¬ 
ain’s real asset — its people. 

It’s easy to see the difference between 
the UK and the EU when you visit London 
and Paris, as I recently did. Paris is beau¬ 
tiful, but forlorn. The stores are old, the 
buildings are old and spirits are downcast. 
London, by contrast, sparkles with the 
new. New buildings, new stores and the en¬ 
ergy positively crackles from the streets. 
Ask any leader in Britain’s business world 
and they will tell you they worry about the 
post-Brexit future. But look in the eyes of 
anyone, leaders included, and you see that 
they will rise to that challenge. 

Remainers think Britain’s prosperity 
depends on its location. Leavers think its 
prosperity, long-term, depends upon its 
character. Freed from the shackles of the 
EU’s rules and Franco-German domina¬ 
tion, Leavers contend, British character 
will remain indispensable to a tired conti¬ 
nent and create new opportunities across 
the globe. Seeing the French and the Brit¬ 
ish up close, it’s hard to disagree. 

Fear of the future is understandable. 
“Human nature resists change,” Ronald 
Reagan once wrote, “and [it] goes over 
backward to resist radical change.” Brexit 
is radical change, but Britain should nev¬ 
ertheless embrace it. Europe will soon 
become the iron weights around Britain’s 
ankles. It should escape now and embrace 
what might become its finest hour. 

Henry Olsen Is senior fellow at the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center and author of “The Working 
Class Republican: Ronald Reagan and the Return 
of Blue-Collar Conservatism.” 


Brexit won’t hold Britain back like EU does today 
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1 FiMiAU C 0 M$mm& IT, 
i 1 CAAM&EP MY MIMP AMP 
; P£CIP£P 1 COULP MOT 'i 

5 WOULP MOT PARE MOT % 

\ PO AUCP A Tm&. E 

BUT MOi/ IT OCCURA TO , 
ME, PERUAPA THAT WAA { 
ME FROM THE FUTURE i 
mABITm MY PAAT AELF \ 
AMP MAKtMA JOAT AUCU i 
V AM "OTHER CHOICE." ^ | 

§ 1 THIMK 1 REGRET THAT 

i I'M 60 IM& TO PO WHAT 1 
i PIP TO PREPEMT ME 

\ FROM UMP 0 IM& THAT 

\ Set IT. 

i 


ACROSS 

52 Hanoi holiday 

24 Rhythm partner 

1 Lighten 

53 Corn recipe 

26 Bergman/ 

5 Series of battles 


Boyer film 

8 Saxophone 

DOWN 

27 Wax-coated 

range 

1 Ovum 

cheese 

12 Hidden valley 

2 100% 

28 Iditarod terminus 

13 2016 Olympics 

3 Six, in Sicily 

29 Graceful bird 

city 

4 Being 

31 Raced 

14 Profound 

5 Wee songbird 

34 Seth of “Late 

15 Sparkles 

6 Football filler 

Night” 

17 Grime 

7 Actress Russell 

35 Wild and crazy 

18 Charged bit 

8 User 

37 Boring routine 

19 Tibetans, e.g. 

9 “Star Wars” 

38 Meadows 



p£t7pL£? fSp(?type 

C’F COfJ^p[f,ACV 

THAT PgACTlCC 
<?F KtPfJAPPlfJi^ Fgr7rA 

TARTH Ff7p Vf? gTASf?^ IS 
A £TfV■eg^/^At^/T SLL/PF 




21 Sudden onrush 

24 United nations 

25 Wee 

26 Shimmers 

30 PC key 

31 Place for 
sweaters? 

32 Part of DJIA 

33 Saw briefly 

35 Crib cry 

36 Morays 

37 Asian noodles 

38 Royal bride 
of ’81 

41 Wet dirt 

42 New York canal 

43 Snafus 

48 Latin love 

49 Coop dweller 

50 Hebrew 
prophet 

51 Taxpayer IDs 

12-18 


princess 

10 Shore bird 

11 Makes a choice 
16 Water tester 

20 Slugger Sammy 

21 Men-only 

22 Tablet 

23 Against 


39 Branches 

40 Singer Celine 

41 Gum flavor 

44 Director Spike 

45 Med. plan 
option 

46 Ages and ages 

47 Compass dir. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


In G yesirfi, you ve gone 
from raging fiodiopatK to 
fun<itional mifi,antVirope, wKiciK 
ifi, exciellent progress for 


0ZARKO.COIA 

F^idel)0ok.dom/ Biz:^rroComid£ 

(S)2oi& SiZARBo STuPias Piat.M Xing 



YGSA S WSFMONATFJ YNOQSOJ 
ROS RFMTAX WTQS 
HDBBNNAJ, FRA IND JRI 
MGS I ’ OS HSTAX FTOFDTMJ 
FWNYA J? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip; IF A COLLECTION OF 
FRUIT TREES IS BEING BADLY NEGLECTED, FD 
SAY THAT’S A TORTURED ORCHARD. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals W 



































































































































































































































































Tuesday, December 18,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 


■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


H&R Block located in 
mall for Tax Seaso 
Experience preferred. 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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SCOREBOARD/MLB 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Auto racing 


NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 
Schedule-Winners 

Feb. 11 — x-Advance Auto Parts Clash 
(Brad Keselowski) 

Feb. 15 — x-Can-Am Duel 1 (Ryan 
Blaney) 

Feb. 15 - x-Can-Am Duel 2 (Chase El¬ 
liott) 

Feb. 18 - DAYTONA 500 (Austin Dil¬ 
lon) 

Feb. 25 - Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 
(Kevin Harvick) 

March 4 — Pennzoil 400 (Kevin Har¬ 
vick) 

March 11 — TicketGuardian 500 (Kevin 
Harvick) 

March 18 — Auto Club 400 (Martin 
Truex Jr) 

March 26 - STP 500 (Clint Bowyer) 

April 8 - O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 (Kyle 
Busch) 

April 15 - Food City 500 (Kyle Busch) 

April 21 — Toyota Owners 400 (Kyle 
Busch) 

April 29 - GEICO 500 (Joey Logano) 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 18 

1930 — Adolph Rupp coaches his 
first game at Kentucky, a 67-19 win over 
Georgetown College in Kentucky. Rupp 
retires in 1972 after winning 879 games 
and four national titles. 

1949 — The Philadelphia Eagles win 
the NFL championship with a 14-0 victory 
over the Los Angeles Rams. 

1954 — Montreal’s Maurice Richard 
becomes the first player in NHL history 
to score 400 goals during the Canadiens’ 
4-2 road victory against the Chicago 
Black Hawks. 

1961 — Olympic track star Wilma Ru¬ 
dolph wins The Associated Press’ female 
athlete of year award for the second 
consecutive year. 

1962 — Wilt Chamberlain of the San 
Francisco Warriors scores 61 points in a 
130-110 over the St. Louis Hawks. 

1964 — Oscar Robertson of the Cincin¬ 
nati Royals scores 56 points, including 18 
in the final quarter, in a 111-107 victory 
over the Los Angeles Lakers. 

1976 — Oakland quarterback Kenny 
Stabler scores with 14 seconds left to 
give the Raiders a 24-21 comeback vic¬ 
tory over the New England Patriots in the 
in the AFC divisional playoffs. 

1983 — Edmonton’s Wayne Gretzky 
scores his 100th point of the season 
the Edmonton Oilers’ 34th game, a 7-5 
victory over the Winnipeg Jets. Gretzky 
scores two goals and has two assists to 
get to 100 points faster than any player 
in NHL history. He finishes the season 
with 205 points. 

1995 — Jerry Rice of the San Francisco 
49ers records the fifth-highest yardage 
total by a receiver in NFL history with 
289 yards, and catches three touchdown 
passes in a 37-30 win over the Minnesota 
Vikings. 

1997 — Germany’s Katja Seizinger 
wins her sixth straight race to tie former 
French star Jean-Claude Killy’s World 
Cup record for consecutive victories. 

2005 — Indianapolis, which won its 
first 13 games, the fourth team in NFL 
history to do so, loses 26-17 at home to 
San Diego. 

2006 — Tenth-ranked Arizona State 
beats Texas Tech 61-45 when the sec¬ 
ond outdoor game in women’s college 
basketball history is called on account 
of rain with 4:18 to play at Chase Field, 
home of baseball’s Arizona Diamond- 
backs. 

2007 - Edmonton sets an NHL re¬ 
cord by competing in its fourth straight 
shootout, but loses to Dallas 2-1. The 
Oilers, who had won the first three, lose 
for the second time in their 12 shootout 
appearances. 

2008 — Steve Asmussen is the first 
North American trainer to win 600 Thor¬ 
oughbred races in a single year as Storm 
Trust captures the fifth race at Delta 
Downs. 

2011 - The Green Bay Packers’ 19- 
game winning streak, second-longest in 
NFL history, is snapped with a 19-14 loss 
at Kansas City. 

2011 — Brittney Griner scores 12 of her 
25 points in the closing run that pushes 
the top-ranked Baylor Lady Bears past 
No. 2 UConn 66-61. 

2016 — New England defeats Denver 
16-3 to clinch the AFC East and earn a 
first-round bye. It marks the eighth con¬ 
secutive division title for the Patriots, the 
longest streak in NFL history, breaking a 
tie with the 1973-79 Los Angeles Rams 
(seven). New England is the only team in 
NFL history to win 13 division titles in a 
14-year span. 


College basketball J College football 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 77, Fairfield 67 
Drexel 92, Quinnipiac 83 
Duquesne 72, Maine 46 
E. Mennonite 90, Buffalo St. 85 
Florida Gulf Coast 76, UMBC 53 
Fordham 74, Howard 67 
Hartford 87, Oakland 82 
Niagara 77, Cornell 74 
Providence 87, CCSU 63 
Rhode Island 83, West Virginia 70 
St. John’s 73, Wagner 58 
Stonehill 85, Concordia (N.Y.) 72 
Stony Brook 74, Delaware 68 
Vermont 75, Northeastern 70 
SOUTH 

Canisius 92, Elon 91 
Coastal Carolina 69, NC Central 65 
Mississippi 90, Chattanooga 70 
N. Kentucky 72, Miami (Ohio) 66 
Troy 87, W. Kentucky 81 
UCF 90, Stetson 65 
W. Virginia St. 95, Chowan 92 
William & Mary 106, William Peace 89 
Winthrop 109, Hiwassee 66 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 82, Findlay 57 
Illinois St. 88, Cleveland St. 77, OT 
Loyola of Chicago 80, Norfolk St. 49 
Michigan St. 104, Green Bay 83 
Milwaukee 87, Wis. Lutheran 64 
Nebraska 79, Oklahoma St. 56 
SOUTHWEST 

Houston 68, Saint Louis 64 
TCU 90, Indiana St. 70 
Tulsa 72, Dayton 67 
UTEP 68, UC Riverside 56 
FAR WEST 
Hawaii 76, MVSU 51 
New Mexico 82, Cent. Arkansas 70 
Pacific 79, CS Northridge 77 
San Francisco 68, Cal St.-Fullerton 54 
South Dakota 68, Colorado St. 63 
UC Davis 83, William Jessup 65 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 78, Boston U. 51 
CCSU 56, New Hampshire 47 
Drexel 65, Gardner-Webb 48 
Duquesne 66, ETSU 58 
Michigan St. 74, Hartford 66 
Penn St. 80, American U. 59 
Sacred Heart 74, Manhattan 46 
Siena 64, UMass 59 
SOUTH 

Alabama 87, Northwestern St. 73 
Auburn 73, Samford 46 
Ball St. 86, W. Kentucky 83 
Coll, of Charleston 65, Lipscomb 63 
Davidson 90, Clemson 80 
East Carolina 63, SC-Upstate 53 
Florida A&M 57, Miami (Ohio) 56 
Florida St. 71, Creighton 52 
Georgia Tech 60, Kennesaw St. 35 
Miami 71, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Old Dominion 60, VCU 57 
UAB 62, Alabama St. 47 
UNC-Greensboro 48, Liberty 45 
Virginia Tech 83, Mount St. Mary’s 51 
W. Michigan 69, FAU 59 
MIDWEST 

Akron 62, Canisius 53 

Arizona St. 65, Kansas St. 51 

Cincinnati 79, Xavier 61 

Gonzaga 70, Missouri St. 67 

Illinois St. 61, Maryville (MO) 52 

Iowa 83, N. Iowa 57 

Iowa St. 86, Drake 81 

N. Dakota St. 51, Valparaiso 48 

Notre Dame 103, Binghamton 53 

Ohio 73, lUPUl 66 

Ohio St. 46, Florida 41 

Purdue Fort Wayne 86, Goshen College 

South Carolina 82, Purdue 73 
UMKC 88, Loyola of Chicago 74 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 71, Prairie View 44 
North Texas 59, Xavier (LA) 46 
Oral Roberts 74, Houston Baptist 56 
TCU 69, Southern U. 40 
Texas 65, Stetson 46 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. 73, Washington 69 
California 69, UC Santa Barbara 45 
Long Beach St. 57, Grand Canyon 50 
Montana 79, St. Francis (Pa.) 77 
Montana St. 59, Nebraska-Omaha 56 
Southern Cal 58, CS Northridge 42 
Texas A&M 76, Oregon St. 70 
UC Irvine 84, Portland 69 
UCLA 71, Oklahoma St. 59 


Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 
WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Recalled 
Fs Troy Brown Jr. and Okaro White from 
Capital City (NBAGL). 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
CAROLINA HURRICANES - Assigned 
Fs Clark Bishop and Janne Kuokkanen 
and G Scott Darling to Charlotte (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled G Al- 
exandar Georgiev from Hartford (AHL). 
Assigned LW Matt Beleskey and G Dustin 
Tokarski to Hartford. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled F Tanner 
Kaspick from Tulsa (ECHL) to San Anto¬ 
nio (AHL). 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 
Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michi- 

New Orleans Bowl 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB (10-3) vs. North Illinois (8-5) 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
San Diego State (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fleu 
Marshall (8-4) vs. South Florida (7-5) 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Toledo (7-5) vs. FIU(8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Western Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6) 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Houston (8-4) vs. Army (9-2) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Buffalo (10-3) vs. Troy (9-3) 

Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Louisiana Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5) 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 


California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 


Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Redbox Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 


FCS playoffs 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 14 

North Dakota State 44, South Dakota 

State 21 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Eastern Washington 50, Maine 19 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 5 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (14-0) vs. Eastern 
Washington (12-2) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At McKinney, Texas 

Valdosta State 49, Ferris State 47 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 14 
At Shenandoah, Texas 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 24, Mount Union 16 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Morningside 35, Benedictine (Kan.) 28 


Golf 


Alfred Dunhill Championship 

Sunday 

At Leopard Creek CC 
Malelane, S. Africa 
Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 7,287; Par: 72 
Final 

David Lipsky, United States 70-66-70-68-274 
David Drysdale, Scotland 69-69-71-67-276 
Zander Lombard, S. Africa 71-69-68-69-277 
Scott Jamieson, Scotland 71-66-68-72-277 
Oliver Wilson, England 70-69-71-69-280 
Ben Evans, England 70-70-71-69-280 

Niklas Lemke, Sweden 72-68-70-71-281 
Louis Oosthuizen, S. Africa 71-69-70-71-281 
Oliver Bekker, S. Africa 66-73-75-68-282 
Adri Arnaus, Spain 71-74-67-70-282 

Pablo Larrazabal, Spain 69-73-67-73-282 
Neil Schietekat, Spain 72-72-70-69-283 
Darren Fichardt, S. Africa 69-70-73-71-283 
Dylan Frittelli, S. Africa 69-70-72-72-283 
Robert MacIntyre, Scotland 70-71-72-71-284 
Romain Langasque, France 74-68-69-73-284 
Brandon Stone, S. Africa 69-70-69-76-284 
J.-Paul Strydom, S. Africa 74-72-72-67-285 
M. Kawamura, Japan 72-71-72-70-285 
Chris Paisley, England 75-70-70-70-285 
Matt Wallace, England 74-71-70-70-285 
Max Orrin, England 71-74-67-73-285 

S. Crocker, United States 72-68-71-74-285 
C. Bezuidenhout, S. Africa 75-69-66-75-285 
Raphael Jacquelin, France 68-75-66-76-285 
Also 

Ernie Els, S. Africa 73-67-73-73-286 

Branden Grace, S. Africa 73-72-70-72-287 
C. Koepka, United States 73-72-75-79-299 


PGA Tour schedule 

Oct. 4-7 — Safeway Open (Kevin 

Oct. 11-14 — CIMB Classic (Marc Leish- 

Oct. 18-21 - The CJ Cup (Brooks Ko- 

^'^Ocb 25-28 - WGC-HSBC Champions 
(Xander Schauffele) 

Oct. 25-28 — Sanderson Farms Cham¬ 
pionship (Cameron Champ) 

Nov. 1-4 — Shriners Hospitals for Chil¬ 
dren Open (Bryson DeChambeau) 

Nov. 8-11 — Mayakoba Golf Classic 
(Matt Kuchar) 

Nov. 15-18 - RSM Classic (Charles 
Howell III) 

x-Nov. 29-Dec. 2 — Hero World Chal¬ 
lenge (Jon Rahm) 

Jan. 3-6 — Sentry Tournament of 
Champions, Kapalua Resort (Plantation), 
Kapalua, Hawaii 

Jan. 10-13 — Sony Open, Waialae CC, 
Honolulu 

Jan. 17-20 — Desert Challenge, PGA 
West (Stadium Course, Nicklaus Tour¬ 
nament Course) and La Quinta CC, La 
Quinta, Calif. 

Jan. 24-27 — Farmers Insurance Open, 
Torrey Pines GC (North and South), San 
Diego 

Jan. 31-Feb. 3 — Waste Management 
Phoenix Open, TPC Scottsdale, Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Feb. 7-10 - AT&T Pebble Beach Pro- 
Am, Pebble Beach, Spyglass Hill, Mon- 


Ramos 
to join 
Mots for 
$19M 

By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The New York 
Mets have agreed to a $19 million, 
two-year contract with free agent 
catcher Wilson Ramos, accord¬ 
ing to a person familiar with the 
negotiations. 

The agreement signals an end 
to the Mets’ pursuit of Marlins 
catcher J.T. Realmuto. Instead, 
New York turned to a two-time All- 
Star coming off a strong year with 
the Tampa Bay Rays and Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies. The person spoke to 
The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity Sunday because the 
deal has not been announced and 
is pending a physical. 

He would get $8.25 million next 
year and $9.25 in 2020, and the 
Mets would have a $10 million op¬ 
tion with a $1.5 million buyout. 

The 31-year-old Ramos batted 
.306 with 15 home runs and an 
.845 OPS last season, ranking fifth 
among catchers in Wins Above Re¬ 
placement at 2.4, via Fangraphs. 

New York officials met last 
week with Ramos at the winter 
meetings in Las Vegas and with 
Yasmani Grandal, another free 
agent catcher, in Arizona. Ramos 
became the priority for the Mets, 
partly because of compensation 
required for signing Grandal, who 
turned down a $17.9 million quali¬ 
fying offer from the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. If New York had signed 
Grandal, the Mets would have for¬ 
feited their second-highest pick 
in next June’s amateur draft and 
$500,000 of international signing 
bonus allocation in 2019-20. 

The Mets also discussed a pos¬ 
sible trade for Realmuto but de¬ 
cided the players it would have 
had to give up in a swap were too 
high a cost. 

Ramos crosses another item of 
the to-do list of new general man¬ 
ager Brodie Van Wagenen. The 
former agent acquired All-Star 
second baseman Robinson Cano 
and closer Edwin Diaz from Se¬ 
attle and also brought back former 
New York closer Jeurys Familia 
on a $30 million, three-year deal. 
The team may still pursue an up¬ 
grade in center field and a left- 
handed reliever. 

Ramos is expected to be New 
York’s primary catcher, with Tra¬ 
vis d’Arnaud and Kevin Plawecki 
as possible backups. D’Arnaud, 
who turns 30 in February, has 
been on the disabled list in five 
straight seasons as injuries limit¬ 
ed him to 366 major league games, 
an average of 73 per season. 

Ramos made the AL All-Star 
team this year but missed the 
game with a hamstring issue, and 
injuries have been a problem for 
him the past few years. He tore his 
right ACL at the end of a breakout 
2016 season with the Washington 
Nationals, likely costing himself 
millions of dollars as a free agent 
that offseason. 
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NBA 



Al Drago/AP 

Wizards guard John Wall directs action during the second half of 
Sunday’s game in Washington. Wall finished with 40 points and 14 
assists in the Wizards’ 128-110 win. 


Roundup 

Wall’s big game lifts 
Wizards past Lakers 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — John Wall 
was at his attacking best: 40 
points and 14 assists; one no-look, 
through-the-legs assist; one buzz¬ 
er-beating rainbow step-back 
jumper. 

LeBron James was at his slug¬ 
gish worst: a season-low 13 points 
on 5-for-16 shooting. 

So it made sense that Wall’s 
reeling and undermanned Wash¬ 
ington Wizards, amid so much los¬ 
ing and infighting and roster flux, 
would dominate James and his ris¬ 
ing Los Angeles Lakers through¬ 
out a 128-110 win on Sunday. 

“We’re a team that’s built on 
energy and depth,” James said. 
“We didn’t have either tonight.” 

A day after he and Lonzo Ball 
each registered a triple-double in 
a win at Charlotte, the four-time 
NBA MVP had six rebounds and 
three assists and sat out the fourth 
quarter of a lopsided laugher. 

“We did a good job of making it 
a little difficult on him, showing 
him a lot of bodies, active hands,” 
said Wizards guard Bradley 
Beal, who had 25 points and 12 
rebounds. 

76ers 128, Cavaliers 105: 

Ben Simmons had 22 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and 14 assists for his third 
triple-double of the season, Joel 
Embiid scored 24 points and Phil¬ 
adelphia won in Jimmy Butler’s 
return, routing host Cleveland. 

Butler scored 19 points after 
missing two games — both losses 
— with a strained groin. 

Nuggets 95, Raptors 86: 
Nikola Jokic scored 26 points, 
Jamal Murray had 15 of his 19 
in the fourth quarter and Denver 
rallied past visiting Toronto in a 
contest between banged-up con¬ 
ference leaders. 

The Nuggets won for the 10th 
time in 12 games and retain a shm 
lead over Golden State in the West¬ 
ern Conference. This is the latest 
the Nuggets (20-9) have been in 
first place in the West since Dec. 


Ron Schwane/AP 

Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons, 
pictured, had 22 points, 11 
rebounds and 14 assists in the 
76ers’ 128-105 win over the 
Cavaliers on Sunday in Cleveland. 

18,1984, according to information 
by Elias Sports Bureau. 

Heat 102, Pelicans 96: Josh 
Richardson scored 22 points, 
Dwyane Wade added 19 in what 
was likely his final game in New 
Orleans, and Miami beat the 
Pelicans. 

Kings 120, Mavericks 113: 

Buddy Hield and De’Aaron Fox 
each scored 28 points and Sac¬ 
ramento ended Dallas’ 11-game 
home winning streak. 

Pacers 110, Knicks 99: Victor 
Oladipo scored 26 points, Myles 
Turner had 24 and host Indiana 
beat New York for its seventh 
straight victory. 

Nets 144, Hawks 127: 
D’Angelo Russell scored 32 
points, Rondae Hollis-Jefferson 
had 18 and Brooklyn beat visit¬ 
ing Atlanta for its fifth straight 
victory. 



Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 


L Pet GB 

9 .719 - 


20 11 .645 _ _ 

18 11 .621 3'/2 

13 18 .419 9'/2 

9 22 .290 13'/2 

Southeast Division 
Charlotte 14 15 .483 - 

Orlando 14 15 .483 - 

Miami 13 16 .448 1 

Washington 12 18 .400 2'/2 

Atlanta 6 23 .207 8 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 19 9 .679 - 

Indiana 20 10 .667 - 

Detroit 14 13 .519 4'/2 

Chicago 7 23 .233 13 

Cleveland 7 23 .233 13 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Memphis 

San Antonio 
Houston 
New Orleans 

Northwest Division 
Denver 20 9 

Oklahoma City 
Portland 


13 .552 

13 .536 

15 .500 

14 .500 

16 .484 


Golden State 
L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


13 .. 

Pacific Division 


16 


10 .643 
13 .552 
16 .467 
16 .448 

10 .667 
12 .600 

12 .586 

13 .552 
24 .200 


14 


Saturday’s games 

Orlando 96, Utah 89 
Detroit 113, Boston 104 
L.A. Lakers 128, Charlotte 100 
Houston 105, Memphis 97 
Chicago 98, San Antonio 93 
Oklahoma City 110, L.A. Clippers 104 
Phoenix 107, Minnesota 99 
Sunday’s games 
Brooklyn 144, Atlanta 127 
Philadelphia 128, Cleveland 105 
Indiana 110, New York 99 
Washington 128, L.A. Lakers 110 
Miami 102, New Orleans 96 
Sacramento 120, Dallas 113 
Denver 95, Toronto 86 

Monday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Phoenix at New York 
Chicago at Oklahoma City 
Sacramento at Minnesota 
Utah at Houston 
Philadelphia at San Antonio 
Memphis at Golden State 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Indiana 
L.A. Lakers at Brooklyn 
Washington at Atlanta 
Dallas at Denver 

Wednesday’s games 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
San Antonio at Orlando 
Indiana at Toronto 
Phoenix at Boston 
Brooklyn at Chicago 
Detroit at Minnesota 
New Orleans at Milwaukee 
Washington at Houston 
Golden State at Utah 
Memphis at Portland 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento 

Sunday 

Wizards 128, Lakers 110 

L.A. LAKERS - James 5-16 3-6 13, Kuz¬ 
ma 9-15 2-2 20, Chandler 1-3 0-0 2, Ball 
4-11 0-0 10, Hart 2-10 0-0 4, Mykhailiuk 

2- 6 1-1 5, Zubac 2-2 0-0 4, Wagner 5-7 0- 
0 12, McGee 0-0 0-0 0, Bonga 1-1 1-2 3, 
Caldwell-Pope 9-12 3-3 25, Stephenson 
4-8 1-4 12. Totals 44-91 11-18 110. 

WASHINGTON - Satoransky 4-7 2-2 11, 
Green 8-15 0-1 20, Bryant 4-8 0-0 8, Wall 
16-27 4-6 40, Beal 10-24 1-1 25, Dekker 10- 
15 0-0 20, Brown Jr. 0-4 0-0 0, White 0-1 0-0 
0, Morris 2-4 0-0 4, McRae 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
54-106 7-10 128. 

L.A. Lakers 23 28 25 34-110 

Washington 33 38 28 29-128 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 11- 
36 (Caldwell-Pope 4-6, Stephenson 

3- 6, Wagner 2-3, Ball 2-7, James 0-2, 
Mykhailiuk 0-3, Kuzma 0-4, Hart 0-5), 
Washington 13-31 (Green 4-6, Wall 4-8, 
Beal 4-9, Satoransky 1-2, Brown Jr. 0-1, 
White 0-1, Dekker 0-2, Morris 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 43 
(Chandler 7), Washington 51 (Beal 12). 
Assists—L.A. Lakers 24 (Caldwell-Pope, 
Stephenson 5), Washington 30 (Wall 14). 
Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 13, Washington 
13. Technicals—Stephenson, Washington 
coach Wizards (Defensive three second). 
A-20,409 (20,356). 


76ers 128, Cavaliers 105 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 6-10 4-5 19, 
Chandler 4-10 1-1 11, Embiid 10-16 4-6 24, 
Simmons 9-15 4-5 22, Redick 5-11 2-3 14, 
Muscala 4-7 0-0 8, Bolden 1-1 0-0 2, John¬ 
son 1-1 0-0 2, Shamet 6-7 0-0 16, McCon¬ 
nell 4-5 0-0 8, Korkmaz 1-6 0-0 2, Milton 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 51-91 15-20 128. 

CLEVELAND - Burks 2-10 0-0 5, Osman 
6-10 4-7 18, Zizic 3-4 1-2 7, Sexton 6-13 0-0 
12, Hood 5-9 1-2 13, Blossomgame 0-2 0-0 
0, Nance Jr. 3-7 1-2 7, Frye 1-2 0-0 3, Del- 
lavedova 5-9 0-0 13, Clarkson 6-16 4-4 18, 
Nwaba 4-6 0-0 9. Totals 41-88 11-17 105. 
Philadelphia 29 36 24 39-128 

Cleveland 36 22 27 20-105 


Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 11-27 
(Shamet 4-5, Butler 3-4, Redick 2-5, Chan¬ 
dler 2-6, Muscala 0-1, Embiid 0-1, Milton 0- 

1, Korkmaz 0-4), Cleveland 12-30 (Dellave- 
dova 3-4, Osman 2-4, Hood 2-5, Clarkson 

2- 6, Frye 1-2, Nwaba 1-2, Burks 1-4, Nance 
Jr. 0-1, Sexton 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Philadelphia 48 (Simmons 11), 
Cleveland 33 (Clarkson 6). Assists—Phila¬ 
delphia 32 (Simmons 14), Cleveland 28 
(Dellavedova 7). Total Fouls—Philadel¬ 
phia 18, Cleveland 20. Technicals—Cleve¬ 
land coach Cavaliers (Defensive three 
second). A-19,432 (20,562). 

Pacers 110, Knicks 99 

NEW YORK - Knox 6-15 0-2 15, Vonleh 

3- 10 0-0 7, Kanter 7-11 5-5 20, Mudiay 5-11 
7-10 18, Hardaway Jr. 8-18 2-3 19, Hezonja 
1-3 0-0 2, Kornet 2-4 0-0 5, Ntilikina 1-4 1- 
2 3, Burke 1-7 0-0 3, Lee 3-6 0-0 7. Totals 
37-89 15-22 99. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 4-12 3-3 12, 
Young 5-9 0-1 10, Turner 10-19 3-4 24, Col- 
lison 1-2 0-0 3, Oladipo 7-13 7-8 26, Mc¬ 
Dermott 3-6 0-0 9, Sabonis 6-10 1-2 13, 
Holiday 2-8 3-3 7, Joseph 2-8 1-2 6. Totals 
40-87 18-23 110. 

New York 26 27 20 26- 99 

Indiana 28 28 23 31-110 

Three-Point Goals—New York 10-32 
(Knox 3-9, Kanter 1-1, Lee 1-2, Burke 1-2, 
Kornet 1-3, Mudiay 1-3, Hardaway Jr. 1-5, 
Vonleh 1-5, Ntilikina 0-2), Indiana 12-34 
(Oladipo 5-8, McDermott 3-5, Collison 
1-2, Turner 1-4, Joseph 1-4, Bogdanovic 
1-5, Holiday 0-6). Fouled Out-None. Re¬ 
bounds—New York 44 (Kanter 15), Indi¬ 
ana 45 (Sabonis 12). Assists—New York 
21 (Mudiay 6), Indiana 28 (Oladipo 7). 
Total Fouls—New York 19, Indiana 18. 
A-16,646 (20,000). 

Nuisets 95, Raptors 86 

TORONTO - Miles 2-12 0-0 6, Leonard 
12-21 4-4 29, Ibaka 6-10 1-1 14, Wright 6- 
12 3-3 15, Green 3-9 0-0 7, Anunoby 2-10 
1-4 7, Boucher 0-1 0-0 0, Monroe 2-6 0-2 
4, Brown 2-7 0-0 4, Richardson 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 35-88 9-14 86. 

DENVER - Hernangomez 0-5 2-3 2, 
Jokic 11-19 4-5 26, Plumlee 4-8 2-2 10, 
Murray 7-16 2-2 19, Craig 5-14 0-0 13, Lyles 
1-6 2-2 4, Morris 5-11 0-0 12, Young 1-1 0-0 
3, Beasley 2-5 1-2 6. Totals 36-85 13-16 95. 
Toronto 23 24 25 14-86 

Denver 23 16 29 27-95 

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 7-35 
(Anunoby 2-8, Miles 2-9, Ibaka 1-1, Green 
1-4, Leonard 1-6, Boucher 0-1, Brown 0-2, 
Wright 0-4), Denver 10-30 (Craig 3-8, Mur¬ 
ray 3-8, Morris 2-3, Young 1-1, Beasley 1- 

2, Jokic 0-1, Lyles 0-3, Hernangomez 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Ibaka. Rebounds—Toronto 
51 (Leonard 14), Denver 44 (Jokic 9). As¬ 
sists—Toronto 13 (Leonard, Wright 4), 
Denver 21 (Murray, Jokic, Morris 4). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Toronto 16, Denver 14. Techni- 
cals-Green, Ibaka. A-19,520 (19,520). 

Heat 102, Pelicans 96 

MIAMI - Winslow 1-4 0-0 2, J.Johnson 
1-4 1-3 3, Whiteside 8-14 1-3 17, Richard¬ 
son 9-20 2-2 22, McGruder 0-6 0-0 0, Jones 
Jr. 5-7 0-3 11, Olynyk 2-9 4-4 8, Adebayo 
1-2 2-2 5, T.Johnson 5-13 2-2 15, Wade 6-12 

4- 4 19. Totals 38-91 16-23 102. 

NEW ORLEANS - Hill 4-6 1-2 10, Davis 
10-19 5-6 27, Randle 6-13 4-5 17, Frazier 
0-2 0-0 0, Holiday 8-19 2-2 22, Miller 1-9 
0-0 3, Diallo 0-0 0-0 0, Harrison 2-7 1-2 6, 
Moore 4-10 0-0 11, Jackson 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 35-86 13-17 96. 

Miami 33 24 28 17-102 

NewOrieans 28 23 22 23- 96 

Three-Point Goals-Miami 10-35 

(Wade 3-6, T.Johnson 3-8, Richardson 2-8, 
Adebayo 1-1, Jones Jr. 1-2, McGruder 0-1, 
J.Johnson 0-2, Winslow 0-2, Olynyk 0-5), 
New Orleans 13-36 (Holiday 4-8, Moore 3- 
6, Davis 2-3, Randle 1-1, Hill 1-2, Harrison 
1-6, Miller 1-8, Jackson 0-1, Frazier 0-1). 
Fouled Out—Holiday. Rebounds—Miami 
57 (Whiteside 12), New Orleans 38 (Davis 
12). Assists—Miami 22 (Adebayo 5), New 
Orleans 26 (Davis 7). Total Fouls—Miami 
21, New Orleans 22. Technicals—Davis. 
A-15,535 (16,867). 


Kings 120, Mavericks 113 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 4-11 5-6 
15, Bjelica 5-10 1-2 15, Cauley-Stein 4-10 

4-4 12, Fox 11-19 6-6 28, Hield 12-23 1-1 28, 
Jackson 2-6 2-2 6, Koufos 4-6 0-0 8, Ferrell 
4-11 0-0 8, Williams 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 46-98 
19-21 120. 

DALLAS - Barnes 5-16 2-2 15, Doncic 
9-15 9-14 28, Jordan 4-7 0-0 8, Brunson 5- 
13 2-2 12, Matthews 4-13 2-2 13, Finney- 
Smith 2-4 2-3 6, Kleber 4-8 2-3 11, Nowitzki 
1-4 1-1 3, Powell 3-5 2-2 8, Harris 2-9 2-2 
7, Broekhoff 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 40-96 24-31 
113. 

Sacramento 34 27 32 27-120 

Dallas 31 27 25 30-113 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 9-31 
(Bj'elica 4-7, Hield 3-9, Bogdanovic 2-5, 
Williams 0-1, Jackson 0-1, Fox 0-3, Ferrell 
0-5), Dallas 9-35 (Matthews 3-6, Barnes 
3-7, Kleber 1-4, Harris 1-5, Doncic 1-5, 
Finney-Smith 0-1, Broekhoff 0-1, Nowit¬ 
zki 0-1, Powell 0-1, Brunson 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 47 
(Bj'elica 10), Dallas 53 (Jordan 23). As¬ 
sists—Sacramento 20 (Bogdanovic, Fox 
5), Dallas 22 (Doncic 9). Total Fouls—Sac¬ 
ramento 26, Dallas 18. Technicals—Sac¬ 
ramento coach Kings (Defensive three 
second). A-19,935 (19,200). 


Nets 144, Hawks 127 

ATLANTA - Huerter 2-4 0-0 4, Collins 
13-19 3-6 29, Dedmon 8-12 3-4 24, Young 
4-10 4-4 13, Bazemore 6-13 5-5 20, Bembry 

4- 10 0-0 8, Len 1-2 2-2 4, Lin 2-5 2-4 6, Ad¬ 
ams 1-1 0-0 3, Carter 3-5 0-0 7, Hamilton 

1- 2 0-0 3, Dorsey 0-0 0-0 0, Anderson 2-2 
0-0 6. Totals 47-85 19-25 127. 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 4-9 2-2 11, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 6-10 5-6 18, Allen 5-6 1-1 11, 
Russell 13-19 1-1 32, Harris 4-7 5-6 16, Car- 
roll 5-13 3-4 15, Dudley 5-9 3-3 16, Faried 
0-0 0-0 0, Davis 4-7 0-0 8, Napier 0-0 2-2 

2, Dinwiddle 3-8 8-8 15. Totals 49-88 30- 
33 144. 

Atlanta 23 43 30 31-127 

Brooklyn 42 30 39 33-144 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 14-29 
(Dedmon 5-5, Bazemore 3-6, Anderson 

2- 2, Adams 1-1, Young 1-2, Hamilton 1-2, 
Carter 1-3, Huerter 0-1, Collins 0-1, Lin 0- 

3, Bembry 0-3), Brooklyn 16-40 (Russell 

5- 9, Harris 3-6, Dudley 3-7, Carroll 2-8, 
Hollis-Jefferson 1-1, Dinwiddle 1-3, Ku¬ 
rucs 1-5, Davis 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Atlanta 33 (Dedmon 12), 
Brooklyn 39 (Davis 10). Assists—Atlanta 
38 (Young 10), Brooklyn 34 (Russell 7). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Atlanta 22, Brooklyn 21. Tech- 
nicals-Bazemore. A-13,955 (17,732). 


Leaders 

Scoring 


Harden, HOU 
Durant, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
James, LAL 
Lillard, POR 


25 231 208 
30 303 212 
27 272 190 
30 305 157 
29 253 189 
Rebounds 
G OFF DEF 
Drummond, DET 27 157 263 
Jordan, DAL 28 85 304 

Embiid, PHL 30 72 330 

Whiteside, MIA 24 100 220 
Antetokounmpo, MIL26 70 272 
Assists 


Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
Wall, WAS 
Holiday, NOR 
Teague, MIN 


20 


PTS AVG 

772 30.9 
870 29.0 
757 28.0 
831 27.7 
780 26.9 

TOT AVG 

420 15.6 
389 13.9 
402 13.4 
320 13.3 
342 13.2 

AST AVG 

200 10.0 
289 10.0 
248 8.9 

270 8.7 

192 8.3 


Calendar 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 
Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

Aprii 10 — Regular season ends. 

Aprii 13 — Playoffs begin. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


The Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic, center, pulls down a rebound in between 
Toronto Raptors forwards Seige Ibaka, left, and Kawhi Leonard on 
Sunday in Denver. The Nuggets won 95-86. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 34 25 7 2 52 138 97 

Buffalo 34 20 9 5 45 105 98 

Toronto 33 21 10 2 44 117 93 

Montreal 33 17 11 5 39 108 107 

Boston 33 17 12 4 38 90 88 

Detroit 34 14 15 5 33 98 115 

Ottawa 34 14 16 4 32 112 132 

Florida 31 12 13 6 30 101 113 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 32 20 9 3 43 122 100 

Columbus 32 17 12 3 37 107 105 

Pittsburgh 32 15 11 6 36 110 104 

N.Y. Islanders 31 15 12 4 34 89 91 

Carolina 32 14 13 5 33 84 93 

N.Y. Rangers 32 14 13 5 33 94 106 

New Jersey 31 11 13 7 29 94 111 

Philadelphia 31 12 15 4 28 93 116 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 33 22 9 2 46 121 94 

Nashville 33 22 10 1 45 104 82 

Colorado 33 18 9 6 42 121 102 

Minnesota 32 17 13 2 36 101 91 

Dallas 33 16 14 3 35 92 93 

St. Louis 31 12 15 4 28 88 107 

Chicago 35 10 19 6 26 99 135 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 34 22 10 2 46 122 93 

Anaheim 34 18 11 5 41 89 98 

San Jose 34 18 11 5 41 112 103 

Vegas 35 19 14 2 40 107 101 

Edmonton 34 18 13 3 39 98 101 

Vancouver 36 16 16 4 36 110 118 

Arizona 32 14 16 2 30 81 89 

Los Angeles 34 11 20 3 25 75 106 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Calgary 2, Minnesota 1 
Anaheim 2, Columbus 1, OT 
Montreal 5, Ottawa 2 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Detroit 3, SO 
Washington 4, Buffalo 3, SO 
Pittsburgh 4, Los Angeles 3, OT 
Florida 4, Toronto 3, OT 
Nashville 2, New Jersey 1, SO 
Colorado 6, Dallas 4 
Vancouver 5, Philadelphia 1 
Sunday’s games 
Vegas 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, OT 
Carolina 3, Arizona 0 
Calgary 7, St. Louis 2 
Buffalo 4, Boston 2 
Winnipeg 5, Tampa Bay 4, OT 
San Jose 7, Chicago 3 
Vancouver 4, Edmonton 2 
Monday’s games 
Vegas at Columbus 
Anaheim at Pittsburgh 
Boston at Montreal 
Nashville at Ottawa 
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado 
Tuesday’s games 
Florida at Buffalo 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Toronto at New Jersey 
Anaheim at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Minnesota 
Calgary at Dallas 
Nashville at Chicago 
St. Louis at Edmonton 
N.Y. Islanders at Arizona 
Tampa Bay at Vancouver 
Winnipeg at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Washington 
Montreal at Colorado 

Sunday 

Golden Knights 4, 
Rangers 3 (OT) 

Vegas 12 0 1-4 

N.Y. Rangers 1110-3 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Skj'ei 
3 (Buchnevich, Hayes), 1:13. 2, Vegas, 
Smith 7 (Marchessault, Miller), 11:40 
(PP). 

Second Period—3, Vegas, Stastny 1 
(Tuch, Pacioretty), 6:09. 4, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zibanejad 11 (Zuccarello, Hayes), 12:10 
(PP). 5, Vegas, Carrier 7 (Nosek), 13:12. 

Third Period—6 , N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
15 (Hayes), 3:29. 

Overtime—7, Vegas, Tuch 12 (Miller, 
Stastny), 2:11. 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 15-13-12-1—41. 
N.Y. Rangers 7-10-13-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 1 of 
2; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Vegas, Fleury 19-10-2 (30 
shots-27 savesT N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
10-9-5 (41-37). 

A-17,660 (18,006). T-2:38. 

Sabres 4, Bruins 2 

Buffalo 0 1 3-4 

Boston 0 1 1-2 

Second Period—1, Buffalo, Skinner 23 

(Eichel, Dahlin), 3:18. 2, Boston, Kampfer 
1 (Backes, Nordstrom), 5:18. 

Third Period-3, Buffalo, Eichel 13 
(Dahlin, Reinhart), 5:43. 4, Boston, Krug 
3 (Krejci, Forsbacka Karlsson), 13:21. 5, 
Buffalo, Skinner 24 (Reinhart, Eichel), 
16:29. 6, Buffalo, Eichel 14 (Reinhart, Gir- 
gensons), 19:35. 

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 10-9-8—27. 

Boston 14-10-13-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 1; Boston 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Buffalo, Ullmark 7-1-3 (37 
shots-35 saves). Boston, Rask 8-7-2 (26- 
23). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:35. 


Flames 7, Blues 2 

Calgary 4 1 2-7 

St. Louis 0 2 0-2 

First Period—1, Calgary, Tkachuk 
15 (Giordano, Lindholm), 5:58 (pp). 2, 
Calgary, Lindholm 17, 10:15 (sh). 3, Cal¬ 
gary, Giordano 6 (Tkachuk, Gaudreau), 
16:47 (pp). 4, Calgary, Quine 2 (Hanifin, 
Jankowski), 18:25. 

Second Period—5, St. Louis, Sundqvist 
5 (Dunn, Nolan), 2:29. 6, Calgary, Gaud¬ 
reau 14 (Ryan), 5:26. 7, St. Louis, Bozak 4 
(Dunn), 18:14. 

Third Period—8 , Calgary, Gaudreau 15 
(Lindholm, Monahan), 16:53. 9, Calgary, 
Quine 3 (Czarnik, Brodie), 18:44 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 16-9-4—29. St. 
Louis 6-16-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 3 
of 4; St. Louis Oof 2. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 11-3-1 (28 
shots-26 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 0- 
0-0 (12-10), Allen 10-9-4 (16-12). 

A-17,064 (19,150). T-2:26. 

Jets 5, Lightning 4 (OT) 

Tampa Bay 12 1 0-4 

Winnipeg 12 11-5 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Killorn 8 
(Palat, Vasilevskiy), 13:01 (pp). 2, Win¬ 
nipeg, Perreault 7 (Myers, Ehlers), 19:43 
(pp). 

Second Period—3, Winnipeg, Tanev 7 
(Morrissey, Lowry), 8:36. 4, Tampa Bay, 
Stamkos 16 (Palat), 9:13. 5, Tampa Bay, 
Johnson 14 (Sergachev, Point), 18:09. 6, 
Winnipeg, Ehlers 11 (Wheeler, Scheifele), 
19:19. 

Third Period—7, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
14 (Stamkos, Point), 6:55 (pp). 8, Win¬ 
nipeg, Ehlers 12 (Scheifele, Byfuglien), 
14:23. 

Overtime—9, Winnipeg, Scheifele 21, 
4:18. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 11-15-19- 

2- 47. Winnipeg 12-16-8-6-42. 
Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay 2 of 2; Winnipeg 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 10- 

3- 2 (42 shots-37 saves). Winnipeg, Hel- 
lebuyck 15-8-1 (47-43). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:38. 

Sharks 7 , Blackhawks 3 

San Jose 2 3 2-7 

Chicago 3 0 0-3 

First Period—1, Chicago, DeBrincat 14 
(Gustafsson), 2:34. 2, Chicago, Strome 
8 (P.Kane, Murphy), 3:21. 3, San Jose, 
M.Karlsson 3 (Burns, Radii), 9:58. 4, San 
Jose, Sorensen 6 (Labanc, Thornton), 
10:40. 5, Chicago, Perlini 3 (Seabrook, Sl- 
kura), 12:54. 

Second Period—6 , San Jose, E.Kane 
10 (Burns, E.Karlsson), 4:21 (pp). 7, San 
Jose, Goodrow 5 (Braun, M.Karlsson), 
7:36. 8, San Jose, Couture 11 (Dillon, 
E.Kane), 16:16. 

Third Period—9, San Jose, Labanc 4 
(Burns, HertI), 13:03 (pp). 10, San Jose, 
HertI 10 (Couture), 18:27. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 8-14-21—43. 
Chicago 5-8-7—20. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 2 
of 2; Chicago 0 of 4. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 13-7-3 (4 
shots-1 saves), Dell 5-4-2 (16-16). Chi¬ 
cago, Ward 4-5-4 (35-30), Crawford 6-14-2 
(8-6). 

A-21,237 (19,717). T-2:26. 

Hurricanes 3, Coyotes 0 

Arizona 0 0 0-0 

Carolina 0 2 1-3 

Second Period—1, Carolina, Foegele 4 
(Pesce, de Haan), 9:44.2, Carolina, Svech- 
nikov 9 (Faulk, Williams), 13:44. 

Third Period-3, Carolina, Aho 12 (Ter- 
avainen, de Haan), 4:32. 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 8-6-9—23. Car¬ 
olina 9-6-12-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 2; Carolina Oof 5. 

Goalies—Arizona, Hill 5-3-0 (27 shots- 
24 saves). Carolina, Mrazek 5-6-2 (23-23). 
A-13,051 (18,680). T-2:24. 

Canucks 4, Oilers 2 

Edmonton 0 1 1-2 

Vancouver 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Edmonton, Nu- 
gent-Hopkins 11 (Larsson, Khaira), 1:40. 
2, Vancouver, Edier 3 (Boeser, Horvat), 
11:49 (pp). 3, Vancouver, Boeser 12 
(Markstrom, Hutton), 14:46 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Vancouver, Petters- 
son 17 (Goldobin, Boeser), 3:04 (pp). 
5, Edmonton, Chiasson 15 (McDavid, 
Nurse), 15:50. 6, Vancouver, Horvat 16 
(Roussel, Edier), 18:18. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 10-4-8—22. 
Vancouver 7-15-8—30. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 1; Vancouver 3 of 5. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 11-4-1 
(29 shots-26 saves). Vancouver, Mark¬ 
strom 13-9-3 (22-20). 

A-18,036 (18,910). T-2:29. 

Calendar 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic, Boston at Chi¬ 
cago, Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 
Ind. 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca¬ 
lif. 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
April 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 



Andres Kudacki/AP 

The Golden Knights’ Alex Tuch scores in overtime to beat the New \brk Rangers on Sunday in New York. 


Roundup 

Tuch's OT goal lifts Knights 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Golden 
Knights needed overtime to earn 
two points after squandering a 
third-period lead for the second 
straight game. 

Alex Tuch buried a sharp¬ 
angled shot just over two min¬ 
utes into OT, giving the Golden 
Knights a 4-3 victory over the 
New York Rangers on Sunday. 

“It’s great to score in front of 
friends and family,” said Tuch, 
from Syracuse, New York. “I 
know what Madison Square Gar¬ 
den is, what it means to the city. 
It’s pretty cool to not only score 
the overtime winner, but to score 
in this building.” 

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 27 
shots in his 423rd career victory, 
which moved him into a tie with 
Tony Esposito for ninth on the 
NHL’s wins list. 

“Since the day we got him in the 
expansion draft, he is the leader 
of our group,” Golden Knights 
coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Fleury. “He gives us a chance to 
win every night.” 

Paul Stastny, Reilly Smith and 
William Carrier scored for Vegas, 
which extended its points streak 
to four straight games. The Gold¬ 
en Knights blew a three-goal lead 
in an overtime loss to the New 
Jersey Devils on Friday night. 

Chris Kreider, Brady Skjei and 
Mika Zibanejad scored for the 
Rangers, and Kevin Hayes had 
three assists. Henrik Lundqvist 
made 37 saves as New York 
dropped its third consecutive 
home game, all after regulation. 

“It was embarrassing,” Rang¬ 
ers coach David Quinn said. “You 
can’t come out and play hockey 
like that.” 


The Rangers dropped the previ¬ 
ous two games at Madison Square 
Garden in stunning fashion, let¬ 
ting three-goal leads slip away 
against the Jets and Coyotes. 

“This game is so much about 
the mind and how you recharge 
after wins and losses,” Lundqvist 
said. 

Kreider tied the game at 3 when 
his wrist shot sailed past Fleury’s 
glove at 3:29 of the third period. It 
was Kreider’s team-leading 15th 
of the season. 

Flames 7, Blues 2: Johnny 
Gaudreau and Alan Quine each 
scored twice, and visiting Cal¬ 
gary beat St. Louis. 

The Flames have won eight of 
nine and lead the Western Con¬ 
ference with 46 points 

Calgary scored four times on 
its first 15 shots in the opening 
period and cruised to improve to 
12-2-1 in its past 15. 

Jets 5, Lightning 4 (OT): Mark 
Scheifele scored 4:18 into over¬ 
time to lift host Winnipeg over 
league-leading Tampa Bay for its 
season-high fifth straight win. 

Patrik Laine skated in front of 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevs¬ 
kiy and lost the puck while Scheif¬ 
ele swooped in and cleaned up 
the rebound for Winnipeg’s third 
straight overtime win. Scheifele 
also had two assists, and the Jets 
tied for second in the NHL with 
Calgary. 

Sabres 4, Bruins 2: Jeff Skin¬ 
ner tucked the winning goal past 
Tuukka Rask with 3:13 remaining 
for his second score of the night, 
and visiting Buffalo beat Boston. 

Skinner’s team-leading 24th 
goal came off a feed from behind 
the net from Jack Eichel, who had 
two goals and two assists in his 


return to Boston. Eichel grew up 
in nearby North Chelmsford and 
starred at Boston University. 

Eichel added an empty-net 
goal with 24.2 seconds left. Linus 
Ullmark had 35 saves for the Sa¬ 
bres (20-9-5), who had lost six of 
eight. 

Sharks 7 , Blackhawks 3: Melk- 
er Karlsson, Evander Kane, Kevin 
Labanc, Tomas HertI and Logan 
Couture each had a goal and an as¬ 
sist, and visiting San Jose rallied 
for its fourth straight win. 

Marcus Sorensen and Bar¬ 
clay Goodrow also scored for 
the Sharks, who have won six of 
seven and climbed into a tie with 
Anaheim for second in the Pacific 
Division. 

Chicago goalie Corey Crawford 
left the game with 1:30 left in the 
first period after the back of his 
head struck the right post during 
a goalmouth pileup. He allowed 
two goals on eight shots and exited 
with the Blackhawks leading 3-2. 

Last-place Chicago lost for 10th 
time in its last 11 games despite 
grabbing an early 2-0 lead. 

Hurricanes 3, Coyotes 0: War¬ 
ren Foegele scored his first goal 
since October, Petr Mrazek made 
23 saves in his first shutout of the 
season and host Carolina beat 
Arizona. 

Defenseman Calvin de Haan 
had two assists for the Hur¬ 
ricanes, who won for only the 
second time in seven games this 
month. 

Canucks 4, Oilers 2: Brock 
Boeser had three power-play 
points and host Vancouver beat 
Edmonton. 

Boeser had a goal and set up 
goals by Alex Edier and Elias 
Pettersson. 
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Al Goldis/AP 


Michigan State’s Nick Ward, 
right, maneuvers against Green 
Bay’s Manny Patterson on 
Sunday in East Lansing, Mich. 

Top 25 roundup 

Ward leads 
Michigan 
in rout of 
Green Bay 

Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — 
Michigan State gave up a bas¬ 
ket, and Nick Ward immediately 
took off. The 6-foot-9, 245-pound 
forward beat everyone down the 
court and took a long pass for a 
layup. 

Ward scored 22 of his 28 points 
in a nearly perfect first half to 
help the ninth-ranked Spartans 
rout Green Bay 104-83 on Sunday 
night. Ward made all nine of his 
field goal attempts in the first half, 
although he did miss a free throw. 
He was particularly impressive 
in transition and appeared to rel¬ 
ish an up-tempo game. 

“I’ve been doing that since 
forever, since I was little,” Ward 
said. “That’s just off of pure ef¬ 
fort. Running takes no skill.” 

Ward also made his first two 
shots of the second half and fin¬ 
ished 12-for-13. 

Sandy Cohen III scored 22 
points for Green Bay, which actu¬ 
ally led 24-20 before a 27-4 run 
by Michigan State. The Phoenix 
(6-6) had only one timeout left by 
halftime, but nothing they tried 
was enough to slow the Spartans. 

Michigan State (9-2) made its 
last seven shots of the first half to 
take a 64-35 lead. 

“This is a hard game for us, be¬ 
cause we play fast, they play fast, 
and they’re just faster,” Green 
Bay coach Line Darner said. 

No. 24 Houston 68, Saint 
Louis 64: Corey Davis Jr. hit the 
tiebreaking three-pointer with 29 
seconds left and had 17 points in 
Houston’s comeback victory over 
visiting Saint Louis. 

Davis was 3-for-5 from three- 
point range and hit all six of his 
free throws. Armoni Brooks had 
13 points and eight rebounds, and 
Galen Robinson Jr. added 13 for 
Houston (10-0) in its 23rd straight 
at home. 


Colts' defense shuts down Cowboys 



AJ Mast/A P 


Dallas Cowboys tight end Dalton Schultz, left, is tackled by Colts 
outside linebacker Darius Leonard on Sunday in Indianapolis. 


Indy RB Mack rushes for 
career-high 139 yards 

By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Indianap¬ 
olis Colts running back Marlon 
Mack kept his eyes down the field 
and his legs churning Sunday. 

His teammates took the cue. 

The offensive line created 
enough space for Mack to run 
for a career-high 139 yards and 
two scores, an improving defense 
smothered the league’s hottest 
offense and the Colts rolled past 
Dallas 23-0 to stay in the AFC 
playoff hunt. 

“When I saw those holes, I was 
like ‘Yeah, it might be a good 
day,”’ Mack said. “Holes like that 
don’t come often.” 

If Mack continues to exploit the 
creases, there’s no telling what 
the Colts (8-6) could do if they 
earn a postseason trip. 

Since losing five of their first 
six. Indy has won seven of eight. 
Andrew Luck continues to play 
the best football of his career and 
Mack appears ready to thrive 
with starting center Ryan Kelly 
back in the lineup. 

The Colts’ vastly improved de¬ 
fense has allowed 27 points over 
the past three weeks including 
two games against division lead¬ 
ers, Houston and Dallas, and has 
its first shutout since a 27-0 vic¬ 
tory over Cincinnati on Oct. 19, 
2014. 

“Against that team, with the 
guys they have, it’s tough,” coach 
Frank Reich said. “They have 
some of the best (offensive) guys 
in the NFL.” 

While the Colts (8-6) celebrat¬ 
ed, Dallas was dismayed. 

The Cowboys (8-6) came out 
flat on offense, wore down on de¬ 
fense and failed to clinch the NFC 
East title as a five-game winning 
streak ended. 

Ezekiel Elliott ran 18 times for 
87 yards and caught seven passes 
for 41 yards. Amari Cooper had 
four catches for 32 yards and Dak 


Prescott was 24-for-39 for 206 
yards with one interception. 

But Mack set the tone with a 
physical 19-yard run on his first 
carry, ran 22 times and matched 
his career best for scoring runs 
— all against the league’s No. 3 
run defense. 

The result: Dallas gave up its 


first 100-yard game since Week 9 
and endured its first shutout since 
losing 12-0 to the Patriots on Nov. 
16, 2003. 

“Obviously, we didn’t play well 
enough in any phase of our game 
to win,” Cowboys coach Jason 
Garrett said. “We can’t allow 
them to run the ball the way they 


Colts 23, Cowboys 0 

Dallas 0 0 0 0-0 

Indianapolis 7 3 10 3—23 

First Quarter 

Ind-Mack 1 run (Vinatieri kick), 6:09. 

Second Quarter 

Ind-FG Vinatieri 43, :00. 

Third Quarter 

ind—Mack 6 run (Vinatieri kick), 
11:23. 

ind—FG Vinatieri 44, 1:36. 

Fourth Quarter 
ind-FG Vinatieri 23, 6:57. 

A-66,654. 


First downs 19 25 

Totai Net Yards 292 370 

Rushes-yards 22-112 39-178 

Passing 180 192 

Punt Returns 1-2 1-0 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 0-0 

interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-14 

Comp-Att-int 24-39-1 16-27-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-26 0-0 

Punts 2-40.5 1-52.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1 

Penaities-Yards 9-74 6-55 

Time of Possession 28:12 31:48 

iNDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Dallas, Eiliott 18-87, R.Smith 

3- 14, Cooper 1-11. Indianapolis, Mack 27- 
139, Luck 6-20, Hines 6-19. 

PASSiNG-Daiias, Prescott 24-39-1- 
206. Indianapoiis, Luck 16-27-0-192. 
RECEIViNG-Daiias, Eliiott7-41, Jarwin 

4- 45, Beasiey 4-42, Cooper 4-32, Schuitz 3- 
23, N.Brown 1-14, Hums 1-9. Indianapoiis, 
Hilton 5-85, Hines 4-45, Grant 2-16, Pascal 
1-12, Mack 1-10, Rogers 1-10, Ebron 1-8, 
Wilkins 1-6. 


want to run it.” 

That wasn’t the only problem. 

The Colts repeatedly took ad¬ 
vantage of Cowboys’ miscues. 

When Denico Autry blocked a 
Dallas field-goal attempt. Mack 
capitalized with a 1-yard TD 
plunge. Luck cashed in on a de¬ 
fensive holding call against An¬ 
thony Brown on third down to set 
up Adam Vinatieri for a 43-yard 
field goal to make it 10-0 at the 
half 

Mack opened the second half 
with a 6-yard scoring run and 
Vinatieri sealed it with two more 
field goals. 

Defensively, the Colts made big 
play after big play, too. 

Elliott lost 2 yards and the ball 
on fourth-and-1 from the Colts 3, 
Dallas was knocked out of field- 
goal range on Tyquan Lewis’ sack 
on the Cowboys’ final chance 
in the first half, Pierre Desir 
and Darius Leonard each ended 
drives by breaking up passes in 
the second half and George Odum 
capped it with a late interception. 

Mack took care of the rest. 


Value: Teams with balanced attacks worth reckoning with 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Dallas, which also lost, blanked at 
Indianapolis. They could be bad 
news for the high-scoring ma¬ 
chines whose defenses are leaky, 
including previously considered 
powerhouses in Kansas City, New 
England and Pittsburgh. 

“You’ve got to stay on the field 
on offense,” Ravens coach John 
Harbaugh said Sunday after a wet 
20-12 victory against Tampa Bay. 
“If you do that, you have a chance 
to generate some points.” 

And yards. Baltimore rushed 
for 242 of them on 49 attempts. 
Unheralded rookie Gus Edwards 
finished with 104. Jackson aver¬ 
aged 5.3 yards per rush and the 
Ravens are 4-1 since he replaced 
injured Joe Flacco as starter. 

“He makes you play 11-on- 
11 football instead of 11 on 10,” 
Bucs coach Dirk Koetter said of 


Jackson, the 32nd overall pick 
in April’s draft. “We had him 
wrapped up a couple of times and 
he squirted out of there and was 
able to extend plays.” 

Ah yes, 11-on-ll football. Not 
the flag football, 44-40 variety 
that excites fantasy fanatics, 
but the balanced game in which 
solid tackling, crunching blocks 
and a variety of strategies are 
paramount. 

As the playoffs approach, the 
supersonic offenses could sputter. 
Teams primarily relying on them 
should know they might need 
to win man against man in the 
trenches, rule in a slugfest rather 
than in a points spree. 

Of the division leaders, the 
Saints and possibly the Rams own 
that balance, though neither is as 
physical as, say, the Cowboys, 
Bears or Seahawks. 


But the clubs unlikely to light 
up scoreboards also know if they 
can establish the tempo with their 
ground games and their stingy 
defenses — and an attitude that 
no opponent will intimidate them 
— they can be valid contenders in 
January. 

Two of those clubs took a step 
backward on Sunday. Still, the 
Cowboys figure to win the NFC 
East and the Seahawks aren’t 
likely to blow a wild-card spot. 
Rather than panic after their de¬ 
feats — Seattle’s loss against the 
lowly 49ers being the more prob¬ 
lematic — they’ll go back to what 
they do best. 

Because they have confidence 
in what they do best, which helped 
them turn around 2018 after slow 
starts. 

“We didn’t give ourselves a 
chance,” Cowboys quarterback 


Dak Prescott said. “We weren’t 
scoring and so it wasn’t a comple¬ 
mentary game of football. That’s 
what we’ve been playing these 
last five weeks and we didn’t do 
that tonight.” 

Heading into December, the 
prevailing view was that a prolif¬ 
ic offense was a necessity to win 
the NFL championship. People 
became enamored of the fire¬ 
works the Rams, Saints, Chiefs 
and Chargers could provide. 

Now, with two weeks left in 
the schedule, it’s becoming clear 
that asymmetry isn’t such a great 
thing. Maybe some of the clubs 
who are showing they feature 
balanced game plans and ap¬ 
proaches and talent — say Hous¬ 
ton, Chicago, Indianapolis and the 
Chargers — should be reckoned 
with as much as New Orleans and 
Kansas City and the Rams. 
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NFL 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami / / 

Buffalo 5 9 

N.Y. Jets 4 10 

South 

Houston 10 4 

Indianapolis 8 6 

Tennessee 8 6 

Jacksonville 4 10 

North 

Pittsburgh 8 5 

Baltimore 8 6 

Cleveland 6 7 

Cincinnati 6 8 

West 

x-KansasCity 11 3 

x-L.A. Chargers 11 3 

Denver 6 8 

Oakland 3 11 


W L T Pet PF PA 

- - - .643 374 310 

.500 295 374 
.357 215 333 
.286 292 359 


.714 352 281 
.571 372 300 
.571 268 254 
.286 225 289 

.607 384 316 
.571 341 253 
.464 309 348 
.429 337 413 

.786 499 380 
.786 395 298 
.429 306 299 
.214 260 418 


National Conference 


Dallas 
Philadelphia 7 

Washington 7 

N.Y. Giants 5 

So 

y-New Orleans 11 

Carolina 6 

Atlanta 5 

Tampa Bay 5 

Nc 

y-Chicago 10 

Minnesota 7 

Green Bay 
Detroit 


W L T Pet PF PA 

8 6 0 .571 276 269 

.500 311 318 
.500 265 310 
,357 307 348 


5 9 0 


846 447 283 
462 324 332 
357 356 381 
357 344 403 

714 383 264 
536 323 308 
393 332 331 
357 284 333 

786 448 343 
571 363 292 
286 301 373 
214 192 367 


y-L.A. Rams 11 3 0 

Seattle 8 6 0 

San Francisco 4 10 0 

Arizona 3 11 0 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 
L.A. Chargers 29, Kansas City 28 
Saturday’s games 
Houston 29, N.Y Jets 22 
Cleveland 17, Denver 16 

Sunday’s games 
Baltimore 20, Tampa Bay 12 
Washington 16, Jacksonville 13 
Indianapolis 23, Dallas 0 
Buffalo 14, Detroit 13 
Chicago 24, Green Bay 17 
Minnesota 41, Miami 17 
Tennessee 17, N.Y Giants 0 
Atlanta 40, Arizona 14 
Cincinnati 30, Oakland 16 
Pittsburgh 17, New England 10 
San Francisco 26, Seattle 23, OT 
Philadelphia 30, L.A. Rams 23 
Monday’s games 
New Orleans at Carolina 
Saturday, Dec. 22 
Washington at Tennessee 
Baltimore at L.A. Chargers 
Sunday, Dec. 23 
Atlanta at Carolina 
Houston at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants at Indianapolis 
Green Bay at N.Y Jets 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Buffalo at New England 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
Jacksonville at Miami 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
L.A. Rams at Arizona 
Chicago at San Francisco 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans 
Kansas City at Seattle 

Monday, Dec. 24 
Denver at Oakland 


Henry runs for 170 yards 
as Titans blank Giants 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— The Tennessee Titans are hop¬ 
ing to get to the playoffs riding 
the tandem of Derrick and the 
Defense. 

It had been a perfect formula 
the last couple of weeks, and on 
a rainy Sunday it led to a third 
straight win and the Titans’ first 
shutout in 18 years. 

Bruising halfback Derrick 
Henry had his second straight 
big game with a career-high 33 
carries for 170 yards rushing and 
two touchdowns. Tennessee (8-6) 
kept its late-season playoff push 
alive and ended the New York Gi¬ 
ants’ postseason hopes. 

“We’re happy with whatever 
works and helps us win games,” 
Henry said of the new dynamic 
duo. “If that’s it, then we’ll keep 
on doing it. Whatever gives us the 
best opportunity to win games, 
I think we’re going to stick with 
that. Hat’s off to the defense, 
pitching a shutout.” 


Titans 17, Giants 0 

Tennessee 7 0 7 3—17 

New York 0 0 0 0-0 

First Quarter 

Ten—Henry 1 run (Succop kick), 2:43. 

Third Quarter 

Ten—Henry 1 run (Succop kick), 2:20. 

Fourth Quarter 
Ten—FG Succop 22, 5:06. 

A-74,538. 


First downs 22 15 

Total Net Yards 301 260 

Rushes-yards 45-215 16-47 

Passing 86 213 

Punt Returns 1-8 3-2 

Kickoff Returns 1-27 4-91 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 13-21-0 21-44-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 3-16 

Punts 5-44.0 6-39.5 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 4-35 10-58 

Time of Possession 35:21 24:39 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Tennessee, Henry 33-170, 
D.Lewis 7-35, Mariota 2-11, Gabbert 3- 
(minus 1). New York, Barkley 14-31, Dixon 

1- 14, Penny 1-2. 

PASSING—Tennessee, Mariota 12-20- 
0-88, Henry 1-1-0-6. New York, Manning 
21-44-1-229. 

RECEIVING-Tennessee, C.Davis 3-33, 
D.Lewis 3-9, Stocker 2-27, Taylor 2-17, 
Sharpe 1-6, Pruitt 1-2, Henry 1-0. New 
York, Engram 8-75, Barkley 4-25, Fowler 

2- 43, S.Shepard 2-37, R.Shepard 2-28, 
J.DavIs 2-13, Coleman 1-8. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Tennessee, 
Succop 48. 



Seth Wenig/AP 

Giants quarterback Eli Manning fumbles the ball as Titans outside 
linebacker Kamalei Correa applies pressure on Sunday. 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 

Ravens cornerback Marlon Humphrey, left, celebrates with teammates after intercepting a pass in the 
second half against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on Sunday in Baltimore. 


Jackson helps Ravens 
run past Buccaneers 


Allen leads Bills’ rally 
to get past Lions 


Johnson leads Redskins 
to late scores, win 


BALTIMORE — The Ravens 
are making a serious playoff run 
behind fleet-footed rookie quar¬ 
terback Lamar Jackson, the key 
figure in Baltimore’s rejuvenated 
ground game. 

Jackson picked apart the Tampa 
Bay defense on a soggy field, run¬ 
ning for 95 yards and throwing 
for 131 to carry the Ravens past 
the Bucs. 

Anointed the starter over veter¬ 
an Joe Flacco earlier in the week, 
Jackson justified the decision 
with a riveting performance. Slip¬ 
ping between and sliding around 
potential tacklers, the 2016 Heis- 
man Trophy winner operated the 
run-pass option in much the same 
fashion as during his glory days 
at Louisville. 

Jackson directed two drives 
that lasted more than seven min¬ 
utes before closing out the game 
with a drive that consumed the 
final 7:08. He carried 18 times 
and completed 14 of 23 passes, 
one of them for a touchdown. 


Ravens 20, Buccaneers 12 

Tampa Bay 0 9 3 0—12 

Baltimore 0 10 7 3-20 

Second Quarter 

TB—Barber 3 run (run failed), 12:08. 
Bal —Moore 5 pass from L.Jackson 
(Tucker kick), 3:58. 

TB-FG Santos 21, 1:48. 

Bal-FG Tucker 24, :09. 

Third Quarter 

Bal —Edwards 10 run (Tucker kick), 
10:03. 

TB-FG Santos 28, 5:43. 

Fourth Quarter 
Bal-FG Tucker 35, 13:32. 

A-70,031. 


First downs 
Totai Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


Bal 

24 


Winston 2-0. Baltimore, Edwards 19-104, 
L.Jackson 18-95, Dixon 11-48, Moore 1- 
(minus 5). 

PASSING-Tampa Bay, Winston 13-25- 

1- 157. Baltimore, L.Jackson 14-23-0-131. 
RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, M.Evans 4- 

121, Humphries 4-23, Barber 2-4, Brate 1- 
9, Rodgers 1-1, R.Jones l-(minus 1). Balti¬ 
more, Snead 5-58, H.Hurst 3-20, Andrews 

2- 31, J.Brown 1-9, M.Wiliiams 1-6, Moore 
1-5, Dixon 1-2. 


ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
After putting the Bills ahead with 
his arm, Josh Allen sealed Buf¬ 
falo’s victory over the Lions with 
his leaping legs. 

All the rookie quarterback 
needed was a push. 

That’s the way fullback Patrick 
DiMarco described Allen’s 2-yard 
leap to convert a fourth-and-1 at 
the Lions 41 with 1:47 remaining. 

“He said, ‘Give me the freak¬ 
ing ball,’ and then he said, ‘Pat, 
push me,”’ said the fullback, who 
provided Allen a nudge to get 
him over the top of the pile. “He’s 
competitive. He’s tough. He’s ev¬ 
erything you want as a leader. 
This franchise is going to be good 
with him around.” 

Allen hit rookie Robert Foster 
in stride for a 42-yard go-ahead 
touchdown pass with 10:26 re¬ 
maining, and the Bills hung on 
to eliminate Detroit from playoff 
contention. 

Allen improved to 4-5 as a 
starter, and won for the third time 
with Buffalo trailing or tied in the 
fourth quarter. 


Bills 14, Lions 13 

Detroit 0 13 0 0-13 

Buffalo 0 7 0 7-14 

Second Quarter 

Det—A.Jones 4 pass from Stafford 
(pass failed), 10:45. 

Buf-Allen 3 run (Hauschka kick), 7:55. 
Det-Zenner 1 run (Prater kick), 3:46. 

Fourth Quarter 

Buf—Foster 42 pass from Allen (Haus¬ 
chka kick), 10:26. 


Det 


Buf 


A-59,110. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 313 312 

Rushes-yards 26-105 37-117 

Passing 208 195 

Punt Returns 2-12 3-11 

Kickoff Returns 1-20 2-29 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 22-29-0 13-26-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-9 

Punts 7-45.3 6-40.8 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 4-81 3-20 

Time of Possession 28:54 31:06 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Detroit, Riddick 8-47, Ze- 
nner 10-45, Biount 7-9, Poweii 1-4. Buffalo. 
K.Ford 14-46, M.Murphy 11-35, Alien 9-16, 
DiMarco 1-9, McCioud 1-7, McKenzie 1-4. 

PASSING-Detrolt, Stafford 22-29-0- 
208. Buffalo, Aiien 13-26-0-204. 

RECEIVING-Detrolt, Goiladay 7-146, 
Toiloio 4-28, Powell 3-11, Zenner 3-0, 
A.Jones 2-9, Riddick 2-9, T.Jones 1-5. Buf¬ 
falo, McKenzie 6-53, Foster 4-108, Croom 
1-25, Z.Jones 1-11, K.Ford 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Detrolt, Prater 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Josh 
Johnson’s Madden rating should 
get a bump after his first NFL 
start in seven years. 

Johnson, who played Madden 
NFL 19 to learn his new team¬ 
mates’ names, led Washington on 
two scoring drives in the fourth 
quarter to beat the Jacksonville 
Jaguars 16-13 on Sunday. 

With a lot of help from running 
back Adrian Peterson, Johnson 
drove the Redskins (7-7) into 
field-goal range in the closing 
minutes and set up Dustin Hop¬ 
kins’ 36-yard field goal on the 
final play. Hopkins drilled it, end¬ 
ing Washington’s four-game los¬ 
ing streak and keeping it on the 
fringe of the NFC playoff picture. 

It was the first victory of John¬ 
son’s professional career — he 
had been 0-5 as a starter — and 
the first for the Redskins since 
quarterback Alex Smith broke 
his right leg last month. 


Redskins 16, Jaguars 13 


Washington 3 0 3 10-16 

Jacksonville 0 10 0 3-13 

First Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 46,1:50. 

Second Quarter 
Jac-FG Forbath 33,3:22. 

Jac—Westbrook 74 punt return (For¬ 
bath kick), :04. 

Third Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 33, 7:32. 

Fourth Quarter 
Jac-FG Forbath 41,11:16. 

Was—Sprinkle 6 pass from J.Johnson 
(Hopkins kick), 5:47. 

Was-FG Hopkins 36, :00. 

A-67,577. 


16-25-0 

3-15 

6-46.5 


9-17-1 

6-37 

5-52.4 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 6-48 8-55 

Time of Possession 33:06 26:54 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Washington, Peterson 19- 
51, J.Johnson 9-49, Thompson 5-9. Jack¬ 
sonville, Kessler 6-68, Fournette 11-46, 
D.WIIIIams 5-32, Westbrook 1-20, Yeldon 
3-6. 

PASSING-WashIngton, J.Johnson 16- 
25-0-151. Jacksonville, Kessler 9-17-1-57. 

RECEIVING-WashIngton, Crowder 4- 
46, Sprinkle 3-19, Peterson 2-20, V.Davis 2- 
16, Floyd 2-16, Marshall 1-17, Harris 1-13, 
Thompson 1-4. Jacksonville, Westbrook 
3-21, Fournette 3-18, O’Shaughnessy 1-7, 
Bell 1-6, Yeldon 1-5. 


—Associated Press 
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Bears clinch NFC North 
with win over Packers 


CHICAGO — The Chicago 
Bears clinched the NFC North 
and helped knock Aaron Rodgers 
and the Green Bay Packers out of 
playoff contention. 

They could not have asked for a 
sweeter scenario. 

Mitchell Trubisky threw for 
two touchdowns, Eddie Jack- 
son ended Rodgers’ NFL-record 
streak without an interception 
and Chicago clinched the divi¬ 
sion with a 24-17 victory over the 
Packers on Sunday. 

The Bears (10-4) secured their 
first playoff appearance since the 
2010 team won the NFC North. 
And even better for them, they 
did it with a rare victory over 
their heated rivals. 

“We’ve accomplished a lot,” 
Trubisky said. “But I think I’m 
most proud of just the type of guy 
that we have in our locker room, 
the culture that we’ve kind of cre¬ 
ated. We know that nobody really 
believed in us on the outside in 
the preseason — or even through¬ 
out the season. But we knew what 
type of team we had. And we knew 
we were just gonna keep getting 
better every single week.” 

The loss coupled with Minne¬ 
sota’s 41-17 victory over Miami 
keeps the Packers out of the post¬ 
season for the second year in a 
row. 

Chicago had dropped nine of 
10 against Green Bay (5-8-1). But 
the Bears secured their first trip 
to the playoffs in eight years with 
their seventh win in eight games. 

For a team that came into the 
season with four straight last- 
place finishes, it’s quite a turn¬ 
around. But with the hiring of 
coach Matt Nagy and trade for 
Khalil Mack in a busy offseason, 
the Bears made a huge jump. 

“You could feel it all year long 
that we knew we had the talent,” 
Nagy said. 

Nagy became the Bears’ first 
rookie coach with 10 wins since 
George Halas in 1920, the inau¬ 
gural season for a franchise then 
known as the Decatur Staleys. 


Bears 24, Packers 17 

Green Bay 0 3 11 3-17 

Chicago 7 7 0 10-24 

First Quarter 

Chi—Howard 9 run (Parkey kick), 2:08. 

Second Quarter 
GB-FG Crosby 41,7:27. 

Chi—Cohen 12 pass from Trubisky 
(Parkey kick), :30. 

Third Quarter 
GB-FG Crosby 43, 9:26. 

GB—J.Wiiiiams 10 run (D.Adams pass 
from Rodgers), 4:10. 

Fourth Quarter 

Chi—T.Burton 13 pass from Trubisky 
(Parkey kick), 10:16. 

Chi-FG Parkey 24, 6:43. 

GB-FG Crosby 45, :11. 

A-62,372. 


First downs 
Totai Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


19 


25-42-1 

5-39 

5-41.6 

1-0 

7-48 

29:37 


Chi 

19 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Green Bay, J.Wiiiiams 12- 
55, Rodgers 3-25, A.Jones 4-8. Chicago, 
Howard 19-60, Cohen 5-21, Trubisky 3-16, 
Mizzell 1-1, Cunningham l-(minus 1). 

PASSING—Green Bay, Rodgers 25-42- 
1-274. Chicago, Trubisky 20-28-0-235. 

RECEIVING-Green Bay, D.Adams 8- 
119, J.Wiiiiams 4-42, Kendricks 4-27, Gra¬ 
ham 3-32, Cobb 3-30, Valdes-Scantling 1- 
12, St. Brown 1-7, Kumerow 1-5. Chicago, 
Cohen 5-31, T.Burton 4-36, Robinson 3-54, 
Gabriel 3-33, Shaheen 2-39, Bellamy 1-18, 
Howard 1-15, Mizzell 1-9. 



Tony Avelar/AP 


49ers defensive end DeForest Buckner sacks Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson during the second half on Sunday. 


Gould’s FG in OT helps 
49ers upset Seahawks 


Cook carries Vikings 
past Dolphins 


Bengals beat Raiders, 
end five-game skid 


Cardinals can’t keep up 
with Falcons’ Joneses 


SANTA CLARA, Calif — Rob¬ 
bie Gould kicked a 36-yard field 
goal with 3:06 left in overtime and 
the San Francisco 49ers snapped 
a 10-game losing streak against 
the Seattle Seahawks. 

Nick Mullens threw for 275 
yards and a touchdown to help 
the 49ers win consecutive games 
for the first time this season and 
its first win in the rivalry since 
2013 when Jim Harbaugh was 
still coach. 

The Seahawks (8-6) had 
their four-game winning streak 
snapped and missed a chance to 
clinch a playoff berth. 

Russell Wilson threw for 237 
yards with two TD passes and 
Chris Carson ran for 119 yards 
and a score for Seattle. But Wil¬ 
son was unable to generate any 
points on his final three drives. 


MINNEAPOLIS — With a new 
play caller in place, the Minne¬ 
sota Vikings recommitted to run¬ 
ning the ball. And Dalvin Cook 
proved again his capability, when 
healthy, of taking over a game. 

Cook had a career-high 136 
yards and two touchdowns on a 
season-high 19 carries for the Vi¬ 
kings, who stayed in control of a 
spot in the playoffs with a victory 
over the Miami Dolphins. 

“We just wanted to go out there 
and get back to playing like how 
we know we can play,” Cook said. 

The Vikings (7-6-1) converted 
each of their first three drives 
under interim offensive coordi¬ 
nator Kevin Stefanski into touch¬ 
downs, using a back-to-the-basics 
approach to build a big lead and 
lean on the defense down the 
stretch. 


49ers 26, Seahawks 23 (OT) 

Seattle 6 7 0 10 0-23 

San Francisco 7 10 3 3 3—26 

First Quarter 

Sea—Baldwin 5 pass from R.Wilson 
(kick failed), 9:27. 

SF—James 97 kickoff return (Gould 
kick), 9:15. 

Second Quarter 

SF—Celek41 pass from Mullens (Gould 
kick), 9:29. 

Sea—Baldwin 35 pass from R.Wilson 
(Janikowski kick), 5:19. 

SF-FG Gould 28, 1:05. 

Third Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 33,2:54. 

Fourth Quarter 

Sea—Carson 1 run (Janikowski kick), 
13:51. 

SF-FG Gould 45, 9:51. 

Sea-FG Janikowski 48, 5:21. 

Overtime 

SF-FG Gould 36,3:06. 

A-68,836. 

Sea SF 

First downs 18 20 

Total Net Yards 385 351 

Rushes-yards 35-168 26-94 

Passing 217 257 

Punt Returns 1-8 3-30 

Kickoff Returns 2-21 2-113 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 23-31-0 20-29-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-20 3-18 

Punts 8-53.3 4-48.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 14-148 8-66 

Time of Possession 37:14 29:40 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Seattle, Carson 22-119, 
Davis 5-21, R.Wilson 5-15, Lockett 1-11, 
McKissic 2-2. San Francisco, Breida 17- 

50, J.Wilson 7-46, Mullens 2-(minus 2). 
PASSING-Seattle, R.Wilson 23-31-0- 

237. San Francisco, Mullens 20-29-0-275. 

RECEIVING-Seattle, Davis 8-63, Car- 
son 6-29, Baldwin 4-77, Lockett 2-45, 
E.Dickson 2-14, D.Moore 1-9. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Pettis 5-83, Breida 5-46, Kittle 3- 

51, Celek 2-61, Bourne 2-16, T.Taylor 1-8, 
Goodwin 1-7, Juszczyk 1-3. 


Vikings 41, Doiphins 17 

Miami 0 10 7 0-17 

Minnesota 21 0 3 17-41 

First Quarter 

Min—Diggs 13 pass from Cousins (Bai¬ 
ley kick), 11:40. 

Min-Cook 13 run (Bailey kick), 6:21. 

Min—Murray 18 run (Bailey kick), 
1:32. 

Second Quarter 

Mia—Fitzpatrick 50 interception re¬ 
turn (Sanders kick), 7:44. 

Mia—FG Sanders 25, :14. 

Third Quarter 

Mia—Ballage 75 run (Sanders kick), 
14:49. 

Min-FG Bailey 36, 8:40. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min-FG Bailey 34, 13:01. 

Min—Robinson 40 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), 9:54. 

Min-Cook 21 run (Bailey kick), 7:49. 

A-66,841. 

Mia Min 

First downs 12 22 

Total Net Yards 193 418 

Rushes-yards 20-156 40-220 

Passing 37 198 

Punt Returns 2-8 5-116 

Kickoff Returns 2-45 1-24 

Interceptions Ret. 1-50 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 11-24-0 14-21-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 9-71 2-17 

Punts 7-50.1 3-42.3 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 8-49 6-45 

Time of Possession 26:44 33:16 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Miami, Ballage 12-123, Gore 
5-14, Bolden 1-12, Drake 1-6, Tannehill 1- 
1. Minnesota, Cook 19-136, Murray 15-68, 
Diggs 1-9, Cousins 5-7. 

PASSING-Miami, Tannehill 11-24-0- 
108. Minnesota, Cousins 14-21-1-215. 

RECEIVING-Miami, Amendola 3-30, 
Drake 3-28, Gesicki 2-23, Stills 1-17, But¬ 
ler 1-12, Ballage l-(minus 2). Minnesota, 
Diggs 4-49, Rudolph 3-23, Conklin 2-53, 
Robinson 2-44, Thielen 2-19, Cook 1-27. 


CINCINNATI — An entire 
month had come and gone with¬ 
out even one win, leaving the 
Bengals in their deepest drought 
since 2010. 

Joe Mixon provided just enough 
to give the sparse crowd a reason 
to cheer at the end of their final 
home game. 

Mixon ran for 129 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns, and Cincin¬ 
nati held on for a victory over the 
Oakland Raiders that ended one of 
their longest losing streaks under 
coach Marvin Lewis, but couldn’t 
prevent the Bengals from being 
eliminated from playoff conten¬ 
tion for the third straight season. 

Mixon’s 15-yard touchdown 
with 4:04 left capped his second 
straight 100-yard game. 

“I feel like it’s been a loooooong 
time since we were able to do 
that,” Mixon said. 


Bengals 30, Raiders 16 

Oakland 0 7 6 3-16 

Cincinnati 7 13 0 10-30 

First Quarter 

Cin—Boyd 7 pass from Driskel (Bullock 
kick), 3:00. 

Second Quarter 

Cin—Mixon 1 run (Bullock kick), 10:17. 
Cin-FG Bullock 34, 6:41. 

Oak—L.Smith 1 pass from Carr (Carl¬ 
son kick), 3:48. 

Cin-FG Bullock 38,1:39. 

Third Quarter 
Oak-FG Carlson 50, 6:27. 

Oak-FG Carlson 27,2:38. 

Fourth Quarter 
Cin-FG Bullock 23,10:45. 

Oak-FG Carlson 40, 5:05. 

-Mixon 15 run (Bullock kick), 4:04. 


A-44,568. 


Oak 


Cin 


16-68 41-171 


21-38-0 

5-34 

6-38.2 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 

Penalties-Yards 8-90 

Time of Possession 26:41 : 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Oakland, Martin 
Waller 1-21, Richard 4-9, Washington 1-1, 
Roberts l-(minus 2). Cincinnati, Mixon 
27-129, Driskel 7-32, Bernard 6-7, Ross 
1-3. 

PASSING-Oakland, Carr 21-38-0-263. 
Cincinnati, Driskel 14-33-1-130. 

RECEIVING-Oakland, J.NelSon 6-88, 
Richard 5-67, Roberts 3-29, Cook 2-23, 
Ateman 2-20, Waller 1-44, L.Smith 1-1, 
Carr l-(minus 9). Cincinnati, Boyd 4-38, 
Erickson 3-23, Bernard 2-25, Mixon 2-1, 
Uzomah 1-27, Core 1-10, Ross 1-6. 


4-168 

0-0 

14-33-1 


5-43.2 


9-39, 


ATLANTA — The Falcons 
were struggling again, and quar¬ 
terback Matt Ryan was looking 
for something to spark the team. 

Ryan got just what he wanted 
from linebacker Deion Jones. 

“That was awesome to get us 
going,” Ryan said. “I felt like the 
energy that really got everybody 
into it, and from that point for¬ 
ward we played really well.” 

Julio Jones made an acrobatic 
touchdown catch on a pass from 
Ryan, Deion Jones returned an 
interception for an early score, 
and Atlanta snapped a five-game 
losing streak. 

Playing their final home game 
of the season, the Falcons (5- 
9) forced three turnovers and 
sacked Arizona quarterbacks 
seven times, a single-game sea¬ 
son high for both teams. 


Falcons 40, Cardinals 14 

Arizona 7 0 0 7-14 

Atlanta 10 16 7 7-40 

First Quarter 

Ari—Da.Johnson 1 run (Gonzalez kick), 
8:25. 

Atl —D.Jones 41 interception return 
(Bryant kick), 6:11. 

Atl-FG Bryant 22, :37. 

Second Quarter 

Atl-Ryan 1 run (Bryant kick), 12:32. 
Atl-FG Bryant 33,5:16. 

Atl—J.Jones 21 pass from Ryan (pass 
failed), :13. 

Third Quarter 

Atl—T.Coleman 43 run (Bryant kick), 
5:39. 

Fourth Quarter 

Atl —Hardy 5 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 11:14. 

Ari—Sherfield 7 pass from Glennon 
(Gonzalez kick), 3:14. 

A-72,084. 


Ari 

18 


Atl 

23 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 22-60 27-215 

Passing 193 220 

Punt Returns 3-31 2-10 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 1-7 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-41 

Comp-Att-Int 23-36-2 22-36-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 7-50 2-11 

Punts 7-48.0 6-44.3 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 8-75 6-50 

Time of Possession 29:20 30:40 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Arizona, Da.Johnson 11-33, 
Edmonds 8-22, Rosen 2-8, Logan l-(minus 
3). Atlanta, T.Coleman 11-145, Smith 9-34, 
Ryan 3-18, Sanu 1-11, Hill 3-7. 

PASSING-Arizona, Rosen 13-22-2-132, 
Glennon 10-14-0-111. Atlanta, Ryan 22-36- 
0-231. 

RECEIVING-Arizona, Fitzgerald 7- 
82, Logan 4-18, Da.Johnson 3-68, Seals- 
Jones 3-22, Sherfield 3-15, Edmonds 2-22, 
Gresham 1-16. Atlanta, J.Jones 6-82, Rid¬ 
ley 5-42, Sanu 3-30, Hardy 3-29, Gage 2-33, 
Smith 2-5, Hall 1-10. 
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Sloppy Patriots fall to Steelers on road 


New England slips 
to 3-5 away from 
Gillette Stadium 



Don Wricht/AP 


Steelers outside linebacker TJ. Watt, left, calls the crowd to action as New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady (12) huddles his team during the second half of Sunday’s game in Pittsburgh. 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — No last-sec¬ 
ond meltdown. No double-lateral 
magic by the opponents. No, the 
New England Patriots couldn’t 
point to anything fluky in a 17-10 
loss to the Pittsburgh Steelers on 
Sunday. 

Not after a game in which they 
were penalized 14 times for 106 
yards 

One in which they punted on 
five straight possessions and 
managed all of three points in 
three trips to the red zone. 

One in which the Steelers fi¬ 
nally figured out a way to slow 
down Rob Gronkowski and keep 
Tom Brady from carving them 
up, something he’d done with 
remarkable ease throughout the 
years. 

The Patriots (9-5) are still in 
comfortable position to win their 
10th straight AFC East title. 
Yet rarely during their dynasty 
have they looked so vulnerable 
so late in the season. New Eng¬ 
land dropped its second straight 
and fell to 3-5 away from Gillette 
Stadium, meaning it will almost 
certainly have to go on the road 
at least once and possibly twice to 
reach another Super Bowl. 

Not that one seemed particu¬ 
larly close at hand during anoth¬ 
er anemic showing in their road 


white uniforms. The Patriots 
have lost five games in the regu¬ 
lar season for the first time since 
2009, which also happened to be 
the last time they finished under 
.500 on the road (2-6). A week ago 
it was Miami’s dramatic 69-yard 
series of laterals on the final snap. 
This time around, the issues were 
far more basic. 

“We obviously haven’t played 
very well on the road,” Brady 


said. “Obviously what we are 
doing isn’t good enough. It’s just 
a cumulative thing. We’re out 
here as a team trying to compete. 
When you’re on the road you have 
to play well. Some things are a 
little bit more challenging on the 
road. We have to embrace those 
things. And we just haven’t done 
a great job on that.” 

Brady finished 25-for-36 for 279 


yards to become the fourth play¬ 
er in NFL history to top 70,000 
career yards passing, but had 
trouble getting the ball downfield 
after a busted coverage left Chris 
Hogan open for a 63-yard score 
on New England’s third offensive 
snap. Gronkowski, who came in 
averaging 111 yards receiving 
in six games against Pittsburgh, 
caught two passes for 21 yards. 

The Patriots also had trouble 


Steelers 17, Patriots 10 

New England 7 0 3 0-10 

Pittsburgh 7 7 0 3-17 

First Quarter 

Pit—McDonald 5 pass from Roethlis- 
berger (Boswell kick), 8:40. 

NE—Hogan 63 pass from Brady (Gost- 
kowski kick), 6:48. 

Second Quarter 

Pit—A.Brown 17 pass from Roethlis- 
berger (Boswell kick), 12:01. 

Third Quarter 
NE-FG Gostkowski 33, :17. 

Fourth Quarter 
Pit-FG Boswell 48,2:30. 

A-65,280. 

NE Pit 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


22-34-2 

2-17 

2-39.0 

0-0 

4-40 

30:49 


iNDiViDUAL STATISTiCS 
RUSHING-New England, Michel 13-59, 
Burkhead 4-25, White 2-12. Pittsburgh, 
Samuels 19-142, Ridley 3-16, Switzer 1-3, 
Roethlisberger 2-(minus 3). 

PASSiNG-New England, Brady 25-36- 

1- 279. Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 22-34- 

2- 235. 

RECEIVING-New England, Edelman 
7-90, White 5-25, Patterson 3-20, Burk¬ 
head 3-18, Hogan 2-68, Gronkowski 2-21, 
Develin 2-18, Gordon 1-19. Pittsburgh, 
A.Brown 4-49, Smith-Schuster 4-40, Rog¬ 
ers 4-20, Washington 3-65, Samuels 2-30, 
McDonald 2-13, Switzer 2-9, James 1-9. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Pittsburgh, Bo¬ 
swell 32. 


finishing drives. Each of their 
last three possessions ended up in 
the red zone, but the only points 
they managed were a 33-yard 
Stephen Gostkowski field goal in 
the third quarter that trimmed 
Pittsburgh’s lead to 14-10. 

“Just not converting, I think 
that’s all it is,” running back 
James White said. “Not execut¬ 
ing the way we want to. We have 
to be better.” 


Eagles 30, Rams 23 

Philadelphia 3 10 17 0-30 

L.A. Rams 7 6 010-23 

First Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 51, 8:35. 

La—Gurley 5 run (Zuerlein kick), 
1:16. 

Second Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 34, 12:00. 

La—FG Zuerlein 41, 4:38. 

Phi-Adams 6 run (Elliott kick), 1:07. 
La-FG Zuerlein 36, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Phi—Smallwood 9 run (Elliott kick), 
10:28. 

Phi-FG Elliott 40, 3:11. 

Phi—Smallwood 4 run (Elliott kick), 
1:34. 

Fourth Quarter 

La-FG Zuerlein 37, 9:24. 

La—Gurley 1 run (Zuerlein kick), 
4:06. 


A-74,210. 

Phi La 

First downs 17 23 

Total Net Yards 381 413 

Rushes-yards 30-111 18-82 

Passing 270 331 

Punt Returns 1-13 2-(minu 

Kickoff Returns 2-16 2-31 

Interceptions Ret. 2-15 1-30 

Comp-Att-Int 24-31-1 35-55-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-8 

Punts 3-51.7 3-56.3 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 6-49 5-50 

Time of Possession 31:36 28:24 

iNDiViDUAL STATiSTICS 
RUSHiNG-Phiiadeiphia, Smallwood 
10-48, Sproles 3-30, Adams 15-28, Foies 2- 
5. Los Angeies, Gurley 12-48, Woods 1-19, 
Goff 2-11, Kelly 2-4, Davis 1-0. 

PASSING-Phiiadeiphia, Foies 24-31-1- 
270. Los Angeies, Goff 35-54-2-339, Hek- 
ker O-l-O-O. 

RECEiVING-Phiiadeiphia, Jeffery 8- 
160, Tate 5-43, Ertz 3-22, Sproles 3-16, Go- 
edert 2-12, Smallwood 2-9, Agholor 1-8. 
Los Angeies, Gurley 10-76, Woods 7-74, 
Cooks 6-59, J.Reynolds 5-70, Everett 5-46, 
Higbee 2-14. 

MiSSED FiELD GOALS-Phiiadeiphia, 

Elliott 53. 


Super Bowl MVP Foies leads Eagles past Rams 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Eagles quarterback Nick Foies passes against the Rams during the first haif of Sunday’s 
game in Los Angeles. Foies, starting in place of injured teammate Carson Wentz, threw for 
270 yards and one interception in Philadelphia’s 30-23 win. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The Philadelphia Eagles 
already knew Nick Foies could do it. 

After all, it was only last December when the 
veteran quarterback replaced an injured Car- 
son Wentz in a victory over the Los Angeles 
Rams at the Coliseum. Less than two months 
after coming off the bench in that game, he 
was an improbable Super Bowl MVP. 

One season later in the same arena. Foies 
went back into Wentz’s spot under center after 
three months without game action. 

Foies promptly recaptured the magic, pass¬ 
ing for 270 yards and confidently leading the 
Eagles to a 30-23 win over the Rams on Sun¬ 
day night with plenty of help from his defense 
and his playmakers. 

Foies’ encore might not end in the Super 
Bowl again. It might not even include the play¬ 
offs. But after guiding Philadelphia to another 
win with a grace and poise belying his inac¬ 
tivity, the Eagles are thrilled to have him back 
in the game. 

“It’s been really emotional,” said Foies, who 
went 24-for-31 with one interception. “You 
hate for your teammate to get hurt. I feel re¬ 
ally bad for Carson.... What you’ve done in the 
past, what I’ve done in the past, it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter when you step on that field. It’s a new day. 
So I was dealing with the emotions, but prop¬ 
ping as hard as I could, and then realizing I’m 
not alone. I have great teammates out there. 
All I have to do is spread the ball around, lean 


on them, stay in the moment, and we were 
able to do that tonight. Today was a huge win 
for us.” 

Wendell Smallwood rushed for two touch¬ 
downs and rookie Josh Adams ran for another 


score as the Eagles (7-7) kept their playoff 
hopes quite viable with a gritty victory over 
the Rams (11-3), who lost consecutive regu¬ 
lar-season games for the first time in coach 
Sean McVay’s tenure. 
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Above: Colts running back Marlon Mack, right, is tackled by Dallas Cowboys' Xavier Woods on Sunday in Indianapolis. The Colts won 23-0. Below: Bears running back 
Tank Cohen reacts after a play during Chicago’s 24-17 win over the Green Bay Packers on Sunday. 



By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

F ootball purists are smiling. For one week, the 
video game nature of the NFL hit pause. 

The Rams’ Jared Goff was the only quarter¬ 
back this weekend to throw for 300 yards, let 
alone 400, and his team lost. No pinball shootouts. 

Ten players rushed for at least 100 yards, and Ravens 
quarterback Lamar Jackson went for 95. 

There were two shutouts! 


Quite the reality check to learn that strong defense, an 
efficient ground game, and control of the clock still can 
win. Yes, some nasty weather in Baltimore and the New 
Jersey Meadowlands contributed to the lower number of 
points. We figure to see more of that over the final two 
weeks of the schedule; it is December, after all. 

These developments, if they aren’t an aberration, could 
bode well for such teams as Baltimore, Chicago, Seattle 
— which actually was upset at San Francisco — and 
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